
INDEX

abortion, Short’s alleged, 237–38, 255, 
350–51, 438n

Ahern, James J.
corruption allegations involving, 322, 

324, 336–39
professional history of, 307
Short’s murder suspect pursuit by, 

294, 306–17, 328, 336–39, 433n, 
434n

Aitken, Andrew, 361
Albro, Agnes, 248–49
Aldrich, Robert, 146
Alibi (film), 69
Allegretti, James (“the Monk”), 377
Allen, Brenda, 307
Anderson, Shirley, 331
appearance, Short’s. see also clothing, 

Short’s
descriptions of, 4–6, 14–15, 21–22, 

43–44, 69, 73
murder investigation queries on, 

124–25, 132–33, 332–33, 393–94n
photograph showing, ii
postmortem description of, xi, 

86–87, 88–89, 93–94, 96–97, 98, 
99–100, 112, 184–85, 318–21, 
409–10n, 411–12n (see also 
“Glasgow smile”)

tattoo and, 4, 14, 22, 33, 133, 189
Ardis, Marion, 402–3n

Arnall, Ellis, 108
Arnaut, Alfred, 294
Arnaz, Lucie, 387
Aster Motel, 309–16, 327–28, 332–37, 

434n
Avedon, Burt, 441n
Aztec Theatre, 69–70, 76, 405n

Bacos, George, 16, 18, 20–21, 350, 397n
Baker, Irwin, 155–56
Bakes, Ned, 277
Bakley, Bonny Lee, 390
Bales, Walter, 366, 441–42n
Balsiger, Carl, 240–43, 255, 351, 354–57, 

377, 385, 439n
Balsiger, Jane Ellen (formerly Moyer), 

354–57
Barnes, Francis Paul (“Frank”), 24–25, 

26, 29, 112–13
Barnes, John, 294
Barrett, Ed, 276, 329, 331, 333, 335–37, 

365
Bauerdorf, Georgette, 27, 209
Bayley, Walter, 442–43n
Beauvoir, Simone de, 258, 347
Bechtel, Eugene, 99–100
Beckler, John, 325–26
Belsey, Dave, 42
Bernard, Saul, 290
Bersinger, Betty Gingrich, 220, 423n

2P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   4452P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   445 1/14/26   3:06 PM1/14/26   3:06 PM



446  ◆  INDEX 

Bessant, Christina (Princess Whitewing), 
212–13

Beth, as Short’s nickname, 15, 205, 399n. 
see also Short, Elizabeth, background 
and personal history

Betty as Short’s nickname, 7, 70, 203, 
205, 399n. see also Short, Elizabeth, 
background and personal history

Bingman, Purnell E., 176
birth certificate, Short’s, 6, 394n
birth date, Short’s, 130
Biscailuz, Eugene W., 93, 210
Black, Raymond Orben (aka Brucks 

Randell), 367, 442n
Black Dahlia. see also Short, Elizabeth, 

background and personal history; 
Short, Elizabeth, murder

books on, xii, 146, 382, 398n, 409n, 
410n, 423n, 431n, 434n, 436n, 
437n, 439n

cultural references to, 347
killer allegedly as avenger of, 246–47
misidentification as, 347
movies about, 367, 386, 387, 390
myth of, xi–xii, 144–47, 167, 168–69, 

177, 198, 210, 212, 347, 416n
other crimes allegedly tied to, 209–10, 

257–61
refutation of myth of, 146, 168–69, 

358, 383
sightseeing tours on, xi

Black Dahlia, Red Rose (Eatwell), 398n, 
431n, 434n, 436n, 437n

Black Dahlia, The (Ellroy), 382
Black Dahlia Avenger series (S. Hodel), 

409n, 410n, 423n, 439n
Black Dahlia Murder (band), 347
Blake, Betty, 422n
Blake, Robert, 390
Bloomdahl, George P., 219
Blue Dahlia, The (film), 69, 110, 146, 416n
Bone, Rose, 15, 138
Booth, Mary E., 416n
Bowron, Fletcher, 37, 220, 248, 258, 307, 

314–15, 343
Boynoff, Sara, 298–301, 325–26, 407n, 432n
Boynton, Edward C., 144, 415n, 416n

Bradley, William, 287, 292, 294
Brereton, George H., 25
Brix, Aage Emil, 237–38, 255, 351
Broadnax, Edward Travis, 175, 418–19n
Broadnax, Manda, 175
Broadnax, Robert, 419n
Brolin, Josh, 388
Brown, Albina (wife of Finis), 233
Brown, Ben (coroner), 92, 207–8, 218
Brown, Carolyn (daughter of Finis), 233
Brown, Finis A., history of

personal history of, 110–11, 233, 292, 
306, 385

physical description of, 88, 109–10
professional history and skills of, 88, 

105, 109–11, 269
retirement of, 356, 380

Brown, Finis A., in Short’s murder 
investigation

autopsy review by, 183–85
corruption allegations against, 322–27, 

337–40, 436n
crime scene studied by, 88–89, 111–13, 

411–12n
de River and, 188, 225, 266, 272–73, 

322–24, 339–40
evidence and leads lacking for, 220, 

250
evidence package examination by, 

229–31
interviews by, 137–41, 143, 147, 151, 

157–58, 241
Jemison overseeing work of, 329
movie consulting proposed to, 367
profiling of killer by, 111–12
role following, 269
Short’s last week investigated by, 214, 

216, 220, 225–26
suspect pursuit kept from, 273, 276, 

288–89, 305
suspect pursuit questioned by, 291–92, 

294, 305–6
suspects sought by, 170, 172, 182, 

233–38, 241, 243, 251, 269, 317, 
332–33, 354–61, 364–65, 368, 
372, 376, 440–41n

trunk discovery and, 157

2P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   4462P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   446 1/14/26   3:06 PM1/14/26   3:06 PM



INDEX  ◆  447

Brown, Joyce (daughter of Finis), 233
Brown, Thad (brother of Finis)

Black Dahlia movie proposal reaction 
of, 367

professional history and skills of, 110, 
315, 344, 385

Short’s murder investigation and, 158, 
292, 305–6, 327–28

Bruni, Frank, 35, 399n
Bryan, Tommy, 239–40, 276
Burke, Howard, 99, 101, 109
Burns, William (“Willie”)

organized crime crackdown under, 38, 
269

Short’s murder suspect pursuit by, 269, 
275–80, 282, 284, 286, 288–89, 
292, 304–6, 308, 328, 430n

Butler, George, 419n

Calhoun, Alice, 37
California Eagle, The, 35, 177, 346
Campbell, Jack, 325
Camp Cooke, 125, 130–31, 134, 149, 

239–42, 354–55, 413n, 416n
Campola, Phil, 331
Carr, Brian, 376
Case, Archie, 289, 307, 310–16, 322–24, 

336–40, 433n
Cefalu, Victor, 117
Central Intelligence Agency, 288
Chancellor Apartments, 56–57, 58–64, 

70, 138–39, 241–42
Chandler, Norman, 325
Chaplin, Charles, 43
Cheatham, Chuck, 108, 178
Chernau, Jack, 238, 425n, 441n
Chuck (Sergeant), 239–41, 255, 310,  

355
Chung, Margaret, 350
Clark, George, 266
Clements, Maurice

personal and professional history of, 
236, 255, 385, 425n

Short’s murder investigation involving, 
139, 140, 236, 255, 425n

Short’s relationship with, 55, 59, 139, 
236, 379, 425n

clothing, Short’s
bathing suit as, 4, 145–46, 158
Black Dahlia myth tied to, 145–46, 

198, 212
disheveled, reports of, 211–12
dressmaker making, 53, 56, 402–3n
in Hollywood life, 15, 21, 36, 40, 44, 

52, 60
murder suspect pursuit and, 291, 311, 

320, 341, 437n
in San Diego life, 70, 72, 76
Toth’s lending of, 64, 77

Cohen, Mickey, 38–39, 127, 269, 276, 
306, 307

communism, stance against, xiii, 27–28, 
67, 321

confirmation bias, 341
Connors, Jeff, 283–84, 286–87, 290, 292, 

293–95, 297, 319
conspiracy theories, xii, 299, 323, 

339–40, 343, 431n, 434n
Constance, Alex, 61, 73, 251
Coonradt, Frederick, 432n
Corday, Mara, 367
Corrigan, Douglas, 77
Costa, Harold, 15, 30, 133, 138, 143, 214
Cox, Ronny, 387
Cramer, Doug, 387
crime

murder as (see murder)
organized (mob), 37–39, 127, 269, 276, 

306, 307, 377
postwar increase in, 3, 24–27, 28–29, 

132, 258, 397–98n, 427n
sexual (see sex crimes)
Short’s roommates arrested for, 62–63
war crimes as, 65
women charged with, 29, 132, 215, 

220–25
Cummings, William (“Bill”), 214, 216–17, 

229–30, 276
Cyclone Racer, 3
Cyr, Phyllis Jean, 251–52

Daily News. see Los Angeles Daily News, 
on Short’s murder

Daniel, Jacque, 300, 410n, 438n

2P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   4472P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   447 1/14/26   3:06 PM1/14/26   3:06 PM



448  ◆  INDEX 

Darrin, Howard (“Bobby”), 17–18, 20, 
138, 217, 385

Darrin, Howard (“Dutch”), 17–18, 20, 
138, 214, 217, 251, 385

Davies, Lloyd G., 114
Davis, Bette, 147
Davis, Chloe, 298
Davis, Irwin (“Pinky”), 368, 377
Davis, James, 307
Debs, Ernest, 299, 301, 342–43
De Gastone, Paul (aka C. J. Morris), 438n
Degnan, Suzanne, 271, 303
de River, J. Paul

books by, 265–66, 272, 342, 343, 386
Brown’s corruption allegations and, 

322–24, 339–40
on burns on body, 410n
downfall of, 341–46, 438n
lawsuit naming, 303
mishandling of case and lack of 

qualifications of, 293–95, 297–303, 
339–40, 344–46

name of, 186, 300, 410n
narcotics charges against, 342–44
personal history of, 272–73, 299–301, 

386, 428–29n
professional history and skills of, 

186–88, 222–25, 265–66, 272–73, 
280, 297–99, 301–4, 341–46, 386

serial killer theory of, 266
suspect described by, 100, 186–87, 189, 

247, 256, 266, 287
suspect lured by, 266–68, 270–71, 

277–78
suspect pursued by, 272–92, 293–99, 

306, 308, 310, 317, 319–22, 
340–41, 344, 346

suspect questioned by, 278–87, 296
Witman as investigator for (see 

Witman, Fred)
on women/lesbians as criminals, 29, 

221–25
de River, Sidney (brother of J. Paul), 272, 

428n
Devlin, Tommy, 170–71
Dewese, Sam P., 159–60
Dewey, Thomas, 268

Diamond, Legs, 38
Dillon, Georgia (wife of Leslie), 287, 

331–32, 436–37n
Dillon, Leroy (“Jack”) (father of Leslie), 

296, 431n
Dillon, Leslie Duane (aka Jack Sand)

appearance of, 278, 281, 290, 293
arrests of, 288–89, 290–91, 293–94, 

308, 340
Connors and, 283–84, 286–87, 290, 

292, 293–95, 297, 319
correspondence with, 267–68, 270–71, 

274–75, 277, 295, 428n
extradition attempt on, 314
fingerprints of, 290
identity of, 274, 277
lawsuit against police by, 295, 303, 

386
legal counsel for, 287, 290, 294, 295, 

431n
letters allegedly carved in body by, 

318–21
media coverage of, 287–88, 289–90, 

292, 293–94, 297
other crimes committed by, 290–91, 

308, 340, 386
personal history of, 295–97, 386, 431n
pursuit of, as suspect, 272–92, 293–98, 

304–17, 318–22, 325, 327–28, 
330–32, 338, 340–41, 344, 346

questioning of, 278–87, 296, 328, 
430n

release of, as suspect, 293–95, 305, 
338, 340–41

searches of belongings of, 275, 291, 429n
split personality attributed to, 271, 

282, 294
taking into police custody, 286–87
witness interviews on, 308–16, 

318–22, 330–32, 338, 431n, 434n, 
436–37n

Dixon, Agnes, 413n
Donahoe, Jack (“Big Jack”)

de River and, 188, 221, 225, 247
description of, 91
on evidence allegedly from killer, 231, 

246–48

2P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   4482P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   448 1/14/26   3:06 PM1/14/26   3:06 PM



INDEX  ◆  449

initial investigative actions by, 88, 91, 
94, 99, 101–2, 110

interviews by, 140, 207
media relations with, 156, 157–58, 172, 

202, 203, 247–48
replacement for position of, 268–69
Short’s last week investigated under, 

211, 215, 217, 220
on trunk and suitcases, 156, 157–58, 

203
on women/lesbians as suspects, 215, 

220–22, 225
Douglas, John E.

on conspiracy theories, 339
on crime scene location, 374
on profiling of killer, 111, 112, 375, 376
on true-crime narratives, xiv

Dragna, Jack, 38
Dumais, Joseph, 249, 426n
Durant, Lila, 310–12
Dyer, Albert, 186, 272, 288, 302,  

345–46

Earth (Townshend), 320, 340–41
Eatwell, Piu, 398n, 431n, 434n, 436n, 

437n
economy, postwar, 4, 19, 28, 65–67
Egger, John, 21, 441n
Eisenhower, Dwight, 65
Ellroy, James, 146, 382
employment, Short’s

birth certificate for, 6
at Camp Cooke, 125, 130–31, 149 (see 

also Camp Cooke)
in film industry (alleged), 122, 129, 

134, 154
Hansen insisting on, 55, 63
lack of, 14, 30, 71, 75, 417n
mother told of, 129, 135, 154, 416–17n
Toth’s doubting of, 141

Examiner. see Los Angeles Examiner, on 
Short’s murder

Faith, Forrest, 76, 170
Fancher, Lillie, 347
Farnham, Hugh, 328, 332, 436–37n
Faught, Arthur, 350, 438n

Faulkner, Tod, 3, 393n, 407n
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).  

see also individual names of agents
crime commentary by, 132
crime data by, 24–25, 26
Dillon communicating with, 274–75, 

429n
fingerprint and laboratory analysis by, 

91, 96, 101–2, 115–16, 121, 127, 233, 
253–54, 269, 290

Margolis’s files at, 377–78
profiling of killer by, 111, 112
Short’s identification by, 121, 125, 

127–28, 167, 413n
Short’s murder investigation by,  

159
Fickling, Joseph Gordon (“Gordon”)

personal history of, 7, 75, 159–60,  
386

Short’s murder investigation involving, 
129, 142, 143, 159–60, 201, 215

Short’s relationship with, 7–10, 13, 14, 
16, 22, 39–40, 61, 74–75, 158–60, 
161, 204–5, 394n, 406n

Figueroa Hotel, 29–31, 32
film industry

Black Dahlia interest of, 367, 386, 387, 
390

blacklist in, 27
censorship by, 37
film noir era in, xi, xii
lesbian portrayal by, 62
Short’s alleged work in, 122, 129, 134, 

154
strike in, 63, 78, 129, 404n
Taylor’s murder scandalizing, 11
Toth’s work in, 43, 63, 78, 136, 357, 

389–90
Wolfe in, 58

financial situation, Short’s
eviction pending due to, 60–64
Frenches’ help with, 70–71
Graham’s help with, 14, 15, 51
men’s assistance with, 14, 22, 30–31, 

33, 36, 39–40, 53–54, 60–61, 
73–74, 141

Toth’s help with, 63–64, 406–7n

2P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   4492P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   449 1/14/26   3:06 PM1/14/26   3:06 PM



450  ◆  INDEX 

fingerprint analysis
of Dillon, 290
for evidence allegedly from killer, 229, 

231–33, 247, 253–54, 269
identification of Short via, 91, 101–2, 

109, 121, 125, 127
of Margolis, 376
process of, 95, 115–16, 231–32

Finlinson, Jonathan (“Jack”), 105–6, 
107–8, 203

Fitts, Buron, 106–7, 126, 411n
Fitzgerald, Wayne, 83, 84–85, 89–90
Fleischer, Ruben, 388
Florentine Gardens, 35–36, 37–39, 40, 

54, 313, 325, 399–400n
Flowers, Sam, 157, 169–70, 190, 192
Flynn, Errol, 17, 325, 353
Fowkes, Robert, 345–46
Fowler, Will (reporter)

Harry Hansen described by, 107
Short’s autopsy allegedly viewed by, 117
Short’s murder reporting by, 87, 90, 

92, 167, 190, 407n, 409n, 418n
Fowler, William Richard (doorman), 

59–60
Fox, Turney, 298
Francis, Lorania, 127
Francis, Warren, 127
Fratianno, James (“Jimmy the Weasel”), 

278
Freestone, Paul, 86–88
Fremont, Harry, 195, 239–40, 276
French, Cary (son of Elvera), 71, 73
French, Cecil (murder suspect), 113, 307
French, Dorothy

Jeanne French and, 435n
personal history of, 386
Short’s murder investigation involving, 

135, 142, 158, 169, 171, 235,  
250–51

Short’s relationship with, 69–76, 162, 
196

French, Elvera (formerly Peterson)
personal history of, 386
Short’s murder investigation involving, 

135, 169, 197, 250, 414n
Short’s relationship with, 71–76, 162

French, Gilbert S. (ex-husband of 
Elvera), 405n

French, Jeanne (murder victim), 257, 
266, 303, 318–19, 344, 435n

French, William (son of Elvera), 405n
funeral, Short’s, 243–45

Gamson, Benny (“The Meatball”), 105
Gangster Squad. see also individual 

names of police officers
Brown’s corruption allegations by, 322, 

324, 338–40
description and tactics of, 276, 295, 

324
Dillon investigation by, 273, 275–78, 

287, 292, 294–95, 297, 304, 
305–17, 321

Hansen investigation by, 269–70, 321, 
435n

mishandling of cases by, 277–78, 295, 
297, 332, 339

organized crime crackdown by, 38, 269
Gangster Squad (film), 388
Gardner, Erle Stanley, 110
Geisler, Jerry, 287, 325
Giacopuzzi, Lindo, 284, 287, 339
Gifford, Frances, 132
“Glasgow smile,” xi, 89, 96, 185, 207, 252, 

374
Glaum, Louise, 37
Goldsmith, Robert (“Bobby”), 73, 169
Gordon, Frances (mother of Matt), 161, 

162–63, 165
Gordon, Matthew Martin (“Matt”)

death of, 13, 14–15, 71, 135, 161, 165, 
424n

interment of, 417n
Margolis’s invented history 

overlapping with, 372
personal and professional history of, 

160–61, 165
Short’s relationship with, 8, 13, 14–15, 

47, 71–72, 135, 160–66, 206, 406n, 
424n

Gordon, Velma (sister-in-law of Matt), 
166

Gordon, Vincent (brother of Matt), 166

2P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   4502P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   450 1/14/26   3:06 PM1/14/26   3:06 PM



INDEX  ◆  451

Grable, Betty, 147
Graham, Kendall Paul, 12, 13
Graham, Marjorie (“Margie”)

appearance of, 12
Martin rooming with, 14, 19, 30
personal and professional history of, 

11–13, 15–16, 51, 142, 386–87, 395n
Short’s friendship with, 9–10, 13–16, 

22, 29–33, 35–36, 39–40, 43, 
45–46, 48, 49–51, 71, 215–16

Short’s murder investigation involving, 
133, 137–38, 140, 142–43, 215–17, 
364–65, 416–17n

Granlund, Nils Thor (“NTG”), 38
Gray, Jadell, 169
Greeley, Gerald, 294
Green, Vera Rish, 131, 132, 189, 413–14n
Gregg, Wayne, 197
Griffin, Virginia Lee, 27
Grimes, Irene, 395n
Guardian Arms, 49–52, 137, 365, 403n
Gunson, Victor, 258
Guthrie, Woody, 366, 441n
Guttmacher, Manfred, 342

Hallgren, Oscar J. (“Swede”), 261, 427n
Hamilton, James, 438n
Hansen, Colleen (daughter of Harry), 

104, 288
Hansen, Harry L., history of

brutality claims against, 107–8
personal history of, 103–5, 180–81, 

257, 288, 387
physical description of, 88, 104
professional history and skills of, 88, 

103–4, 105–9, 182–83, 200, 269
Hansen, Harry L., in Short’s murder 

investigation
autopsy review by, 116–17, 120–21, 

183–85, 412n
body photos in possession of, 410n
crime scene studied by, 88–89, 112–13
de River and, 188, 225, 256, 266, 

272–73, 306
evidence and leads lacking for, 219–21, 

249–50, 253–55
evidence kept secret by, 188–89, 192

inquest statements by, 219
interviews by, 136–41, 143, 147–48, 151, 

157–58, 200–203, 216, 241–43
movie consulting by, 387
role following, 269
on sensationalist views of case, 177
Short’s last week investigated by, 210, 

214, 216, 220–21, 225–26
suspect pursuit kept from, 273, 276, 

288–89, 305
suspect pursuit questioned by, 291, 

294, 305–6
suspects sought by, 170, 172, 181–82, 

184–85, 233–34, 236–37, 241–43, 
251, 253–55, 269, 350, 352, 380

trunk discovery and, 157
unsolved status of case for, 381–82
victim blaming by, 256–57

Hansen, Mark
Black Dahlia myth not refuted by, 

168–69, 358
Brown’s corruption allegations 

involving, 322–24, 326–27, 
337–38, 436n

business interests of, 35–39, 54, 387, 
399n, 434n (see also individual 
names of businesses)

houses and household of, 35–36, 
39–40, 44–48, 50–56, 62–63, 
77–78, 140–41, 233–34, 242, 395n, 
400–401n

personal history of, 36–37, 387
shooting of, 316, 323
Short’s murder investigation involving, 

137, 140–41, 143, 168–69, 233–35, 
253, 255, 269–70

Short’s murder suspect pursuit and, 
310, 311, 313–16, 322–25, 330–31, 
333–37, 350, 357–60, 435n

Short’s relationship with, 35–41, 
44–48, 50–56, 62–64, 71, 77–78, 
140–41, 199, 233–34, 358, 360

Hansen, Norma (wife of Harry), 104, 288
Harlow, Tom, 308, 311, 312, 332, 431n, 

433n, 434n
Harnisch, Larry, 409n, 442n
Harrigan, Jimmy, 235, 379

2P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   4512P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   451 1/14/26   3:06 PM1/14/26   3:06 PM



452  ◆  INDEX 

Haskins, Jess, 97, 218
Havel, Harry, 425n
Hawthorne Hotel, 13–14, 17, 29, 30–31, 

133, 138, 215, 397n
Hayes, Joseph Harold, 248
Hayward, Susan, 43
Hayworth, Rita, 147, 259
health, Short’s. see also abortion, Short’s 

alleged
asthma affecting, 8, 159, 413n
Bartholin gland inflammation and, 

350–51, 438n
dental, 14
pleurisy affecting, 123–25, 154, 244, 

413n
violence affecting, 50

Heaney, Diana, 91, 97, 409n
Hearst, William Randolph, 115
Hearst International News Service, 

101–2, 115, 128
Heigh, Helene, 43
Heirens, William, 271
Henderson, Alexander, 129–30, 142, 

151–53
Henry, Harold, 218–19
Hepburn, Katharine, 147
Herald-Express (Her-Ex). see Los Angeles 

Herald-Express, on Short’s murder
Hickman, William Edward, 106, 110, 112
Hilton, E. G., 176
Himmel, Nieson, 92, 323, 436n
Hirsch, Edna, 202–3
Hirsch, Yale, 395–96n
Hodel, George, 353–54, 423n, 439n
Hodel, Steve, 409n, 410n, 423n, 439n
Hoffman, Clora (later Sartain), 309–11, 

313, 316, 333–34, 389, 434n
Hoffman, Henry Hubert

personal and professional history of, 
308–9, 387, 433–34n

Short’s murder suspect pursuit 
involving, 308–13, 315–16, 327–28, 
332–34, 336, 340, 434n, 435n

Hohmann, Arthur, 186
Hollywood, California. see also Los 

Angeles, California
film industry in (see film industry)

Graham’s move to, 11–13
immigrant success stories in, 36–37
Short in, 5–6, 9, 13–23, 29–34, 35–48, 

49–56
Hollywood Citizen-News, 85, 97, 213, 243
Hood, Robert B., 254
Hoover, J. Edgar, 24–25, 253–54, 269
Horrall, Clemence B.

de River and, 187–88, 222, 273, 280, 
291

evidence lacking for, 220, 248
fingerprint analysis authorized by, 

101–2
indictment of, 315, 387
personal history of, 387
Police Commissioners and, 248, 257–58
resignation of, 314–15
resources provided by, 181, 210, 231, 269
roadblock ordered by, 254
Short’s murder suspect pursuit under, 

273, 276–77, 280, 287–92, 294–97, 
307–8, 314–15, 340

House Committee on Un-American 
Activities, 27

housing, Short’s
during Camp Cooke employment, 

239–40
at Chancellor Apartments, 56–57, 

58–64, 70, 138–39, 241–42
with father, 149–51, 416n
at Figueroa Hotel, 29–31, 32
with Frenches, 70–76, 135
with Graham, 13–14, 22, 29–31, 35–36, 

39–40, 48, 49–51, 137, 140, 215, 
395n

with Green, 131
at Guardian Arms, 49–52, 137, 365, 

403n
Hansen and, 35–36, 39–40, 44–48, 

50–56, 62–63, 77–78, 140–41, 
233–34, 242, 395n, 400–401n

at Hawthorne Hotel, 13–14, 17, 29, 
30–31, 133, 138, 215, 397n

housing shortage and, 404n
at Washington Apartments, 5–7, 9, 16, 

143, 393n, 394n
with Zaid, 30, 35–36

2P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   4522P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   452 1/14/26   3:06 PM1/14/26   3:06 PM



INDEX  ◆  453

Hughes, Sid, 108, 130, 134, 221
human rights, 65, 66–67
Hummel, Edward M., 302, 432n
Hunt, Marsha, 43
Hurst, James, 434n
Hymes, Leo Sol

on Hansen-Short relationship, 47–48, 
53–56

on Hansen’s household, 39, 40
personal and professional history of, 

41, 72, 387
Short’s murder investigation involving, 

359
Short’s relationship with, 44, 56
Toth’s relationship with, 40–41, 60, 64, 

77–78, 357

inquest, for Short’s murder, 217–19, 422n
Ireland, John, 367
Israel, Joe. see de River, J. Paul
Israel, Paul, 299–301
Ivey, Robert Ray, 29, 398n

Jackson, Elmer, 307
Jarvis, Annetta, 24, 113
Jemison, Frank

personal and professional history of, 
329–30, 388

Short’s murder suspect pursuit by, 
329–39, 349–51, 353–55, 357–61, 
363–66, 441–42n

Johnson, Anna Delores. see Toth, Anne 
(formerly Anna Delores Johnson)

Johnson, Mr. & Mrs., William, 423n
Jones, Jennifer, 259
Jones, John B., 273–75, 429n
Jones, Leland (“Lee”), 94–95, 314, 323
Jordan, Hannah, 29
Judd, Winnie Ruth, 89, 215

Kalish, Leopold, 49, 401n
Kearney, Francis J.

professional history of, 268–69
Short’s murder suspect pursuit by, 275, 

277–80, 282, 284, 286–88, 305–6
Kearns, Glen, 52–53, 139–40, 381, 402n
Keeler, Conwell, 284, 287, 316

Keeling, Inez, 130–31, 240, 413n
Kenney, Clarendon (aka George Price), 

251–52
Kerr, Paul, 97
Kinsey, Alfred, 259
Kline, Wally, 386
Kynette, Earl, 96

LaGore, Robert (“Buddy”), 211–13
Lambert, Sidney, 87–88, 96
Lander, Arnold, 144, 416n
Lander, David, 4–5, 9, 10, 144–46, 416n
Landon, Gertrude Evelyn, 27, 98, 209
LAPD. see Los Angeles Police 

Department
Laursen, Gilbert, 86, 89
Lavine, Morris, 295, 431n
Lawson, Harry, 322, 365
Lee, S. Charles, 399n
Lerner, Murray, 55, 403n
lesbians, Short’s murder allegedly tied to, 

216, 221–22, 224–25, 350
Leyes, Donald, 15, 29–30, 133, 138, 143, 

214, 396n
Lockwood, Margaret, 69
Logan, Margaret, 95, 106, 112
Long, Bert, 83, 89–90
Long Beach, California

description of, 5, 393n
the Pike in, 3–4
Short in, 3–9, 143–46, 394n
Short’s murder investigation inquiries 

in, 143–46, 210
Long Beach Press-Telegram, 143, 144–45, 

382
Los Angeles, California. see also 

Hollywood, California
Black Dahlia sightseeing in, xi
cold weather in, 47, 67, 70, 75, 83–84, 

102, 103, 289
crime in, generally, 24–27, 29, 112–13, 

132, 174–79, 382 (see also Short, 
Elizabeth, murder)

fear of otherness in, 27–28
Little Tokyo in, 174–79
organized crime in, 37–39, 127, 269, 

276, 306, 307, 377

2P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   4532P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   453 1/14/26   3:06 PM1/14/26   3:06 PM



454  ◆  INDEX 

Los Angeles, California (cont.)
police department of (see Los Angeles 

Police Department)
Short’s life in, 56–64, 67–68, 149–50 

(see also Short, Elizabeth, 
background and personal history)

Short’s murder in (see Short, Elizabeth, 
murder)

smog in, 180, 268
unsolved murders in, 382

Los Angeles Daily News, on Short’s 
murder

Black Dahlia myth in, 144–46
de River’s capability questioned by, 

297–301
evidence allegedly from killer to, 228–33
initial reporting on murder, 85, 92, 

97–98, 409–10n
murder investigation reporting, 134, 

144–46, 188, 192–93, 202, 215–16, 
222

suspect reporting, 294
Los Angeles Examiner, on Short’s murder

beauty contest ruse by, 124–25, 127
Black Dahlia myth in, 145–46
evidence allegedly from killer to, 

228–33, 246–47
family notification of murder by, 125, 

127, 167
fingerprints wired to FBI by, 101, 109, 

115–16, 127
initial reporting on murder, 85, 87, 90, 

92, 98–99, 101–2, 108–9, 407n, 
409n

murder investigation reporting, 114, 
125–28, 130–33, 134, 136, 139, 
142, 145–46, 155–57, 166–67, 
170–73, 190, 192, 203, 212–14, 217, 
221, 250–51

Richardson at, 126–28 (see also 
Richardson, Jimmy)

suspect reporting, 170–73, 200, 221, 290
trunk and suitcase found and examined 

by, 155–58, 203
Los Angeles Herald-Express, on Short’s 

murder
Black Dahlia myth in, 144–45

Brown’s corruption allegations pursued 
by, 324–27, 337

evidence allegedly from killer to, 
228–33

initial reporting on murder, 85–86, 
92, 97

Los Angeles Mirror and, 268, 324–25
murder investigation reporting, 113, 

128, 132, 134–35, 144–45, 169, 
192–200, 209–10, 219, 249

suspect reporting, 113, 169, 191, 
193–200, 233, 247, 287–88, 292

Los Angeles Mirror
launch of, 268
Los Angeles Herald-Express and, 268, 

324–25
Short’s murder reward announced by, 

336
Short’s murder suspect pursuit 

questioned by, 297
Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD). 

see also individual names of police 
officers

alerts by, 83, 84
corruption and scandals in, 95–96, 

269, 307, 314–15, 322–28, 336–40
crime laboratory of, 94–96
Gangster Squad of (see Gangster 

Squad)
media’s relations with, 87, 92–93, 

101–2, 157–58, 172, 188, 190
organized crime crackdown by, 38, 269
police brutality in, 107–8, 248, 411n
Police Commissioners overseeing, 

248–49, 257–58
restructuring of, 268–69
Short’s murder under (see Short, 

Elizabeth, murder)
Vice Squad of, 269, 307, 314
wartime depletion and new recruits in, 

83–84
Los Angeles Times, on Short’s murder

evidence allegedly from killer to, 
228–33, 247

initial reporting on murder, 85, 94, 
109

Los Angeles Mirror and, 268

2P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   4542P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   454 1/14/26   3:06 PM1/14/26   3:06 PM



INDEX  ◆  455

murder investigation reporting, 114, 
127–28, 134, 139, 166, 193, 207, 226

suspect reporting, 233, 247
Los Angeles Tribune, 175, 261
Luboviski, Jerry, 216
Lucas, S. H., 223
Lynch, David, 409n

MacWilliams, Paul, 16
Madonna (Virgin Mary) image, 282–83
Mallon, Paul, 260
Manley, Harriett (wife of Robert), 171–72, 

193, 200, 388, 418n
Manley, Robert M. (“Red”)

identification of, 171
personal history of, 182, 193, 201, 388
psychiatric health of, 182, 188, 192, 

201–2, 388
“Red Morris” name given by, 198, 418n
Short’s murder investigation acquittal 

of, 203, 207, 209, 215
Short’s murder investigation involving, 

135, 142, 169–73, 181–82, 184–85, 
188, 190–203, 207, 209, 215, 218, 
225–26, 388

Short’s relationship with, 73–74, 
75–76, 195–200, 406n

Marcal Theatre, 37, 54, 168, 333, 387
Margolis, Jack, 362, 440n
Margolis, Marvin (“Skipton”)

housing of, 49–50, 365, 403n
legal issues involving, 368–69, 370, 377
name change of, 369, 370
personal and professional history of, 

45–46, 361–64, 368–72, 377, 388, 
440n, 442n

Short’s murder investigation involving, 
137, 140, 254–55, 360–65, 368–78, 
414n, 440n, 441n

Short’s relationship with, 45–46, 48, 
49–52, 59, 362, 379, 402n

Margolis, Yetta, 362
Marks, Joseph, 434n
Marshall, Caral, 249–50
Martin, Lynn (formerly Jo Ann Smith)

men implicated in criminal activity by, 
251–52

men’s relationships with, 15, 17–18, 
19–20, 214, 217, 251–52

personal history of, 16–17, 18–20, 22, 
50, 66, 138, 217, 252–53, 396n

Short’s murder investigation involving, 
133, 137–38, 185, 214–17, 251–52

Short’s relationship with, 14, 15, 30, 
215–17, 397n

Martin, Lynn (performer), 138
Mason, James, 72
Matthews, Charles, 248–49
Maurice. see Clements, Maurice
McBride, Myrl O., 114, 134, 414n
McCreadie, Jack, 109, 411n
McGrath, James, 353
McLaughlin, William, 128
McNair, Muriel Short. see Short, Muriel
McSwain, Adelene, 169
Means, Bevo, 145
media. see also individual names of 

newspapers
LAPD’s relationship with, 87, 92–93, 

101–2, 157–58, 172, 188, 190
race and ethnicity influencing coverage 

by, 177–79
sex crimes sensationalized by, 98–99, 

109, 142, 290, 303–4, 327
on Short’s murder (see media, on 

Short’s murder and investigation)
on women’s sexual behavior, 146–47

media, on Short’s murder and 
investigation

Black Dahlia myth in, 144–46 (see also 
Black Dahlia)

Brown’s corruption allegations 
pursued by, 324–27, 337

Donahoe’s contact with, 156, 157–58, 
172, 202, 203, 247–48

exaggerations by, 98–99, 109, 117, 
249–51, 418n

fingerprints wired to FBI by, 101, 109, 
115–16, 127

initial reporting on murder, 85–87, 90, 
92–93, 97–99, 101–2, 108–9, 407n, 
409–10n

killer’s alleged contact with, 226–27, 
228–33, 246–47

2P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   4552P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   455 1/14/26   3:06 PM1/14/26   3:06 PM



456  ◆  INDEX 

media, on Short’s murder and 
investigation (cont.)

murder investigation reporting,  
113–14, 124–28, 130–36, 139, 
141–47, 151–59, 162–63, 166–73, 
177–78, 188–90, 192–207, 209–27, 
231–35, 239–40, 247–51

reward for information offered by, 336
suspect pursuit reporting, 273, 287–

88, 289–90, 292, 293–95, 297–98
trunk found and examined by, 155–58, 

203
medical expertise, of killer, 184, 237, 

254–55, 279, 338, 359, 361–62, 368, 
370–71, 373–74, 442n

Menninger, Karl, 302
Meyer, Bob, 90, 96
Meyer, John F., 19, 396n
Meyer, Marion, 19
Miles, Marvin, 289
Miller, William J., 269, 428n
Mills Brothers, 35
Mirror. see Los Angeles Mirror
modeling, Short’s goals of, 9–10, 22, 

41–42, 52, 72, 159, 166, 205
Montgomery, Chester Arthur (“Chet”), 

235–36, 425n
Montgomery, Dorothy, 260–61
Moore, Lester (“Jiggs”), 285, 307, 308, 

431n
Moorman, Betty Jo, 313–14, 316, 333–35, 

337, 388, 435n
Moorman, Burton C., 311–14, 316, 

327–28, 332–37, 340, 388, 435n
Morgan, Walter, 352–53, 359
Morris, C. J. (aka Paul De Gastone),  

438n
Morris, Gouverneur, 106, 411n
movie industry. see film industry
Moyer, Jane Ellen (later Balsiger), 

354–57
Muir, Florabel, 259, 291, 306, 347
murder

by Barnes, 24–25, 26, 29, 112–13
crime lab analysis in, 94–96
de River’s expert testimony on, in 

question, 345–46

fear of, with Short’s and other murders, 
209–10, 214, 257–61, 304

postwar increase in, 24–27, 28–29, 
258, 397–98n, 427n

sensational, 27, 112–13, 215, 303–4, 
415n

of Short (see Short, Elizabeth, murder)
of Tate, 174–79, 249, 261
of Taylor, 11, 94
unsolved, 381–82

Murray, Jim, 221

Navarra, Salvatore (“Sam”), 76, 197, 215, 
226

Newbarr, Frederick
Short’s murder analysis and autopsy 

by, 91–92, 93–94, 99–100, 116–20, 
133, 183–84, 412n

Short’s murder inquest statements by, 
218

Newman, Bruno, 248, 258
newspapers. see media; individual 

names of newspapers
Nichols, L. B., 116, 127–28
Norris, Faith, 37, 47, 316

Occam’s razor, 339
Olmo, Ferdinand (“Ferde”), 190, 192
O’Mara, John J. (“Jack”)

personal and professional history of, 
276, 277–78, 388

Short’s murder suspect pursuit by, 
276–87, 338–41

O’Neil, John, 32, 33, 253
organized crime, 37–39, 127, 269, 276, 

306, 307, 377
Orr, Brandt, 235, 379
Otero, Michael Anthony

personal and professional history of, 
30, 389, 398n

Short’s murder investigation of, 237, 
255, 349–50

Short’s relationship with, 30–31, 45, 
47, 60, 379, 398n

Outlaw, The (film), 37, 54

Pacios, Mary, 123, 245, 436n
Paegel, Felix, 87, 99, 108

2P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   4562P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   456 1/14/26   3:06 PM1/14/26   3:06 PM



INDEX  ◆  457

Palmer, Harry, 172, 200
Parker, Marion, 106, 112
Parker, William, 344, 349, 438n
Peete, Louise, 95, 106, 110, 112, 295
Perkins, Frank, 83, 84–85, 89–90
Perry, Marvin, 176
Pettit, Richard, 62
Phinney, Milt, 98
Pike, the (Long Beach, CA), 3–4
Pinker, Ray

crime scene and laboratory analysis 
by, 86, 94–97, 106, 113, 192, 202, 
327–28, 409n

Dillon’s possessions analyzed by, 291
evidence allegedly from killer analyzed 

by, 231–33
Hoffman’s polygraph by, 316
Manley’s polygraph by, 192–93
personal and professional history of, 

95, 389
Short’s autopsy review by, 116–17, 121
Wolfe’s apartment analyzed by, 351

Pinker, Ruby, 94, 95, 96–97, 121
Plummer, Clyde, 106
postwar society. see society, postwar
Preston, Lorena, 258, 427n
Price, George (aka Clarendon Kenney), 

251–52
Price, Gertrude, 195
Princess Whitewing (aka Christina 

Bessant), 212–13
psychopaths

de River’s labeling of suspects as, 186, 
188, 189, 223, 265–66, 271, 341, 346

de River’s lack of qualifications to 
assess, 299, 345

Dillon labeled as, 290, 296, 341
Manley’s psychiatric history and, 188, 

192
sexual, 223, 265–66, 290, 303–4, 342
societal panic over, xiii, 303–4, 342

race and ethnicity
in Little Tokyo, 174
media coverage based on, 177–79
police brutality related to, 108, 248, 

411n

societal fear based on, xiii, 27–28, 259
Tate’s family experiences with, 175–76
violence and anger based on, 66–67, 

259
Radin, Edward, 186–87, 345–46
Ramlow, Jerry, 92, 188
Randell, Brucks (aka Raymond Orben 

Black), 367, 442n
Red. see Manley, Robert M. (“Red”)
Reed, Joseph (“Joe”)

de River support by, 280, 303
indictment of, 315
Short’s murder suspect pursuit under, 

273, 275, 280, 289, 294–95, 305, 
308

Vice Squad defense by, 269
reward, offering of, 114, 336
Reynolds, Valerie, 383
Richards, Ray, 102, 115–16, 125, 128
Richardson, Jimmy

personal and professional history of, 
125–27, 389

Short’s identification and family 
notification by, 125, 127–28, 167, 
413n

Short’s murderer allegedly contacting, 
226–27, 230–31

Short’s murder reporting by, 85, 99, 
101, 108–9, 170–73, 250, 381

Short’s trunk and suitcase search by, 
155–57, 203

Richman, Arthur, 18
Ringo, Elsie Juanita, 61–62, 138
Roberts, Mitzi, 378
Robertson, Grant, 331
Robertson, Robert (“Bob”), 5–6, 9, 10, 

14, 394n
Robeson, Paul, 259
Robinson, Bill

housing of, 49–50
personal history of, 45, 389
Short’s murder investigation involving, 

137, 140
Short’s relationship with, 45–46, 48, 

49–50, 59, 71, 137, 401n, 402n
Rohr, Linda, 59, 138–39, 140
Roland, Ruth, 57

2P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   4572P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   457 1/14/26   3:06 PM1/14/26   3:06 PM



458  ◆  INDEX 

Roosevelt, Eleanor, 65
Roosevelt, Franklin, 4, 161
Rose, A. Bingham, 431n
Rosie, Paul, 206, 421n
Ruark, Robert, 260
Russell, Reid, 106, 108

Sachar, Abram L., 260
Saldana, Jose (“Sparky”), 325–26
Sand, Jack. see Dillon, Leslie Duane (aka 

Jack Sand)
San Diego, California

Short’s life in, 70–76, 135, 195–97
Short’s move to, 68, 69–70, 77, 141, 405n
Short’s murder investigation in, 169, 

191–92, 210
Sartain, Clora (formerly Hoffman), 

309–11, 313, 316, 333–34, 389, 434n
Scanivino, Al, 105, 110
schizophrenia, 271, 282, 294
Schloesser, Norman, 128
Schwartz, Melvin, 350, 438n
Scott, Evelyn Throsby, 390
Searles, Herbert, 371, 375
Seventh Veil, The (film), 72
sex crimes

de River’s book on, 265–66, 272, 342, 
343

de River’s professional interest in, 100, 
185–88, 222–25, 265–66, 270–72, 
300, 302, 304, 342–43, 345–46

gender and views of, 132, 224
lesbian or gay, alleged, 216, 221–22, 

224–25
media sensationalizing, 98–99, 109, 

142, 290, 303–4, 327
police failure to charge for, 217
Short’s murder considered, 86–87, 

100, 109, 114, 142, 183, 187, 256, 
281, 304

societal panic over, xiii, 303–4, 342
underage, 132, 245, 251, 325, 353
victim blaming for, 132, 256–57, 325, 

353
sexual behavior

Hansen’s, 39, 47, 53–54
media on women’s, 146–47

Short’s personal history of, 21, 33, 41, 
46–47, 49–50, 53–54, 132, 196, 
198, 200, 242–43, 323, 351, 438n

societal stance on women’s, 16, 35, 132
Wolfe’s, 57–59

Sexual Criminal, The (de River), 265–66, 
272, 342, 343

sex workers
Martin as, 17–18, 19–20, 214, 251
Short’s reputation and, xi, 21, 138, 168, 

183, 185
Tate presumed to be, 175, 176–77

Shaw, Frank, 96, 126, 307
Short, Alvin Cleo (father of Elizabeth)

allegedly dead, 122, 129, 147
family’s/wife’s relationship with, 122, 

129, 147–51, 155, 167–68, 389, 
416n (see also individual names of 
family members)

personal and professional history of, 
147–51, 389

Short’s murder investigation involving, 
147–51, 167–68, 253, 352

Short, Dorothea (“Dot”) (sister of 
Elizabeth), 123–24, 128, 158, 382

Short, Elizabeth, background and 
personal history

appearance of, ii, 4–6, 14–15, 21–22, 
43–44, 69, 73, 124–25, 132–33, 
332–33, 393–94n

arrest of, 121, 125, 131–33
attention garnered by, 3–10, 44, 60, 131
Beth as nickname for, 15, 205, 399n
Betty as nickname for, 7, 70, 203, 205, 

399n
birth certificate for, 6, 394n
birth date of, 130
as Black Dahlia (see Black Dahlia)
child of (alleged), 72, 135, 162
clothing of (see clothing, Short’s)
disappearance of, 64, 76
disputes and negative interactions of, 

33, 34, 55–56, 62
employment of, 6, 30, 55, 63, 71, 75, 

125, 129, 130–32, 134–35, 141, 149, 
154, 416–17n

father’s relationship with, 147–51, 416n

2P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   4582P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   458 1/14/26   3:06 PM1/14/26   3:06 PM



INDEX  ◆  459

financial situation of, 14, 15, 22, 30–31, 
33, 36, 39–40, 51, 53–54, 60–64, 
70–71, 73–74, 141, 406–7n

Graham’s friendship with, 9–10, 13–16, 
22, 29–33, 35–36, 39–40, 43, 
45–46, 48, 49–51, 71, 215–16 (see 
also Graham, Marjorie (“Margie”))

health of, 8, 14, 50, 123–25, 154, 159, 
244, 350–51, 413n, 438n

home location of, 6, 14, 51, 124, 154
housing for (see housing, Short’s)
men’s social interest in, 4–10, 13–15, 

20–21, 30–34, 39–40, 44–48, 
49–64, 73–76, 195–97, 203–7

modeling goals of, 9–10, 22, 41–42, 52, 
72, 159, 166, 205

overview of, xi–xiii
personality and personal 

characteristics of, 6, 14–16, 20–22, 
30–33, 43–44, 54, 58–62, 71–73, 
123, 139, 150, 244–45

photographs of, ii, 5–6, 52, 130, 132, 
134, 140, 158, 394n, 402n

sexual history of, 21, 33, 41, 46–47, 
49–50, 53–54, 132, 196, 198, 200, 
242–43, 323, 351, 438n

societal context for (see society, postwar)
study of, 6–7, 10
Toth’s friendship with, 40–48, 50–51, 

53–57, 60–64, 71, 77–78, 199, 401n, 
404n, 406n (see also Toth, Anne 
(formerly Anna Delores Johnson))

travel by, xii, 8–9, 22, 67–68, 123–24, 
154, 164, 405n

trunk of (see trunk, Short’s)
violence experienced by, 50, 51–52, 

197, 365, 402n
Short, Elizabeth, murder. see also Short, 

Elizabeth, murder investigation; 
Short, Elizabeth, murder suspect 
pursuit

Black Dahlia nickname for (see Black 
Dahlia)

description of body in, xi, 86–87,  
88–89, 93–94, 96–97, 98, 99–100, 
112, 184–85, 318–21, 409–10n, 
411–12n (see also “Glasgow smile”)

discovery of body in, 84–90, 220
fear and anger generated by, 209–10, 

214, 257–61, 304
identification of victim in, 91, 97, 99, 

100–102, 109, 113–14, 121, 125, 
127–28, 167, 207–8, 413n

images of, 87, 99, 101, 108–9, 409n, 410n
media’s initial reporting on, 85–87, 90, 

92–93, 97–99, 101–2, 108–9, 407n, 
409–10n

movie interest in, 367, 386, 387, 390
sexual nature of, 86–87, 100, 109, 114, 

142, 183, 187, 256, 281, 304
sightseeing tours on, xi
study of, xii–xiv
Tate murder comparison to, 175–79, 

249, 261
time of death for, 89, 93, 96, 331–32
unsolved status of, 381–82

Short, Elizabeth, murder investigation
Black Dahlia myth in (see Black 

Dahlia)
coroner’s role and autopsy in, 89, 

90–92, 93–94, 99–100, 116–21, 
133, 183–85, 207–8, 217–19, 412n

crime scene and laboratory analysis in, 
87–90, 94, 96, 113, 409n

crime scene significance in, 111–13, 
255–56

de River’s role in (see de River, J. Paul)
evidence allegedly from killer in, 

228–33, 246–47, 424n
evidence and leads lacking in, 219–22, 

226–27, 248–49, 253–55, 257–61
evidence invigorating investigation in, 

233–45
evidence kept secret in, 188–89, 192
family’s assistance in, 129–30, 133–35, 

151–53, 155, 166–68, 207–8, 218
family’s notification of death in, 125, 

127, 128, 167
father’s interview in, 147–51, 167–68, 

253, 352
fingerprint analysis in, 91, 101–2, 109, 

115–16, 121, 125, 127, 229, 231–33, 
247, 253–54, 269, 290, 376

funeral during, 243–45

2P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   4592P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   459 1/14/26   3:06 PM1/14/26   3:06 PM



460  ◆  INDEX 

Short, Elizabeth, murder investigation 
(cont.)

Gordon-Short relationship 
investigated in, 160–66

Hansen in, 137, 140–41, 143, 168–69, 
233–35, 253, 255, 269–70 (see also 
under Hansen, Mark)

initial searches in, 100–101, 113
inquest in, 217–19, 422n
interviews of friends, family, 

acquaintances in, 129–56, 157–60, 
167–68

interviews of suspects in, 191–203, 
216–17, 241–42, 249–50, 253

killer’s alleged contact with media in, 
226–27, 228–33, 246–47

letters examined in, 158–59, 163–64, 
203–7

Manley in, 135, 142, 169–73, 181–82, 
184–85, 188, 190–203, 207, 209, 
215, 218, 225–26, 388

Martin in, 133, 137–38, 185, 214–17, 
251–52

media coverage in, 113–14, 124–28, 
130–36, 139, 141–47, 151–59, 
162–63, 166–73, 177–78, 188–90, 
192–207, 209–27, 231–35, 239–40, 
247–51

media’s exaggerated presence in, 
98–99, 109, 117, 249–51, 418n

medical expertise considered in, 
184, 237, 254–55, 279, 338, 359, 
361–62, 368, 370–71, 373–74, 442n

other crimes allegedly linked to, 
creating public fear and anger, 
209–10, 257–61, 266, 303–4, 365

profiling of killer in, 111–12, 187
reward offered in, 114, 336
suspect pursuit in (see Short, 

Elizabeth, murder suspect pursuit)
suspects before Dillon in, 113, 137–38, 

141–42, 151, 159–60, 169–73, 181–82, 
184–85, 188, 190–203, 215–17, 
233–45, 249–56, 269–70, 306

suspects revisited after Dillon in, 
349–66, 368–78

tattoo in, 133, 184, 188–89, 320, 375

trunk and suitcase contents examined 
in, 155–56, 157–60, 203–7

victim blaming in, 132, 256–57
victim’s background in, 130–56, 

160–66, 238–43
victim’s final week investigated in, 

210–17, 220–21, 225–26, 241–42, 
422n

witness reports in, 90, 96, 101, 181, 
191, 193, 202–3, 210–17, 219–20, 
225–26, 233–45, 249–53, 407n, 
422n, 423n

Short, Elizabeth, murder suspect pursuit
arrest in, 288–89, 293–94
Brown’s alleged corruption of, 322–27, 

337–40, 436n
Connors in, 283–84, 286–87, 290, 292, 

293–95, 297, 319
conspiracy theories and, xii, 299, 323, 

339–40, 343, 431n, 434n
de River as key figure in, 272–92, 

293–99, 306, 308, 310, 317, 
319–22, 340–46

de River’s luring suspect for, 266–68, 
270–71, 277–78

de River’s mishandling of and 
qualifications lacking in, 293–95, 
297–303, 339–40, 344–46

Dillon as suspect in (see Dillon, Leslie 
Duane (aka Jack Sand))

files collated for, 329–30
Hansen as suspect in (see Hansen, Mark)
initial description of suspect for, 100, 

287, 375
lawsuit tied to, 295, 303, 386
legal counsel in, 287, 290, 294, 295, 431n
letters allegedly carved in body 

examined in, 318–21
Margolis as suspect in (see Margolis, 

Marvin (“Skipton”))
media coverage of, 273, 287–88, 

289–90, 292, 293–95, 297–98
questioning of suspect in, 278–87, 296, 

328, 430n
release of suspect in, 293–95, 305, 

338, 340–41
searches in, 275, 291, 429n

2P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   4602P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   460 1/14/26   3:06 PM1/14/26   3:06 PM



INDEX  ◆  461

secrecy of, 273, 275–76, 278, 288–89
sex crime panic influencing, 303–4
stranger as suspect in, 379–81
suspect extradition attempt in, 314
suspect investigations prior to Dillon’s, 

113, 137–38, 141–42, 151, 159–60, 
169–73, 181–82, 184–85, 188, 
190–203, 215–17, 233–45, 249–56, 
269–70, 306

suspect investigations revisited after 
Dillon’s, 349–66, 368–78

tailing suspect in, 274–75, 429n
taking suspect into custody in, 286–87
victim’s life remembered despite 

unsuccessful, 346–48, 382–83
witness interviews in, 308–16, 318–22, 

330–38, 431n, 434n, 436–37n
Short, Elnora (“Noni”) (sister of 

Elizabeth), 123–24, 128, 245
Short, Muriel (sister of Elizabeth)

on Gordon-Short relationship, 163
on mother and family, 122–24, 129, 

149, 150, 152–53
personal history of, 123–24, 245, 413n
on Short’s funeral and remembrances, 

243–45
Short’s murder notification to, 128

Short, Phoebe (mother of Elizabeth)
beauty contest ruse for information 

from, 124–25, 127
husband’s relationship with, 122, 

129, 148–51, 155, 167–68 (see also 
Short, Alvin Cleo)

personal history of, 122–24, 155, 205, 
389

Short’s funeral and remembrances by, 
243–45

Short’s life choices confusing, 151–55
Short’s murder investigation involving, 

129–30, 133–35, 151–53, 155, 
166–68, 207–8, 218

Short’s murder notification to, 125, 
127, 128, 167

Short, Virginia (“Ginny”) (sister of 
Elizabeth)

“Deanna Durbin” nickname for, 123, 
158, 412–13n

personal history of, 123–24, 245, 
443–44n

at Short’s funeral, 243–44
Short’s murder investigation involving, 

129–30, 152, 167–68, 207–8
Siegel, Bugsy, 38–39, 126–27
Simpson, William E., 307, 328, 349
Smelser, Fred, 5, 6, 9, 10, 143
Smith, Ballard, 216
Smith, Jack, 98, 144–45, 147, 409–10n
Smith, Jo Ann. see Martin, Lynn 

(formerly Jo Ann Smith)
Smyre, Jack, 329
Snyder, Irwin, 248
society, postwar

anger at changes in, 259–61
crime rise in, 3, 24–27, 28–29, 132, 

258, 397–98n, 427n
darkness and despair in, 66–67
economic changes in, 4, 19, 28, 65–67
fear of otherness in, xiii, 27–28, 67,  

259
fear of war in, 259
freeways and transportation in, 64–65, 

66, 260, 268
human rights in, 65, 66–67
organized crime in, 37–39 (see also 

organized crime)
peacetime promises in, 4, 17, 19, 64–66
sex crime panic in, xiii, 303–4, 342
social structure in, 3, 28–29
study considering, xii–xiii, 22–23
television in, 64, 66
veterans in, 26, 28, 260
women’s role and expectations in,  

xi–xiii, 3, 11–12, 16–17, 22, 28–29, 
35, 132, 178–79, 223–24, 259

Sonneland, Sidney G., 364
Soundphoto, 101, 109, 115–16
Spangler, Jean, 304
Sparks, Diane, 27
split personalities, 271, 282, 294
Sprague, Dennis, 38
Stanley, H. Leo, 318–21, 338, 361, 365
Starr, Connie, 47, 402n
Steed, Blaine, 364
Stern, J. David, 436n

2P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   4612P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   461 1/14/26   3:06 PM1/14/26   3:06 PM



462  ◆  INDEX 

Stimson, Margaret, 126
St. John, John, 409n
Strader, Mary, 240
stranger, as Short’s murder suspect, 

379–81
Studholme, Harold, 210, 379
Sullivan, William, 181, 191, 193, 202–3, 

214, 240
suspects. see Short, Elizabeth, murder 

investigation; Short, Elizabeth, 
murder suspect pursuit

Sutton, Wain, 124–25

Talmadge, Herman, 108
Tamm, Quinn, 115–16, 121, 127
Tate, Booker T. (“Terry”), 175–77
Tate, Mary Hodges, 175–79, 249, 261
tattoos

Martin’s removal of, 19, 217
Short’s murderer’s removal and hiding 

of, 133, 184, 188–89, 320, 375
on Short’s thigh, 4, 14, 22, 33, 133,  

189
Taylor, William Desmond, 11, 94
Thacher, Walter, 242
Thomas, Charles C., 265, 342
Thompson, Dorothy, 25, 29
Thornton, Nathaniel, 223
Tierney, Gene, 147
Times. see Los Angeles Times, on Short’s 

murder
Titus, Lola, 316, 323
Todd, Ann, 72, 135, 136–37
Tolson, Clyde, 116, 127–28
Toth, Anne (formerly Anna Delores 

Johnson)
Black Dahlia myth refuted by, 146, 

168–69, 358
harassing phone calls disturbing, 

78–79, 136, 358, 376
housing for, 40, 400n
personal and professional history 

of, 40–43, 63, 77–78, 136, 357, 
389–90

Short’s friendship with, 40–48, 50–51, 
53–57, 60–64, 71, 77–78, 199, 379, 
401n, 404n, 406n

Short’s murder investigation involving, 
136–37, 140–43, 146, 168–69, 
214, 234–35, 237, 357–58, 402n, 
406–7n, 415n, 428n

Toth, Frank (ex-husband of Anne),  
42

Toth, Julie Anne (daughter of Anne), 42, 
77, 357, 390

Townshend, Frank, 320, 340–41
True Detective magazine, 266–67, 275, 

429n
Truman, Harry, 67, 268
trunk, Short’s

media finding, 155–56
missing, 13, 15, 40, 44, 53, 155–56
murder investigation involving, 156, 

157–60
storage of, 70, 76, 405n
travel with, 67, 70

Underwood, Agness (“Aggie”) (formerly 
Wilson)

appearance of, 85
Brown’s corruption allegations pursued 

by, 324–27, 337
legacy of, 325–26
on Los Angeles Mirror, 268
personal and professional history 

of, 194–95, 247, 325–26, 390, 
420–21n

promotion of, to city editor, 247
Short’s murder initial reporting by, 

85–86, 89, 92, 97
Short’s murder suspect reporting by, 

113, 191, 193–200, 247, 287–88
Underwood, Harry, 194–95
unemployment, 4, 10, 28
Unkefer, Mary, 131–33, 189
Utley, Jimmy, 38–39, 400n

Van Dellen, Theodore, 271
Van Hoople, Margaret, 344
Van Noppen, William, 62
Veitch, Arthur, 318–22
Vetcher, Peter, 31–34, 46, 253
Vice Squad, 269, 307, 314
Visser, Erik J., 334

2P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   4622P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   462 1/14/26   3:06 PM1/14/26   3:06 PM



INDEX  ◆  463

Waggoner, Loren K., 113, 305–12, 315, 
433n, 434n, 435n

Walker, John T., 66–67
Walther, Rudolph, 403n
Ward, Garth, 315, 316
Ware, Harlan, 125–26
Washington Apartments, 5–7, 9, 16, 143, 

393n, 394n
Wass, Jerry, 190
Watson, Harry, 107
Wayne, John, 394n
Weales Humphries, Elsie Martha, 420n
Weinstock, Matt, 202
Wellington, Edward P. (“the Duke”), 

216–17, 251
Wellington Art Association, 369
Welsh, George, 439n
Welsh, Leila, 243, 355, 439n
West, Adrian, 167, 207, 243–44
West, Virginia Short. see Short, Virginia 

(“Ginny”)
Wheeler, G. A., 229–30, 231–33
White, George Starr, 223, 278
White, G. Raymond, 243–44
White, Leona M., 352
Who Is the Black Dahlia? (film), 387, 390
Williams, C. Glen, 212
Williams, Charles, 289
Wilson, Agness. see Underwood, Agness 

(“Aggie”) (formerly Wilson)
Wilson, Otto Stephen, 27, 29, 112, 186–87
Winer, Myer, 124, 129
Winters, Evelyn, 258, 266, 427n
Witman, Fred

Brown’s corruption allegations and, 
322, 325

personal and professional history of, 
320, 321, 390

Short’s murder suspect pursuit by, 
274–75, 280–81, 291, 318–22, 
429n, 435–36n

Wolak, Stephen, 47, 206, 331, 402n
Wolfe, Glynn

housing by, 57, 58–59
personal history of, 57–58, 351, 390
Short’s murder investigation involving, 

138–39, 185, 255, 351–52
Short’s relationship with, 58–59, 61, 

351
women, roles of and treatment of. see 

also individual names of women
as criminals, 29, 132, 215, 220–25
innocence as danger for, 41
in journalism, 325
media sexualization of, 146–47
murder of, generally, 24–25, 27, 28–29, 

258, 397–98n, 427n (see also 
Short, Elizabeth, murder)

rage against, 185
as sex workers (see sex workers)
societal roles and expectations for,  

xi–xiii, 3, 11–12, 16–17, 22, 28–29, 
35, 132, 178–79, 223–24, 259

victim blaming of, 132, 256–57, 325, 
353

workplace harassment of, 85–86
Wood, Francis Judge, 228–29
Wood, Woodrow, 331
Woolard, Warden, 101–2
World War II, society after. see society, 

postwar
Worton, William A., 315, 316–17, 324, 

342–44
Wright, Virginia, 110

Yanke, Ernest, 149, 416n
Yanke, Patricia, 416n
Young, E. C., 169–70
Yujiri, Asaichi, 177

Zaid, Syd, 30, 35–36, 71, 398n
Zimbalist, Efrem, 387

2P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   4632P_Mann_BlackDahlia_REP_AM.indd   463 1/14/26   3:06 PM1/14/26   3:06 PM


