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“We were this family”: Elizabeth Day, “The Other Very Talented Mr. Depp,” Guardian, March 21,
2009.

“He looked like”: Sammons, interview with author.

“I guess Johnny™ Anonymous source, interview with author, May 9, 2025.

“I did every kind of drug”: Johanna Schneller, “Johnny Depp: Gitls’ Best Friend,” Rolling Stone,
December 1, 1988.

CHAPTER 3: STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN

33
33
33
34

34
34

34
34
34
35
35
35
36

36

36

36
36

some say it: Anonymous source, interview with author.

married to Betty Sue’s: Tim Sammons, interview with author, August 26, 2024.

“a kind of weird Baptist™ Kevin Sessums, “Johnny Be Good,” Vanity Fair, February 3, 1997.

I'm not saying my uncle” Kevin Cook, “Playboy Interview: Johnny Depp,” Playboy, January
1996.

‘a fiery preacher”: Sammons, interview with author.

“‘Come up, run up” John Waters, “New Again: Johnny Depp,” Interview, February 4, 2014,
hetps://www.interviewmagazine.com/film/new-again-johnny-depp.

“We dressed like”: Sammons, interview with author.

“Steppin’ on the clouds”: Sammons, interview with author.

Singing Sammons Family: Sammons, interview with author.

“l was there” Sammons, interview with author.

“That was the first time”: Waters, “New Again: Johnny Depp.”

“He held it in his hands”™ Sammons, interview with author.

Suddenly, the boy who had been known his whole life as John: Yves Bouhadana, interview with
author, August 30, 2026.

could see a path forward as a performer: Dior Beauty (@diorbeauty), “Don’t be satisfied with
what you've done. Try to push it, always,” Instagram, September 16, 2024, https://www.insta
gram.com/diorbeauty/reel/C__Z4aPtveq/.

“jeans from Mad Myrna’s™ Myrna Goldman, interview with author, August 2025.

“When I was twelve” Gavin Edwards, “Johnny Depp Sings,” Rolling Stone, January 24, 2008.
“That’s why I needed it”: Edwards, “Johnny Depp Sings.”
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38
38
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39

“Just cursing Jimmy Page”: Edwards, “Johnny Depp Sings.”

“Teach me to play™ Lora Mills, interview with author, August 7, 2024.

“Twas in Lora Mills’s class™ Jon Rock, interview with author, August 27, 2024.

“Baby Face™ Rock, interview with author.

Flame, Bitch: Chris Heath, “Johnny Depp—Portrait of the Oddest as a Young Man,” Dezails,
May 1993.

“One guy had a bass™ Edwards, “Johnny Depp Sings.”

“never ever”: Chuck Berry, “Johnny B. Goode,” Berry Is on 1op, Chess Records, 1959.

“It was absolute perfection”™ Edwards, “Johnny Depp Sings.”

“It set my face”: Bridget Freer, “The Outsider,” FHM, December 1998, Johnny Depp Zone Inter-
view Archive.

He called them “a bunch of garage bands™ Johnny Depp and Iggy Pop, “Johnny Depp and Iggy
Pop on Girls and Guitars,” Elle (UK), November 1995.

“He wasn’t overly popular” Joyce Magill, interview with author, August 15, 2024.

“This girl who™: Cook, “Playboy Interview: Johnny Depp.”

CHAPTER 4: TO BE BORN AGAIN

41
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Lexington Drive in Miramar: Author interviews and visit.

“There I was™: Johnny Depp, “Kerouac, Ginsberg, the Beats and Other Bastards Who Ruined
My Life in The Rolling Stone Book of the Beats: The Beat Generation and American Culture, ed.
Holly George-Warren (Hyperion, 1999), 410.

‘a mystical document™ Lester Bangs, “Astral Weeks,” Stranded, 1979.

‘a sense of the divine”™ Tom Taylor, “Bruce Springsteen’s Favourite Van Morrison Song,” Far Out,
January 26, 2024.

“iust channeled” Rob Shefhield, “The Mystery of Van Morrison’s ‘Astral Weeks,” Rolling Stone,
March 12,2018.

“To be born again™ Van Morrison, “Astral Weeks,” Astral Weeks, Warner Bros. Records, 1968.
“Lauded as one”: Ryan H. Walsh, Astral Weeks: A Secret History of 1968 (Penguin Press, 2018), 12.
“Fuck this”: Depp, “Kerouac, Ginsberg, the Beats and Other Bastards,” 410.

“Could you find me?”: Van Morrison, “Astral Weeks,” Astral Weeks, Warner Bros, 1968.

“Shit! I even liked it™ Depp, “Kerouac, Ginsberg, the Beats and Other Bastards,” 410.

“In another time, in another place”. Van Morrison, “Astral Weeks.”

‘a newfound treasure™ Depp, “Kerouac, Ginsberg, the Beats and Other Bastards,” 411.

“One day he gave me a book”: Depp, “Kerouac, Ginsberg, the Beats and Other Bastards,” 411.
And while his reading: Depp, “Kerouac, Ginsberg, the Beats and Other Bastards,” 411.

“the circus™ Shirley Films, “Johnny Depp & Lawrence Krauss (PT01): Finding the Creativ-
ity in Madness,” YouTube, March 12, 2016, 9:43, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3lk5q
UmXi4s.
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44
44
44

45
45
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45
45

45
46
46

46

46

46
47
47
47
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“unscripted line to a scene”: Bridget Dowd, “S Things We Learned from Johnny Depp’s Dialogue
with Lawrence Krauss at ASU,” Arizona State Press, March 13, 2016, https://www.statepress
.com/article/2016/03/johnny-depp-asu-origins-project-lawrence-krauss.

By the time he was fifteen: Depp, “Kerouac, Ginsberg, the Beats and Other Bastards,” 411.
“There were three distinct groups™ Randi Reisfeld, Johnny Depp (St. Martin’s Press, 1989), 10.

I had found the teachers”. Depp, “Kerouac, Ginsberg, the Beats and Other Bastards,” 411.
When Johnny was fifteen: Johnny Depp, testimony, John C. Depp II v. Amber Laura Heard, No.
CL-2019-2911 (Va. Cir. Ct. Fairfax County, April 19, 2022), trial transcript, Planet Depos via
DeppDive.net, 1613.

“very stoically”: Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 21, 2022, 1900.

“I once saw him punch a wall”: Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 19,2022, 1611.

‘a quick shot”: Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 21,2022, 1900.

One morning: Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 19,2022, 1613.

“Her life as she™: Kevin Cook, “Playboy Interview: Johnny Depp,” Playboy, January 1996, Johnny
Depp Zone Interview Archive.

“He’s gone”: Christi Dembrowski, testimony, Depp v. Heard, 437.

Betty Sue was fading: Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 19,2022, 1615.

As the reluctant man: Chris Heath, “Johnny Depp—Portrait of the Oddest as a Young Man,’
Details, May 1993, Johnny Depp Zone Interview Archive.

I was deeply upset”™ Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 19,2022, 1616.

Soon after divorce papers: Jerry Long, “Johnny Depp: Owensboro Connections,” Western Ken-
tucky History & Genealogy, February 29, 2024.

“Her goal was probably to marry”: Adele Burt, interview with author, June 2, 2025.

Bob Burt loved his books: R. J. Intindola, interview with author, February 17, 2025.

“The wife hereby acknowledges™ Emily Smith, “Johnny Depp ‘Abandoned’ by Mom as a Teen,
Divorce Docs Show,” Page Six, September 16, 2021.

At seventeen, Johnny was in “financially dire . . . Paul Barresi, interview by Angenette Levy, in “Pri-
vate Investigator Hired by Amber Heard to Get ‘Dirt’ on Johnny Depp Reveals All7 Law & Crime
Network, YouTube, August 10, 2022, 31:21, https://wwwyoutube.com/watch?v=PW4Z4wReKqU.
Law & Crime Network: “Private Investigator Hired by Amber Heard to Get ‘Dirt’ on Johnny
Depp Reveals All”

“He came and lived with me”: Dembrowski, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 12, 2022, 440.

I tried to go back!™: Reisfeld, Johnny Depp, 15-16.

“Take a look at what youve been doing” Reisteld, Johnny Depp, 16.

“Because we were all there”: Steve Holton, interview with author, May 6, 2025.

“Construction laborer”. Depp, “Kerouac, Ginsberg, the Beats and Other Bastards,” 413.

What the fuck am I going to do?: Cook, “Playboy Interview: Johnny Depp,” Playboy,
January 1996.
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49
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50

50
50
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51
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51

“Depp’s best friend”: Johanna Schneller, “Depp Charge—Johnny Depp Catches Fire,” GQ, Octo-
ber 1993.

Johnny is sofi-spoken”: “Johnny Depp and Sal Jenco,” YM, October 1987.

“Sal’s mom worked”: Joyce Magill, interview with author, August 15, 2024.

“Sal Jenco was in my science-fiction class” Vicki Helms, interview with author.

“There are people”: Sharon Waxman, “Here’s Johnny, Dangerously,” Washington Post, Novem-
ber 25, 1995.

“You start out with super” Gavin Edwards, “Johnny Depp Sings,” Rolling Stone, January 24,
2008.

“played and played”: Edwin J. Bernard, “The Good Life,” TV Hits, May 1991, Johnny Depp
Zone Interview Archive.

“crushed-velver shirts”. John Waters, “New Again: Johnny Depp,” Interview, February 4, 2014,
hetps://www.interviewmagazine.com/film/new-again-johnny-depp.

the Bad Boys at the Treehouse: Suzanne Witkin, interview with author, February 8, 2024.
“fireball”: Bruce Witkin, interview with author, February 8, 2024.

Miami Beach jeweler: “King Jewelers History, King Jewelers, accessed May 24, 2026,
heeps://kingjewelers.com/pages/history.

“Guys liked her”: Suzanne Witkin, interview with author.

‘a regular fixture”. Madeleine Marr, “Makeup Guru Lori Depp Has a Famous Ex;” Miami Her-
ald, December 12, 2015.

“Ob, my God, is e cure!”: Suzanne Witkin, interview with author.

“Your band sucks™ Suzanne Witkin, interview with author.

“You gotta come see this band!”: Joe Malone, interview with author, May 31, 2025.

“He just fell head over heels™: Suzanne Witkin, interview with author.

CHAPTER 5: BECOMING A KID

53
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53
54
54
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“You can find them™: John Dorschner, “Rock Dreamers,” Miami Herald, September 21, 1975.
Always asking” Bill “Beano” Hanti, interview with author, May 30, 2025.

The Kids were born: Dorschner, “Rock Dreamers.”

becoming its bass player: Bruce Witkin, interview with author, February 8, 2024.

“The reason why™: Bruce Witkin, interview with author.

Opening for the Talking Heads: Bruce Witkin, interview with author.

the Talking Heads, the Pretenders: Hanti, interview with author.

Finally, Lori Anne Allison got him his shot: Bruce Witkin, interview with author.

“just a quiet kid”: Bruce Witkin, interview with author.

“Johnny was the missing piece” Hant, interview with author.

“Whoever would sing”: Joe Malone, interview with author, May 31, 2025.
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55
55
56
56
56

56
56

57
57
58
58

58

biohazard T-shirt with the sleeves rolled: Shaunna Juuti (@alphapax), “@johnnydepp with his
band, THE KIDS, when he was younger,” Instagram, July 29, 2025, accessed May 23, 2026,
hetps://www.instagram.com/reel/DL8kwLEK-QL/.

“One of our groupies™ Hanti, interview with author.

“Bruce would have™ Malone, interview with author.

serving as The Kids road manager: Yves Bouhadana, interview with author, August 7, 2024.
After the concert: Malone, interview with author.

sometimes $2,100 a show: John Waters, “New Again: Johnny Depp,” Interview, February 4, 2014,
hetps://www.interviewmagazine.com/film/new-again-johnny-depp.

“got really drunk” Waters, “New Again: Johnny Depp.”

“thoroughly pissed off ”: Joey Seeman and Chris Potash, Punk Under the Sun: 80s Punk and New
Wave in South Florida (HoZac Books, 2023), 16-17.

“Started knowing everybody” Suzanne Witkin, interview with author.

“Johnny found out about it”: Suzanne Witkin, interview with author.

“I want to go to the Treehouse!”: Suzanne Witkin, interview with author.

he appeared as a fashion model: “Pictures of Johnny Depp as a Model for the Music Magazine
“The Scarlet Bugle” in 1981, June 23, 2021, https://www.vintag.es/2021/06/johnny-depp-scar
let-bugle.html#google_vignette.

“The second they”. Suzanne Witkin, interview with author.

CHAPTER 6: “AND ALL THE STARS THAT NEVER WERE”
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“We all agreed that wed kinda™ Bruce Witkin, interview with author, February 8, 2024.

“We got bored”: Kevin Cook, “Playboy Interview: Johnny Depp,” Playboy, January 1996, Johnny
Depp Zone Interview Archive.

“No music labels™: Bruce Witkin, interview with author.

“Ifyou go to New York™: Suzanne Witkin, interview with author, February 8, 2024.

“They’re not getting married”: Bruce Witkin, interview with author.

“You're fucking twenty”™ Bruce Witkin, interview with author.

who once lived in the Tight Squeeze house: Bill “Beano” Hanti, interview with author, May 30,
2025.

“He was running”: Bruce Witkin, interview with author.

“meaning our lights”: Hanti, interview with author.

“in my socks”: Bruce Witkin, interview with author.

“‘want to have their car”: Hanti, interview with author.

‘2 Bands Nightly”: “Art Stock’s Playpen” advertisement, Fort Lauderdale News, April 1, 1977,
73F, via Newspapers.com, https://www.newspapers.com/image/232125512.

“That was a good venue”™ Hantl, interview with author.

“We just said, ‘Okay” Hanti, interview with author.
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“They would stop™ Joe Malone, interview with author, May 31, 2025.

I believe Aunt Betty possibly”: Anonymous source, interview with author.

“So we kept going” Malone, interview with author.

“Driving 18 hours™: Cook, “Playboy Interview: Johnny Depp.”

“Nothing behind me”: Jack Kerouac, On the Road: The Original Scroll, ed. Howard Cunnell
(Viking, 2007), 183.

‘across the street”: Malone, interview with author.

“Guys, don’t do this™ Hanti, interview with author.

“Don’t Try to Break into the Movies™ Mark Seal, “Times of the Sign,” Vanity Fair, February 2023.
“bright and sunny”™ Malone, interview with author.

I was trying to find”: John Waters, “New Again: Johnny Depp,” Interview, February 4, 2014,
https://www.interviewmagazine.com/film/new-again-johnny-depp.

“They didn’t know”: Suzanne Witkin, interview with author.

‘a defiantly unfabulous” Merle Ginsberg, “Gold Coast, the Legendary WeHo Gay Bar, Rises
from the Dead,” Los Angeles Magazine, August 23, 2021, https://lamag.com/nightlife/gold
-coast-weho-bar-rises-from-the-dead/.

“There were a lot of men”: Waters, “New Again: Johnny Depp.”

“I remember when” Bruce Witkin, interview with author.

“just a hop™: Alison Martino, “The Tropicana Motel’s Totally Rocking Heyday,” Los Angeles Mag-
azine, October 12, 2015, https://lamag.com/nightlife/the-tropicana-motels-totally-rocking
-heyday.

Around the time The Kids arrived there: Hannah Lack, “Scandal, Sleaze and Punk Rock: Inside
the Tropicana Motel,” AnOther Magazine, April 5, 2016, https://www.anothermag.com/anoth
er-man/8545/scandal-sleaze-and-punk-rock-inside-the-tropicana-motel.

‘a rundown Raymond Chandler” William S. Burroughs quoted in Alex Harvey, “In the Neigh-
borhood: Tom Waits,” Los Angeles Review of Books, December 29, 2012.

“It was thrilling”: Hanti, interview with author.

“Seeing that Quiet Riot”: Bruce Witkin, interview with author.

“You had to pay” Jimmy Kimmel, host, “Johnny Depp Was a Telemarketer,” Jimmy Kimmel
Live!, aired May 19,2017, on ABC.

“We totally missed the boat”™: Hanti, interview with author.

“Nobody could afford”: Suzanne Witkin, interview with author.
Johnny wore a black tuxedo: Michael Knudsen, “Johnny Depp’s First Wedding Photos,” Star,
December 6, 2006.

The wedding photographs: Knudsen, “Johnny Depp’s First Wedding Photos.”

“Some casting director”: Bruce Witkin, interview with author.

“But we were broke™ Bruce Witkin, interview with author.

Kids “were reduced to playing”: Randi Reisfeld, Johnny Depp (St. Martin’s Press, 1989), 32.

“these big gold doors™. Malone, interview with author.
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opening act for Billy Idol: Hand, interview with author.
“His lenses were glued ro his eyes”™ Jill Schensul, “Contacts Cancel Concert,” Arizona Daily Star,
March 10, 1984, E4, via Newspapers.com, https://www.newspapers.com/image/163050577/.

At that point we were so broke™ Hanti, interview with author.

CHAPTER 7: SELL! SELL! SELL!
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70
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Originally called: Nancy Rivera Brooks, “The Second Time Around,” Los Angeles Times, Octo-
ber 3, 1988.

“You could find”. Suzanne Witkin, interview with author, February 8, 2024.

“Extraterrestrial guitarist” “Mick Mars: Biography, Last.fin, accessed April 12, 2026,
hetps://www.last.fm/music/Mick+Mars/+wiki.

It was marketing”: Kevin Cook, “Playboy Interview: Johnny Depp,” Playboy, January 1996,
Johnny Depp Zone Interview Archive.

one bleary predawn: Suzanne Witkin, interview with author.

“We were used to being spoiled brats™ Joe Malone, interview with author, May 31, 2025.

a grandfather clock, a trip to Tabiti: Iggy Pop, “Johnny Depp,” Interview, March 19, 2014,
hetps://www.interviewmagazine.com/film/johnny-depp.

‘old-calling peaple”: Bruce Witkin, interview with author, February 8, 2024.

“Sell! Sell! Sell!”: Suzanne Witkin, interview with author.

I was selling pens™ Bill Cosford, “Johnny Depp Turns Street Smart,” US Weekly, June 13, 1988,
Johnny Depp Zone Interview Archive.

“Calling people who don’t want™ Ellen Coughlan, “From Barack Obama Scooping (Not
So) Soft Serve at Baskin-Robbins, to Johnny Depp Cold Calling Strangers: 9 Ordinary Jobs
Stars Had Before They Were Famous,” South China Morning Post, February 7, 2021, hteps://
www.scmp.com/magazines/style/celebrity/article/3120726/barack-obama-scooping-not
-so-soft-serve-baskin-robbins.

“The best thing”: Cook, “Playboy Interview: Johnny Depp.”

‘on voices™ Malone, interview with author.

“Don’t sweetheart’””: “General Hospital—Jed Allan: Edward Qliartermainc” quotes, IMDD,
accessed April 12,2026, https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0056758/characters/nm001
9950.

“Hi, how ya doing?”: Pop, “Johnny Depp.”

“You get $100™: John Waters, “New Again: Johnny Depp,” Interview, March 19, 2014,
hetps://www.interviewmagazine.com/film/new-again-johnny-depp.

“I sold one gross of pens”: Pop, “Johnny Depp.”

“I couldn’t do it” Malone, interview with author.

“L.A. is the loneliest™ Jack Kerouac, On the Road: The Original Scroll, ed. Howard Cunnell
(Viking, 2007), 187.

16



72

72

72
72

73

73

73
74

74

74

74

74

75

75

75

75

75

76

76

he was hanging: Johanna Schneller, “Depp Charge: Johnny Depp Catches Fire,” GQ, October
1993, Johnny Depp Zone Interview Archive.

over a game of Monopoly: David Marchese, “Nicolas Cage on Acting, Philosophy and Searching
for the Holy Grail,” New York Times, August 7,2019.

“We were messing around one night”™ Cook, “Playboy Interview: Johnny Depp.”

“You should try being an actor” Bernard Weinraub, “Playboy Interview: Johnny Depp,” Playboy,
May 2004, Johnny Depp Zone Interview Archive.

“populated by thousands of people” Michael Ventura, “Surviving Movieland,” LA Weekly, Octo-
ber 14, 1982.

“We must get 1,000”: Tamara Jones, “Provocative Ad Brought Her Notice,” Associated Press,
September 24, 1980.

“Planets, stars, universes have to align™: Anonymous source, interview with author.

Most took day jobs: David Patrick Green, “4 Things Desperate Actors Do (and What to Do
Instead),” Backstage, May 17, 2016, hteps://www.backstage.com/magazine/article/things-des
perate-actors-instead-7635/; Dave Gardetta, “Actor-Whaiter,” Los Angeles Magazine, August 20,
2009, https://lamag.com/news/actor-waiter/.

sleeping in cars: Gina Vivinetto, “8 Celebrities Who Lived in Their Cars Before Their Big
Breaks,” Entertainment Tonight, April 23, 2015, https://www.ctonline.com/news/163405_8
_celebrities_who_lived_their_cars_before_their_big_breaks.

Some took their mission to the streets: Michael Taylor, “Dennis Woodruff, Actor,” Blood, Sweat,
and Tedium: Confessions of a Hollywood Juicer (blog), November 6, 2022, hteps://hollywood
juicer.blogspot.com/2022/11/dennis-woodruff-actor.html; Booth Moore, “Hollywood’s Ever-
Optimistic Outsider Artist,” Los Angeles Times, May 24, 2000.

‘a check for ten million dollars™ Jim Carrey, guest, The Oprah Winfrey Show, hosted by Oprah
Winfrey, aired February 17, 1997, on ABC.

“Do You Know the Way to San Jose™ Dionne Warwick, “Do You Know the Way to San Jose?,
Dionne Warwick in the Valley of the Dolls, Scepter, 1968.

“I was working at a gas station™ Pop, “Johnny Depp.”

“One thing about my sister”. Suzanne Witkin, interview with author.

“Give me a screen test” Logan Hill, “The Wild, Wild Ways of Nicolas Cage,” New York, Novem-
ber 16,2019.

“It seems that he’s being brought up™: Deborah Caulfield, “Summer’s Hot Faces,” Los Angeles
Times, September 3, 1983.

“He was at the point” Marchese, “Nicolas Cage on Acting.”

Herb Tobias & Associates sat: Academy Players Directory, listing for “Tobias, Herb & Associates, Inc.,
1901 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 840 (90067),” accessed May 23, 2026, hteps://digitalcollections
.oscars.org/digital/collection/p15759¢oll35/id/82891/.

built on the old 20th Century Fox backlot: “Avenuc of the Stars: Century City, L. A. Streer Names,

accessed May 25, 2026, https://lastreetnames.com/strect/avenue-of-the-stars/.
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star maker machinery”: Joni Mitchell, “Free Man in Paris,” Court and Spark, Asylum Records, 1974.
“Look, I've got this guy I want you to see”: Randi Reisfeld, Johnny Depp (St. Martin’s Press, 1989), 39.
“I see everyone,” she later said: Reisteld, Johnny Depp, 38.

“He came in with long hair™: Steve Pond, “Depp Perception,” US Weekly, June 26, 1989, Johnny
Depp Zone Interview Archive.

“Well, then, so, gosh™ Spyros A. Skouras, interview with author, February 20, 2025.

“With our first look”: Skouras, interview with author.

“We'll call you tomorrow™ Skouras, interview with author.

“kind of excited”. Chris Heath, “Johnny Depp—Portrait of the Oddest as a Young Man,” Dezails,
May 1993, _]ohnny Depp Zone Interview Archive.

Breakdown Services: Heidi Evans, “Service Helps Agents Spot Parts for Actors: Firm Finds a
Script for Profit,) Los Angeles Times, March 15, 1985.

A messenger wonld bring a packer™: Skouras, interview with author.

Unnette, let’s make magic”: Alan Siegel, “Don’t Fall Asleep: The Oral History of ‘A Night-
mare on Elm Street,” The Ringer, October 31, 2024, https://www.theringer.com/2024/10/31

/movies/nightmare-on-elm-street-oral-history-freddy-krueger-origins.

CHAPTER 8: CUTE, COOL & AVAILABLE!
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79
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They spent two days: “Musician Trades Guitar for Chance on Silver Screen,” South Florida Sun
Sentinel, March 13, 1985, via Newspapers.com, https://www.newspapers.com /image /2356
41366 /.

the young director had a one-word response: Mimi Craven, interview with author, February 9,
2024.

“Young, cutie, hottie boys™ Mimi Craven, interview with author.

“Coming in and reading and leaving”> Mimi Craven, interview with author.

Charlie Sheen: Craig Marks and Rob Tannenbaum, “Freddy Lives: An Oral History of 4
Nightmare on Elm Street] Vulture, October 20, 2014, https://www.vulture.com/2014/10
/nightmare-on-elm-street-oral-history.html.

“he wanted $3,000 a week”. Marks and Tannenbaum, “Freddy Lives.”

searching for “the boy next door”: Jacob Stolworthy, “Wes Craven Dead: How Johnny
Depp’s Career Was Launched by Director’s 13-Year-Old Daughter, Independent, August 31,
2015, hetps://www.the-independent.com/arts-entertainment/films/news/wes-craven-dead
-how-johnny-depp-s-career-was-launched-by-director-s-13yearold-daughter-10479410
heml.

I was just totally not what Wes had written for the story”™ John Waters, “New Again: Johnny
Depp,” Interview, March 19, 2014, hteps://www.interviewmagazine.com/film/new-again
-johnny-depp.

“He had written the part™: Waters, “New Again: Johnny Depp.”
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“This isn’t the boy next door™: Stolworthy, “Wes Craven Dead.”
Johnny had never seen before: Betsey Israel, “The ‘Us’ Profile: Johnny Depp,” Us, May 1993.
“I'read with Johnny”: Marks and Tannenbaum, “Freddy Lives.”

“He was terrible”” Marks and Tannenbaum, “Freddy Lives.”

“That high-pitched squeal” Mimi Craven, interview with author.

“I remember I was smitten”™ Jessica Craven, interview with author, February 20, 2024.

“me and my friend freaked out”: Jessica Craven, interview with author.

“We just kept squealing™ Jessica Craven, interview with author.

“Who would you pick?”: Marks and Tannenbaum, “Freddy Lives.”

He looked like he needed a bath: Marks and Tannenbaum, “Freddy Lives.”

Unnette was like” Mimi Craven, interview with author.

“It didn’t make much money” Marks and Tannenbaum, “Freddy Lives.”

After that, I couldn’t get any work™ Marks and Tannenbaum, “Freddy Lives.”

“You're an actor™ Waters, “New Again: Johnny Depp.”

$1,284 per week: Johnny Depp, testimony, John C. Depp I v. Amber Laura Heard, no. CL-2019-
0002911 (Va. Cir. Ct., Fairfax County, April 19, 2022), trial transcript, Planet Depos, via
DeppDive.net, 1624.

“I couldn’t believe anybody made that much money”: Debbie Blaylock, “Musician Trades Guitar
for Chance on Silver Screen,” South Florida Sun Sentinel, March 13, 1985, via Newspapers.com,
https://www.newspapers.com/image/235641366/.

I was stupefied”: Bernard Weinraub, “Playboy Interview: Johnny Depp,” Playboy, May 2004,
Johnny Depp Zone Interview Archive.

‘divine intervention”™ “Cute, Cool and Available! The SPLICE Interview;,” Splice, September
1988, Johnny Depp Zone Interview Archive.

“It was so strange™ “Cute, Cool, and Available!”

“Introducing Johnny Depp”: Wes Craven, dir., A Nightmare on Elm Street (New Line Cinema,
1984).

released on November 9, 1984: “A Nightmare on Elm Street (1984), IMDD, accessed June 28,
2026, https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0087800/.

‘@ paragon of baby-faced”: Murray Pomerance, Johnny Depp Starts Here (Rutgers University
Press, 2005), 52.

Heather Langenkamp: “A Nightmare on Elm Streer (1984), IMDb.”

“Gore freaks will have a ball”. “Reviews: Nightmare on Elm Street” Box Office, January 1, 1985.
U goodie for the gore gang”: “Reviews: Nightmare on Elm Street,” Box Office.

Nightmare would go on to gross: “A Nightmare on Elm Streer (1984),” IMDb.

“The House that Freddy Built”: Borys Kit, “How New Line Cinema Is Making a Killing in Hor-
ror,” Hollywood Reporter, July 21, 2016, https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/gener
al-news/how-new-line-cinema-is-912458/.

Johnny flew to Florida™ Randi Reisteld, Johnny Depp (St. Martin’s Press, 1989), 44.
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“Depp, who resembles James Dean” Blaylock, “Musician Trades Guitar for Chance on Silver Screen.”
“playing out-of-the-way bars”™ Blaylock, “Musician Trades Guitar for Chance on Silver Screen.”
He was now starring in his first film: Blaylock, “Musician Trades Guitar for Chance on Silver
Screen.”

“When they told me I got it”: Blaylock, “Musician Trades Guitar for Chance on Silver Screen.”
“I'm sort of learning as I go™ Blaylock, “Musician Trades Guitar for Chance on Silver Screen.”
“What I was planning to do™ Christina Kelly, “Johnny Depp from A to W, Sassy, May 1990,
Johnny Depp Zone Interview Archive.

I started cleaning carpets™ Bill “Beano” Hanti, interview with author, May 30, 2025.
UAnd I ended up getting jumped”: Hanti, interview with author.

“Pretty much had to leave™ Joe Malone, interview with author, May 31, 2025.

“His father came and collected him”: Hanti, interview with author.

On the day Beano left Los Angeles: Hanti, interview with author.

“Don’t read this until you get ont of town”: Hanti, interview with author.

“it was safe”: Suzanne Witkin, interview with author, February 8,2024.

“the next pin-up boy” Randi Reisfeld, Johnny Depp (St. Martin’s Press, 1989), 47.
“When Johnny walked in with his Hawaiian shirt™ Reisteld, Johnny Depp, 48.

Sfilms produced by R. Ben Efraim: “Private Resort (1985), IMDb, accessed May 23, 2026,
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0089839/.

It would be filmed in part ar the Ocean Reef Club: “Private Resorr (1985) Filming Locations,”
IMDYDb, accessed May 23, 2026, https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0089839/locations/.

“take a vacation with Jobnny Depp™ “Tonight, Take a Vacation with Johnny Depp!” North
County Blade-Citizen (Solana Beach, CA), November 24, 1989.
“Tits and ass and basic filthiness”: Chris Heath, “Johnny Depp—Portrait of the Oddest as a

Young Man,” Details, May 1993, Johnny Depp Zone Interview Archive.

Private Resort bombed at the box office: “ Private Resort (1985).

“was also like a mother to him”: Suzanne Witkin, interview with author.

“Started to grow apart”: Suzanne Witkin, interview with author.

“He was the same guy”™ Han, interview with author.

“eaten by a bed”: Paul Whitington, “Depp’s Indian Summer;” Independent (Dublin), August 2, 2013.

a one-episode guest spot: “Lady Blue: ‘Beasts of Prey’ (1985), IMDDb, accessed May 23, 2026,
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0624317/.
which wonld become finalin 1985: Brian J. Robb, Johnny Depp: A Modern Rebel, rev. and updated
(Plexus, 2006), 17.

Cage moved into the El Royale: Suzanne Witkin, interview with author.

Rococo-style apartment building: “Additional Documents for Item 69091, Los Angeles Depart-
ment of City Planning.

The building had marble floors: CBS LA, “El Royale Apartments,” Look At This!, March 14,

2025, YouTube, https://wwwyoutube.com/watch?v=PC-WvpYp7mg.
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Jfilmed in part in the building’s garage: Jean Laughton, “Double Indemnity: Self-Guided Movie
Location Tour,” Los Angeles Conservancy, 2022, https://www.laconservancy.org/wp-content
/uploads/2022/11/JeanLaughtonTour-DoubleIndemnity.pdf.

“for free” Suzanne Witkin, interview with author.

the Fontenoy: David Marchese, “Nicolas Cage on His Legacy, His Philosophy of Acting and His
Metaphorical—and Literal—Search for the Holy Grail,” New York Times Magazine, August 7,
2019.

Built in 1929 by famous L. A. architect Leland Bryant: Los Angeles City Planning Depart-
ment, “Cultural Heritage Commission Staff Report, Case No. CHC-2006-9784-HCM:
Fontenoy,” January 4, 2007, https://planning.lacity.gov/staffrpt/chc/1-4-07/CHC-2006
9784 pdf.

The top of the building featured a neon sign: Los Angeles City Planning Department, “Cultural
Heritage Commission.”

UAn older resident” Simon Doonan, Beautiful Peaple: A Charming and Funny Memoir of Escap-
ing a Bonkers Family and Following Your Dreams (HarperCollins, 2008), 251.

William Holden: Los Angeles City Planning Department, “Cultural Heritage Commission.”
It looked big”. Anonymous source, interview with author.

“Wed bring him food all the time”: Suzanne Witkin, interview with author.

“I think somebody just overdosed on the stairs™. Suzanne Witkin, interview with author.

for taking such good care of him on the set” Mimi Craven, interview with author.

“the finest acting school of all”: “Actin’ Methodology,” Los Angeles Times, July 27, 1986.

Founded by William Traylor and the late Peggy Feury: “Actin’ Methodology.”

Nic Cage attended ofien, along with Lily Tomlin: David Marchese, “Meg Ryan Wrestles with the
Rom-Com,” New York Times Magazine, October 28, 2023.

“She had that eye”: Anonymous source, interview with author.

Sandya Seacat, whose acting techniques guided: Sharon Knolle, “Sandra Seacat, Actress and ‘Rev-
olutionary’ Acting Coach, Dies at 86,” ThelW7ap, January 19, 2023.

The agent who launched him into his first movie: Mike Fleming Jr., “Ilene Feldman Transition-
ing To Manager; Shuttering IFA At Year’s End To Join LBI, Deadline, October 30, 2013,
https://deadline.com/2013/10/ilene-feldman-transitions-to-manager-shuttering-ifa-at-years
-end-to-join-1bi-623801/.

She soon called with an opportunity: Reisfeld, Jobnny Depp, 50.

Her mother, Arlene Quatro Fenn, played keyboards: “Hall of Fame Inductees: Suzi Quatro,” Mich-
igan Rock and Roll Legends, accessed May 25, 2026, hetps://michiganrockandrolllegends.com
/hall-of-fame/artists/382-suzi-quatro.

Her father, Leo Fenn, managed Alice Cooper: “Leo Edward Fenn Obituary, Boone Family Funeral
Home, February 11, 2018, https://www.boonefuneralhome.com/obituaries/Leo-Edward-Fenn
20bId=21440004.

her grandfather Art Quatro: “Hall of Fame Inductees: Suzi Quatro.”
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Sherilyn was, or soon would be, a Playboy Bunny: Glenn O’Brien, “When Twin Peaks Actress
Sherilyn Fenn Posed for Playboy,” Playboy Sweden, January 25, 2018.

She had also become an actress: “Sherilyn Fenn,” IMDD, accessed May 25, 2026, hetps://www.imdb
.com/name/nm0000145/.

already appearing in small roles in three movies: “Sherilyn Fenn” IMDDb.

Together, they arrived to andition: Max Petlich, interview with author, July 17, 2024.

a seven-minute short: Mike Barnes, “Laurie Frank, L.A. Screenwriter and Socialite, Remem-
bered,” Hollywood Reporter, December 29, 2023.

she enrolled in the prestigious AFI directorial program: Sam Sweet, “Laurie Frank,” A/l Night
Menu, heeps://www.allnightmenu.la/questionnaire/Laurie-Frank.

something of an application: Floyd Byars, interview with author, July 5, 2025.

“this fabulous world of make believe”. Barnes, “Laurie Frank.”

“palm trees, jacarandas, wind, and the oil wells™ Sweet, “Laurie Frank.”

Max Perlich, the teenage son of a disc jockey: Max Petlich, interview with author, July 17, 2024.
“Laurie put us together to do an andition™ Perlich, interview with author.

“But he wouldn’t come to audition™ Reisfeld, Jobnny Depp, page 51.

“He was ideal”: Reisfeld, Johnny Depp, page S1.

who in one scene rode an oil pumpjack: Sweet, “Laurie Frank.”

“Up and down. Up and down”: Sweet, “Laurie Frank.”

“They really fell madly in love™ “E! True Hollywood Story: Johnny Depp (2005),” IMDb,
accessed May 25, 2026, https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0969926/.

“Laurie wasn’t chosen for the second year” Byars, interview with author.

in which Depp played the stepson of an artist’s wife: “Slow Burn (1986),” IMDDb, accessed May 25,
2026, https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0091972/.

script had been rejected by every major studio: Brent Lang, “Oliver Stone on 40 Years of ‘Platoon,
the War in Iran and Hollywood Turning on Him over Politics: T've Learned My Lesson. Keep
Your Views Quict,” Variety, March 11, 2026.

the director, Oliver Stone, had found financing: Vincent Canby, “Unwanted ‘Platoon’ Finds Suc-
cess as U.S. Examines the Vietnam War,” New York Times, February 9, 1987.

replicate Vietnam and his own hellish experience: David Vergun, “Film Director Oli-
ver Stone Was a Soldier in Vietnam,” U.S. Department of Defense, January 12, 2022,
https://www.war.gov/News/Feature-Stories/Story/article/2889210/film-director-oliver

-stone-was-a-soldier-in-vietnam/.

CHAPTER 9: THIRTEEN WEEKS IN THE JUNGLE

93
93

thirty-three exhausted American soldiers: Dale Dye, interview with author, July 15, 2024.
the stifling heat that rose: Chris Nashawaty, “Oliver Stone Talks Plaroon and Charlie Sheen on
the Vietnam Film’s 25th Anniversary,” Entertainment Weekly, May 24, 2011.
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IN GoDp WE TRUST: Oliver Stone, dir., Platoon (Orion Pictures, 1986).

a hellish boot camp: Dye, interview with author.

It was saying, ‘Were going to be dropping you™: Ivan Kane, interview with author, August 13,
2024.

The letter was from: Kane, interview with author.

Some actors “freaked out”: Pat Golden, interview with author, July 1, 2025.

This was going to be thirteen days: Dye, interview with author.

“I'read for the part”: Tom Burke, “Johnny Depp: Hollywood’s Tough, Rough New Romeo,” Cos-
mapolitan, January 1991.

“Oliver met him at a party or something”: Golden, interview with author.

“Johnny just has™ Golden, interview with author.

“Frankly, it’s going to sound cliché”: Nashawaty, “Oliver Stone Talks Platoon.”

Stone would say Depp was “considered”. Nashawaty, “Oliver Stone Talks Platoon.”

“taking drinks off people’s trays™: Charles Kisclyak, dir., Brothers in Arms: The Making of Platoon
(Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, 2003).

‘a soggy airborne frat party”: Charlie Sheen, The Book of Sheen (Gallery Books, 2025), chap-
ter 17, e-book.

Sheen moved from bis first-class seat: Sheen, The Book of Sheen, chapter 17.

Sheen was “pie-eyed”: Sheen, The Book of Sheen, chapter 17.

Millions had stormed the streets: John C. K. Daly, “Ferdinand Marcos,” Research Starters: His-
tory, EBSCO, 2024, https://www.cbsco.com/research-starters/history/ferdinand-marcos.
refused to give up his presidency for several days: Daly, “Ferdinand Marcos.”

“It was just days after”: Ricky Lo, “Johnny Depp Finds Paradise,” Philippine Star, July 9, 2006.
Ferdinand and Imelda Marcos had been flown: Daly, “Ferdinand Marcos.”

“He had no idea who anybody was™ Mark Ebenhoch, interview with author, July 16, 2025.

“Is there any place around here to ear?”: Ebenhoch, interview with author.

“Oliver expected his passion to be matched”. Susan Watkins, interview with author, August 19,
2025.

the French socialite polish of his mother: Oliver Stone, “Child of Divorce,” in Chasing the Light:
Writing, Directing, and Surviving Platoon, Midnight Express, Scarface, Salvador, and the Movie
Game (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2020).

the hard-driving success of his American father: Stone, “Child of Divorce.”

He rebelled against boarding school: Stone, “Child of Divorce.”

admission to Yales class of 1968: Stone, “Child of Divorce.”

“the ladder I had to climb™: Stone, “Child of Divorce.”

Stone dropped out of Yale and flew to Saigon: Stone, “Child of Divorce”

1 didn’t have the courage to take my own life”: Stone, “Child of Divorce.”

was shipped off in 1967: Karl Quinn, “Please Don’t Make This About Politics: Oliver Stone Gets
Personal,” Sydney Morning Herald, July 20, 2020.

23



97

97

97
97
97

98
98
98
98
98
98

98
98

98
98

98
98
98

98
99
99
99
99

99

99
99

nicknamed Tropic Lightning: US. Army, “25th Infantry Division History, Army.mil, January 19,
2018, March 27,2019, https://www.army.mil/article/202819/25¢th_id_history.

Stone served in four combat units: David Vergun, “Film Director Oliver Stone Was a Soldier
in Vietnam,” US. Department of Defense, January 12, 2022, https://www.war.gov/News
/Feature-Stories/Story/article/2889210/film-director-oliver-stone-was-a-soldier-in-vietnam/.
was wounded twice: Vergun, “Film Director Oliver Stone Was a Soldier in Vietnam.”
fought in over twenty-five helicopter assaults: Stone, “Strange Days,” in Chasing the Light.

he had a Purple Heart and a Bronze Star: “Famous Veteran: Oliver Stone,” last updated June 5,
2023, accessed June 18, 2026, https://www.military.com/veteran-jobs/career-advice/military
-transition/famous-veteran-oliver-stone.html.

“I figured, why should just the poor kids go off to war”: Stone, dir., Platoon.

divided by what would become his “two fathers”: Stone, dir., Platoon.

pot-smoking “heads”: Stone, dir., Platoon.

I think now, looking back, we did not fight the enemy”: Stone, dir., Platoon.

“kid who looks as though™ Golden, interview with author.

“wanted a southern and small-town American look™ Stone, “Back to the Jungle,” in Chasing the
Light.

“I called my uncle”. Randi Reisfeld, Johnny Depp (St. Martin’s Press, 1989), 58.

Bob Depp, a marine sniper: “Pfc. Robert Depp Wounded in Vietnam Fighting,” Messenger-Inquirer
(Owensboro, KY), August 16, 1969.

“was seriously wounded in the fighting” “Pfc. Robert Depp Wounded in Vietnam Fighting.”

“My service to my country has been one of my greatest gifis™ “Bob Depp,” The Registry, Vietnam Veter-
ans Memorial Fund, accessed June 28, 2026, https://www.yvmf.org/registry/506409/bob-depp/.
“Yeah, I had an uncle who was there”. Reisteld, Johnny Depp, 58.

He also read books: Reisfeld, Johnny Depp, 58.

a collection of two hundyed letters: Bernard Edelman, ed., Dear America: Letters Home from Viet-
nam (W. W. Norton, 2002).

“One minute, youd be laughing” Reisteld, Johnny Depp, 58.

The movie was nonunion, and the pay was “Favored Nations™: Golden, interview with author.

I know and you know”: Kiselyak, dir., Brothers in Arms: The Making of Platoon.

“yelled at for an hour”: Gajewski, “Charlie Sheen’s Lifestyle Couldn’t Kill Him.”

“three badass retired Marines™ Charlie Sheen, The Book of Sheen (Gallery Books, 2025), chap-
ter 17, e-book.

including the Oscar-winning Saving Private Ryan: “Dale Dye,” Saving Private Ryan Online Ency-
clopedia, accessed May 25, 2026, http://www.sproe.com/d/dale-dye html.

“Forget about being an actor™ Dye, interview with author.

“Whoever you thought you were when you arrived on that airplane”™ The Prop King, “Military
Advisor to Movies ‘Dale Dye’ Interview About Platoon’ 1986, YouTube, February 19, 2011,
accessed May 25, 2026, hetps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qf--ieDCfvM.
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“You're going o suffer that way™ “Military Advisor to Movies ‘Dale Dye’ Interview About ‘Pla-
toon’ 1986

His assistants then distributed duffel bags: Dye, interview with author.

dog tags, ponchos, poncho liners, red-filtered flashlights: Mark Ebenhoch, interview with
author.

“Ger that civilian slime off of your gourd!”. Dale Dye, quoted in Charles Kisclyak and Jeff
McQueen, dir., 4 Tour of the Inferno: Revisiting “Platoon” (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, 2001).

“to reduce them™: Dye, interview with author.

he and the other cast members: Dye, interview with author.

“Somebody once wrote, ‘Hell is the impossibility of reason”: Stone, dir., Platoon.
Jammed into three or four oversized: Ebenhoch, interview with author.

“It was the middle of nowhere”™ Ebenhoch, interview with author.

Johnny wasn’t Johnny™: Kane, interview with author.

Dye directed them to make: Dye, interview with author.

“hooches,” as Dye called them: Kisclyak, dir., Brothers in Arms: The Making of Platoon.

their steady diet of MREs: Kiselyak, dir., Brothers in Arms: The Making of Platoon.

“But there was no bus pulling up™ Simon Bland, “Charlic Sheen on Making Platoon: “We
Screamed for the Medic!,” Guardian, January 3, 2022.

“Enemy movement”: Kisclyak, dir., Brothers in Arms: The Making of Platoon.

‘every kind of bug you can imagine”: Ebenhoch, interview with author.

the ‘enemy” was identified: Dye, interview with author.

“My assistants would go out™ Dye, interview with author.

“Give me a mag!”: Kane, interview with author.

“Meaning a magazine for his M16”: Kane, interview with author.

“For the first week or so™ Debbie Blaylock, “Actor Johnny Depp Finds Substance in Film ‘Pla-
toon,” South Florida Sun-Sentinel, February 4, 1987.

Depp had to learn how to speak Vietnamese: Scott Campbell, “The Role Johnny Depp Learned
a New Language For, Far Out, April 3, 2024, https://faroutmagazine.co.uk/role-johnny-depp
-learned-new-language-for/.

it was obviously a huge break”™ Eirik Knutzen, “TV Close-Up: Johnny Depp,” Toronto Star,
August 1987.

“He quickly assessed the best way to survive”™ Dye, interview with author.

They humped fifteen miles: Kiselyak, dir., Brothers in Arms: The Making of Platoon.

“Depp was very good at it”: Dye, interview with author.

“We went through real field exercises” Knutzen, “TV Close-Up: Johnny Depp.”

“It was hell out there™ Knutzen, “T'V Close-Up: Johnny Depp.”

Dye employed ‘a special effects guy™ Dye, interview with author.

T was supposed to”: Kiselyak, dir., Brothers in Arms: The Making of Platoon.

“Either you drink it or you bathe in it”: Ebenhoch, interview with author.
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“Twould have eaten my socks at that point™ Melissa Connolly, “Johnny Kitties: Celebrating Johnny
Depp Film #4—Platoon] Melissa’s Kitties (blog), September 9, 2010, https://melissaconnolly
blogspot.com/2010/09/johnny-kitties-johnny-depp-project-film_09.html.

Just as we joined up again” Knutzen, “TV Close-Up: Johnny Depp.”

“Then,” be added, “we got mad”: Knutzen, “TV Close-Up: Johnny Depp.”

“It’s a great, great movie™ Reisteld, Johnny Depp, 62.
Stone sent over a thirty-five-gallon trash can: Ebenhoch, interview with author.

“white lightning”: Ebenhoch, interview with author.

So fricking drunk”. Ebenhoch, interview with author.

“They thought they were going to the hotel”: Ebenhoch, interview with author.

“They looked like they had come™ Ebenhoch, interview with author.

“Ihat’s them!”. Ebenhoch, interview with author.

The company moved near the city of Batangas: Ebenhoch, interview with author.

“When we finally got to a hotel”: Kane, interview with author.

It was a mind-fuck™ Kiselyak, dir., Brothers in Arms: The Making of Platoon.

“He raised his voice™ Kiselyak, dir., Brothers in Arms: The Making of Platoon.

“It was coming out”: Kiselyak, dir., Brothers in Arms: The Making of Platoon.

“Whoa, whoa, whoa, calm down” Kiselyak, dir., Brothers in Arms: The Making of Platoon.
“What I just witnessed”: Kiselyak, dir., Brothers in Arms: The Making of Platoon.

“That was a very heated, scary” Kisclyak, dir., Brothers in Arms: The Making of Platoon.

T was going to the restroom” Kiselyak, dir., Brothers in Arms: The Making of Platoon.

Und there’s a curtain right there™ Kiselyak, dir., Brothers in Arms: The Making of Platoon.

“this violent like tug™ Kisclyak, dir., Brothers in Arms: The Making of Platoon.

Are you out of your fucking mind?™: Kiselyak, dir., Brothers in Arms: The Making of Platoon.
“Don’t leave me here™ Stone, dir., Platoon.

“CUT?” Stone roars over the rain: Kiselyak, dir., Brothers in Arms: The Making of Platoon.
“He'd push you, man”: Kiselyak and Queen, dirs., 4 Tour of the Inférno: Revisiting Platoon.

And he hit me with that™ Kiselyak, dir., Brothers in Arms: The Making of Platoon.

“my three seconds in Platoon™ Glen Collins, “Johnny Depp Contemplates Life as, and After,
‘Scissorhands,” New York Times, January 10, 1991.

“Platoon leaves many viewers”» Myra MacPherson, “Platoon, Echoing the Voices of Vietnam,”
Washington Post, January 25, 1987.

“The best fiction film™ Vincent Canby, “Platoon’ Finds New Life in the Old War Movie,” New
York Times, January 11, 1987.

Platoon grossed $138.5 million: “Platoon (1986),” IMDb, accessed April 2026, https://www
.imdb.com/title/tt0091763/.

I had the platoon lined up one day”™: Tom Berenger, quoted in A Tour of the Inféerno, 28:00.
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‘T had done Platoon™ John Waters, “New Again: Johnny Depp,” Interview, March 19, 2014,
https://www.interviewmagazine.com/film/new-again-johnny-depp.

“It’s Charlie’s movie™ Randi Reisfeld, Johnny Depp (St. Martin’s Press, 1989), 64.

“These people”: Waters, “New Again: Johnny Depp.”

In direct competition: Morgan Gendel, “Rivers Set to Host Late-Night Show on Murdoch’s
‘Independent’ Network,” Los Angeles Times, May 7, 1986.

“filled with shows™ Verne Gay, “The Fox Decade,” Newsday, March 30, 1997, C22.

“in a state of disarray” Verne Gay, “Out Foxed? Times-Post News Service, April 4, 1997, via
Newspapers.com, https://www.newspapers.com/image/1292554859.

“Theyre a new breed™ Harold Schindler, “Cannell’s Latest, 21 Jump Street; Sounds Like
Updated ‘Mod Squad,” Salt Lake Tribune, March 10, 1987, 8C.

“yule the television™ “Stephen Cannell *64, University of Oregon, accessed April 23, 2026,
http://www.uoalumni.com/s/1540/uoaa/index.aspx ?sid=1540&gid=3&pgid=3711.

‘a light, Happy Days™: Reisfeld, Johnny Depp, 70.

“Because Fox was™ Reisfeld, Johnny Depp, 70.

“Four baby-faced rookies™ Reisteld, Johnny Depp, 72.

“the blubber guy™: Jim Bawden, “Young Actors Take Quick Jump to Fame,” Toronto Star, Novem-
ber 1, 1987.

Usian American heartthrob™ Scott Stump, “How Dustin Nguyen of 21 Jump Street’ Helped
Change the Way We See Asian American Men,” Today, June 17, 2022.

“wanted Nicky”: Hasburgh, interview with author, April 10, 2024.

‘a little bit old™ Hasburgh, interview with author, April 10, 2024.

“It was clear”: Barry Diller, email to author, March 18, 2026.

“When Nicky Cage™ Hasburgh, interview with author, August 28, 2025.

“Would you please”. Waters, “New Again: Johnny Depp.”

“On the back of the jacket”. Hasburgh, interview with author, April 10, 2024.

“It was love at first sight”: Hasburgh, text message to author, March 23, 2026.

I tested for”: Bawden, “Young Actors.”

“not looking for” Hasburgh, interview with author, April 10, 2024.

“hot-shit office” Hasburgh, interview with author, April 10, 2024.

The scene was extremely tense: Hasburgh, interview with author, April 10, 2024.

“Okay, what do you think?”: Hasburgh, interview with author, August 28, 2025.

“We looked at tests™. Barry Diller, email to author, March 18, 2026.

“Hey, Johnny”: Hasburgh, interview with author, April 10, 2024.
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he worked for years for Disneyland Paris: “André Paradis: Biographie,” Té/é-Loisirs, accessed
April 8, 2026, https://www.programme-tv.net/biographie/295633-paradis-andre/.

“He appreciated the excellent French wines” Schwaab quoted in Royer, Vanessa Paradis,
chap. 32.

T was looking for a house to settle in long-term” Schwaab, “Johnny Depp. Rebelle et Mari
Modele”

‘Consisting of several Provengal-style buildings™ Royer, Vanessa Paradis, chap. 32.

I might have found something”™ Schwaab, “Johnny Depp. Rebelle et Mari Modele.”

“He was right”: Schwaab, “Johnny Depp. Rebelle et Mari Modele.”

and began what would become a $10 million renovation: Lauren Beale, “Johnny Depp Puts an
Entire French Village Up for Sale at $26 Million,” Los Angeles Times, June 19, 2015.
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“We lead the most boring life there” Royer, Vanessa Paradis, chap. 32.

“gotten used to secing them” Royer, Vanessa Paradis, chap. 32.

“The farm is in a little village™ Lidz, “What You See Is Not What You'll Get”

“the repressed passions, desires”: Miramax, Chocolat promotional material, 2000.

Twas thrilled when I heard that Johnny”: Juliette Binoche, interview with author, May 21, 2024.
Note that the rest of Binoche’s quotes in this chapter come from this same interview.

“We only have so many faces” Mark Binelli, “The Last Buccancer,” Rolling Stone, July 13,
2006.

as ‘a flamboyant transvestite” Roger Ebert, “Before Night Falls] review, February 2, 2001,
https://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/before-night-falls-2001.

“In another actor’s hands”: Lidz, “What You See Is Not What You'll Get.”
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“He had been out of the country for two years™: Tracey Jacobs, deposition, John C. Depp II et al. v.
The Mandel Company, Inc., No. BC 646882 (Superior Court of California, County of Los
Angeles, May 30, 2018), 55.
just before he turned ten: Grace Marks, “Johnny at 40, Evening Standard, August 7, 2023.
“Twent on the ride over and over again”™ Marks, “Johnny at 40.”

“l was transported back to the time”. Marks, “Johnny at 40.”

s the new writers went to work™ James B. Stewart, DisneyWar: The Battle for Magic Kingdom
(Simon & Schuster, 2005), 399.

moved “from directing music videos™ Stewart, DisneyWar, 399.

“I thought the pirate genre was extinct™ Stewart, DisneyWar, 399.

“Images started popping into Depp’s mind’: Stewart, DisneyWar, 399.

“Mostly it was sword fighting” Philip Berk, “Satisfied Mind,” Filmink, October 2003, Johnny
Depp Zone Interview Archive.

“Well, there was a great book I read”™ Mark Binelli, “The Last Buccaneer,” Rolling Stone, July 13,
2006.

“This could be the end of onr careers”™ Stewart, DisneyWar, 400.

‘at Depp’s insistence™ Stewart, DisneyWar, 400.

‘divey, dark space”. Brigham Taylor, interview with author, August 9, 2024.

“He kind of smoothly glides™. Taylor, interview with author.

“the wonderful critical scene” Taylor, interview with author.

“Twould be the first to admit™: Alex Blumberg, host, Without Fail, podcast, “Nina Jacobson: How
to Make a Hit in Hollywood,” October 22, 2018.

jumped on, “at the last minute™ Dick Cook, interview with author, December 16, 2024.

staying on Nicolas Cage’s yacht: Cook, interview with author.

“nothing short of a miracle of a film™: Taylor, interview with author.
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“Everything they say about water”: Gore Verbinski, interview, An Epic at Sea: The Making of
“Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl” (Buena Vista Home Entertainment,
2003), 5:29-5:34.

“We went to the castle”. Anita Thompson, interview with author, April 24, 2025.

For the first time in its 48-year history”™ Kimi Yoshino, “Yo-Ho: ‘Pirates’ Scuttles Disneyland
Visits,” Los Angeles Times, June 27, 2003.

It feels like when the Beatles came to America™ Jerry Bruckheimer, interview, An Epic at Sea,
37:03-37:09.

“It’s about as surreal as it gets™ “Pirates of the Caribbean Premiere,” E! News, June 28, 2003.
“two big screens side by side”: Taylor, interview with author.

earning $305.4 million domestically: “Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl
(2003),” IMDDb, accessed May 20, 2026, https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0325980/.

“The movie belongs ro Jobnny Depp” Elvis Mitchell, “Mascara as Black as a Jolly Roger,” New York
Times, July 9, 2003.

“His performance is original™ Roger Ebert, “Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black
Pearl] review, July 9, 2003, https://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/pirates-of-the-caribbean-the
-curse-of-the-black-pearl-2003.

My first reaction was, Why?”: Erik Hedegaard, “Johnny Depp: Johnny Darko,” Rolling Stone,
February 10, 2005.

Pirates dominating the box office: “Pirates Steal No. 1 Spot and Box Office Gold,” Guardian,
July 14, 2003, https://www.theguardian.com/film/2003/jul/14/news]1.

“Here you leave today™ “Disneyland Resort,” Disneyland Public Affairs, July 17, 2024.
“franchising deals in toys™ Kelly Loudenberg and Makiko Wholey, Hollywood Vampires: Johnny
Depp, Amber Heard, and the Celebrity Exploitation Machine (Dey Street, 2025), 5-6.

I drew the line at hygiene products™ Josh Rottenberg, “Depp: I Draw the Line at ‘Capt. Jack
Toothpaste,” Entertainment Weekly, May 10, 2007.

“By 2011, Pirates-related merchandise™ Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vampires, 6.

J. M. Barrie, the married, childless Scottish author: “J. M. Barrie,” Britannica, accessed April 9,
2026, https://www.britannica.com/biography/J-M-Barrie.

T bought an electric fart machine™ Elizabeth Blair, “Johnny Depp: ‘Finding Neverland,”
NPR, November 12, 2004, https://www.npr.org/2004/11/12/4165508/johnny-depp-find
ing-neverland.

“Somehow, everything just felt good”: Bruce Witkin, interview with author, February 8, 2024.
Finding Neverland was a hit: “Finding Neverland (2004); IMDb, accessed April 9, 2026,
hetps://www.imdb.com/title/tt0308644/.

“Depp’s face becomes a window into Barries™. Peter Travers, “Finding Neverland, Rolling Stone,
November 3, 2004.

December 2001 disappearance: “Anthony Vivien Fox,” Charley Project, December 28, 2021,

hteps://charleyproject.org/case/anthony-vivien-fox.
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Along with Fox, Depp: Fox v. Safe in Heaven Dead Productions, Inc., WL 25671070 (Superior
Court of California, County of Los Angeles, 2003).

“Contrary to all the crazy conspiracy theories™ Paul Barresi, Johnny Depp’s Accidental Fixer: How a
Hollywood Sleuth Saved a Pirate’s Honor (WritersClique.com, 2024), 29.

No charges were ever filed: Anthony V. Fox v. Safe in Heaven Dead Productions, Inc., et al., Case
No. SC062176 (Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles, July 3, 2000).

In 2004, Depp transferred his shares: Edwards, Last Night at the Viper Room, 226.
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Mandel had met Depp a few years earlier: Depp v. The Mandel Company, First Amended
Cross-Complaint, Case No. BC646882 (Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles,
May 1,2017), 1.
“beauty contest” The Mandel Company, Depp v. The Mandel Company, First Amended
Cross-Complaint, 1.
in 1999, Mandel found himself driving: Mark Seal, “How Did Johnny Depp Find Himself in a
Financial Crisis?,” Vanity Fair, July 5, 2017.
Depp, then thirty-six, greeted Mandel: Seal, “How Did Johnny Depp Find Himself in a Financial
Crisis?”
Depp’s first $100 million: “Sleepy Hollow? Box Office Mojo, accessed April 9, 2026,
hetps://www.boxofficemojo.com/release/r13480323585/.
$10 million for the first installment: Angel Shaw, “How Much Johnny Depp Was Paid for All 5
Pirates of the Caribbean Movies,” ScreenRant, September 18, 2023.
$20 million in base pay: Seal, “How Did Johnny Depp Find Himself in a Financial Crisis?”
more than $40 million in back-end payments: Stephen Galloway and Ashley Cullins, “Johnny
Depp: A Star in Crisis and the Insane Story of His ‘Missing’ Millions,” Hollywood Reporter,
May 10, 2017.

“‘never-ending desive to spend”: Depp v. The Mandel Company, First Amended Cross-Complaint, 15.
Which is how, in 2004: Seal, “How Did Johnny Depp Find Himself in a Financial Crisis?”
who himself reportedly blew through $150 million: Seal, “How Did Johnny Depp Find Himself
in a Financial Crisis?”
set sail on Cage’s yacht: Seal, “How Did Johnny Depp Find Himself in a Financial Crisis?”
“Maybe I should do what Brando did 30 years ago™ Kevin Cook, “Playboy Interview: Johnny
Depp,” Playboy, January 1996, Johnny Depp Zone Interview Archive.
It was Little Hall's Pond Cay: Seal, “How Did Johnny Depp Find Himself in a Financial Crisis?”
Mandel tried to help Johnny recognize the cons: Seal, “How Did Johnny Depp Find Himself in a
Financial Crisis?”

“There is a period once you finish a gny”: Douglas Brinkley, “Johnny Depp’s Great Escape,” Vanity
Fair, June 16, 2009.
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negotiate the price down: Seal, “How Did Johnny Depp Find Himself in a Financial Crisis?”
Depp had found one in Turkey: Seal, “How Did Johnny Depp Find Himself in a Financial
Crisis?”

The asking price was said to be: Seal, “How Did Johnny Depp Find Himself in a Financial Crisis?”
Depp dispatched his sister to insist: Seal, “How Did Johnny Depp Find Himself in a Financial Crisis?”
Fifteen minutes later: Seal, “How Did Johnny Depp Find Himself in a Financial Crisis?”

1 get it and I'm OK with it”: Seal, “How Did Johnny Depp Find Himself in a Financial Crisis?”
“Orient Express by way of Parisian brothel” Brinkley, “Johnny Depp’s Great Escape.”

Depp sought to annex: Seal, “How Did Johnny Depp Find Himself in a Financial Crisis?”

“That demon has visited me”: Cook, “Playboy Interview: Johnny Depp.”

he said he had no idea: Ricky Lo, “How Depp Is Johnny?,” Philippine Star, July 9, 2006.

“the largest and most successful law firm”: Mike Fleming Jr., “Jake Bloom Dies: Hollywood Attor-
ney Was 81, Deadline, September 7, 2023.

Some of the things that Jake was able ro do: Tracey Jacobs, deposition, John C. Depp II v. Bloom
Hergott, No. BC680066 (Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles, May 13,2019),
113.

“So the back-end”: Jacobs, deposition, Depp v. Bloom Hergort, 113.

UAnd because that was created”: Jacobs, deposition, Depp v. Bloom Hergott, 114.

A commercial flight with paparazzi™ The Mandel Company, Depp v. The Mandel Company, First
Amended Cross-Complaint, May 1,2017, 18.

“Money doesn’t change anybody™ Larry King, host, Larry King Special: Johnny Depp, aired Octo-
ber 16,2011, on CNN.

“Nicolas Cage, John C. Reilly”: “Secrets of Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory Revealed,” E!
News, December 15, 2023.

Treally didn’t think about anybody else”: Tim Burton, Burton on Burton, rev. ed., ed. Mark Salis-
bury (Faber & Faber, 2006), 230.

“asking if I could make it down”: Johnny Depp, “Foreword,” Burton on Burton, xv.

“zoomed immediately to the subject at hand™ Depp, “Foreword,” Burton on Burton, xv. Note that
the rest of the quotes about this conversation come from this same source.

Johnny decided that he wanted to have: Jacobs, deposition, Depp v. Bloom Hergott, 26.

“who had independently financed”: Jacobs, deposition, Depp v. Bloom Hergott, 26.

Among indie filmmakers”: Kelly Loudenberg and Makiko Wholey, Hollywood Vampires: Johnny
Depp, Amber Heard, and the Celebrity Exploitation Machine (Dey Street, 2025), 10.

8475 million on a reported $150 million: “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (2005),” IMDb,
accessed April 9, 2026, https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0367594/.

$153 million against its reported $50 million budget: “Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet
Street (2007),” IMDDb, accessed April 9, 2026, https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0408236/.
grossed over $1 billion: “Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man’s Chest (2006), IMDb, accessed
April 9, 2026, https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0383574/.
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grossed $961 million: “ Pirates of the Caribbean: At World’s End (2007),” IMDDb, accessed April 9,
2026, https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0449088/.

‘a beastly thing, full of hell”: Alison Flood, “Hell and Slander’: Hunter S Thompson’s Letters to
Childhood Friend to Be Sold,” Guardian, September 25, 2018.
where “one never quite knew” Johnny Depp, “Introduction,” in Bruce Robinson, Zhe Rum Diary:
A Screenplay (Vintage Books, 2011), vii.

A battered typescript”: Depp, “Introduction,” The Rum Diary, viii.

“in Hunter’s own hand”. Depp, “Introduction,” The Rum Diary, viii.

“He wrote the book in his early twenties™ Depp, “Introduction,” The Rum Diary, viii.

“reading it to one another”. Depp, “Introduction,” The Rum Diary, viii.

“immediately, the subject of a film was broached”: Depp, “Introduction,” The Rum Diary, ix.

“Hot damn . . . yessir”: Depp, “Introduction,” The Rum Diary, ix.

‘as easily as we had hoped”: Depp, “Introduction,” The Rum Diary, ix.

“But we weren'’t giving up”™: Depp, “Introduction,” The Rum Diary, xi.

“Okay, you lazy bitch”. Depp, “Introduction,” The Rum Diary, x.

“mutually obsessed with™. Depp, “Introduction,” The Rum Diary, xi.

“Have you read The Rum Diary?”: Michael J. Edwards, “Interview: Bruce Robinson on Coming Out
of Retirement for THE RUM DIARY;” WhatCulture, November 11, 2011, https://whatculture
.com/film/interview-bruce-robinson-on-coming-out-of-retirement-for-the-rum-diary.

“Twasn’t impressed by the book™ Bruce Robinson, interview with author, September 3, 2025.
“For someone who gets to drink™ Daniel Kelly, “Fear and Loathing in San Juan,” New York Times,
November 28, 1998.

“Nothing, nothing, nothing”: Simon Dang, “Bruce Robinson Started Drinking Again to Write
“The Rum Diary,” IndieWire, February 23, 2011, https://www.indiewire.com/news/general
/bruce-robinson-started-drinking-again-to-write-the-rum-diary-120148/.

“I think it’s called alcobolism”™ Robinson, interview with author.

“literally drinking wine all day while I worked”: Gayle MacDonald, “Bruce Robinson Was Never
Going to Direct Again. Then Johnny Depp Called,” Globe and Mail (Toronto), October 31,2011.
“You know I'm just going to have to drink”™ MacDonald, “Bruce Robinson Was Never Going to
Direct Again.”

“Ob, my God”: Robinson, interview with author.

“My sister, Christi, turned up at the house™ Martyn Palmer, “Keith Richards, Cheating Death, My
Fear of Camera Phones and Vanessa Paradis: A Surreal Evening with Johnny Depp,” Daily Mail
on Sunday (London), October 29, 2011.

“Tragic,” he told Tom Thurman: Johnny Depp, interview for Buy the Ticket, Take the Ride:
Hunter S. Thompson on Film, dir. Tom Thurman, full interview transcript, COLL MSS 388,
2006, Special Collections & Archives, Utah State University, 22.

“When I got the news”. Tom Thurman, dir., Buy the Ticket, Take the Ride: Hunter S. Thompson on
Film (Starz/ Anchor Bay, 2006), 1:06:19-1:06:34.
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“That bastard”. Depp, interview, Buy the Ticket, Take the Ride, 12.

I know somewhere in his crooked mind”™: Depp, interview, Buy the Ticket, Take the Ride, 12.

“You know, he brought it up”™ Depp, interview, Buy the Ticket, Take the Ride, 12.

A few days later, Doug Brinkley”: Juan F. Thompson, Stories I 1ell Myself: Growing Up with
Hunter S. Thompson (Vintage Books, 2016), 256.

‘essentially a party with music™ Thompson, Stories I Tell Myself, 254.

“and asked me to come”: Thompson, Stories I Tell Myself; 256.

“Slowly opened the door”: Thompson, Stories I Tell Myself; 256.

“The sculpture was a tapering silver tower”: Thompson, Stories I Tell Myself, 256.

“153 feet tall, 15 stories”. Thompson, Stories I Tel] Myself, 256-57.

“It has to be perfect” Steve Cohn, interview with author, March 26, 2025.

Cohn allegedly set the record on room service: Cohn, interview with author.

crews “numbering at least a hundred”. Cohn, interview with author.

“Hunter this is for you™ “Ashes of Hunter S. Thompson Blown into Sky, New York Times,
August 21, 2005.

“Then, at 8:46 p.m.”: Douglas Brinkley, “Football Season Is Over,” Rolling Stone, September 22,
2005.

“Everybody was speechless™ Cohn, interview with author.

T had lost my dear friend”: Depp, “Introduction,” The Rum Diary, xii.

Bruce Robinson, Depp: Robinson, interview with author.

“The plane just shut down™ “Johnny Depp’s Plane Engine Stopped While Shooting “The Rum
Diary,” Huff Post, November 2, 2011.

1 think I said, Is this it?”: Josh Grossberg, “Did Johnny Depp Almost Die in Plane Mishap?,”
Today, November 2, 2011.

‘and we were climbing back up”: Grossberg, “Did Johnny Depp Almost Die?”

“We were looking for the 1950s™: Robinson, interview with author.

reportedly both interested: Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vampires, 11.

“She was stunningly pretty”: Robinson, interview with author.

I found this amazing-looking girl”: Robinson, interview with author.

“wasn'’t sure about her capabilities as an actress™ Johnny Depp, testimony, John C. Depp II v.
Amber Laura Heard, No. CL-2019-2911 (Va. Cir. Ct. Fairfax County, April 19, 2022), trial
transcript, Planet Depos via DeppDive.net, 1665.

“She came to my office”: Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 19, 2022, 1665.

“Hunter’s dream of a character”: Johnny Depp, second witness statement, Depp v. News Group
Newspapers Ltd (NGN) and Dan Waotton, Claim No. QB-2018-006323 (High Court of Jus-
tice, Queen’s Bench Division, December 12,2019), 4.

“her perfect ass”. .. “left a perfect”. Whitney Henriquez, testimony in Depp v. Heard, May 18,
2022, 104, Pool TV transcript.

“She was sweet as pie”: Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 19, 2022, 1666.
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Heard had grown up in Manor, Texas: Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vampires, 31.

At sixteen, Amber marched into the offices: Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vampires, 29.
“She wanted the ability”: Alicia Dennis, “Amber Heard’s First Agent: Brains, Ambition Set Her
Apart,” People, January 23, 2014.

“When 1 put my mind to something I really do it”: Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vam-
pires,31.
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In March 2009, Johnny sailed on his yacht: Kelly Loudenberg and Makiko Wholey, Hollywood
Vampires: Johnny Depp, Amber Heard, and the Celebrity Exploitation Machine (Dey Street,
2025), 3.

He had a crew of eight on the boat: Douglas Brinkley, “Johnny Depp’s Great Escape,” Vanity Fair,
June 16, 2009.

T had the family down there for a couple of months™ “Johnny Depp on Shooting “The Rum

>»

Diary,” interview by Nancy O’Dell, Entertainment Tonight, October 13,2011.

Johnny can never be alone, you know”. Bruce Robinson, interview with author, September 3,
2025.

“She’s gay?”: Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vampires, 13.

“Don’t worry”: Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vampires, 13.

“Here’s to Hunter, here’s to rum™: Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vampires, 16.

It was kind of dark but kind of sweet t00™ Dan Crowe, “The Making of The Rum Diary, Port,
October 20, 2011.

I felr like something that I shouldn’t be feeling”: Johnny Depp, testimony, John C. Depp II
v. Amber Laura Heard, No. CL-2019-0002911 (Va. Cir. Ct., Fairfax County, April 1, 2022),
trial transcript, Planet Depos, via DeppDive.net, 80.

It didn’t feel like a normal scene anymore” Amber Heard, testimony, Depp v. Heard, May 4,
2022, 4208.

By 2007, Joel Mandel believed thar Depp: Mark Seal, “How Did Johnny Depp Find Himselfin a
Financial Crisis?,” Vanity Fair, July 5,2017.

Depp had to earn $60 million a year: Seal, “How Did Johnny Depp Find Himself in a Financial
Crisis?”

“take it easy”: Joel Mandel, email exchange in Depp v. The Mandel Company, Defendants’ Oppo-
sition to Plaintiff and Cross-Defendant, exhibit I, Superior Court of California, County of Los
Angeles, June 19, 2017.

G am doing my very best”: Johnny Depp, email exchange in Depp v. The Mandel Company,
exhibit L.

who reportedly did time in Stateville: Douglas Brinkley, “Johnny Depp’s Great Escape,” Vanity
Fair, July 2009.
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It was full lockdown” Brinkley, “Johnny Depp’s Great Escape.”

The movie earned about $214 million: “Public Enemies (2009),” IMDb, accessed April 9, 2026,
hetps://www.imdb.com/title/tt1152836/.

earned $1 billion worldwide: “Alice in Wonderland (2010), IMDDb, accessed April 9, 2026,
hteps://www.imdb.com/title/tt1014759/.

earning $245 million against its $150 million: “ Alice in Wonderland (2010),” IMDb.

“brings his own brand”. Manohla Dargis, “What's a Nice Girl Doing in This Hole?” New York
Times, March 4, 2010.

“Of all the morbid beauties in Tim Burton’s work™ Manohla Dargis, “A Vampire Thirsty and
Bewildered,” New York Times, May 10, 2012.

“immediate electricity from the bottom™ Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 19, 2022, 1666.
“I didn't want to get bit by that snake” Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 19, 2022, 1660.
about $30.1 million against its reported $45 million: “Rum Diary (2011), IMDDb, accessed
April 9, 2026, https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0376136/.

“I'm glad Depp and Thompson were so close” Will Leitch, “Review: “The Rum Diary,”
Yahoo! News, October 24, 2011.

“Most people don’t really get it” Dominic Maxwell, “Bruce Robinson: ‘I Grew Up Around Alco-
hol and Rage—and Put Them into Withnail and I” Times (London), May 1, 2024.

“It felt like there was an electricity” Heard, testimony, Depp v. Heard, May 4, 2022, 4218.

And as I went to leave” Heard, testimony, Depp v. Heard, May 4, 2022, 4218.

“Well, then we fell in love™ Heard, testimony, Depp v. Heard, May 4, 2022, 4218.

“We would just sit and talk for hours™ Leo Barraclough, “Amber Heard Alleges She Was Afraid
Johnny Depp Was Going to Kill Her,” Variety, July 20, 2020.

“When Johnny puts his attention on you™: Amber Heard, first witness statement, Depp v. News
Group Newspapers Ltd (NGN) and Dan Whootton, Claim No. QB-2018-006323 (High Court of
Justice, Qu}eﬂ’s Bench Division, December 15, 2019), 4.

the last time Johnny and Vanessa: Peter Gicas, “Johnny Depp and Vanessa Paradis: Anatomy of
a Split,” E! Online, January 18, 2012, https://www.conline.com/news/287443/johnny-depp
-vanessa-paradis-anatomy-of-a-split.

People magazine eventually speculated: “Johnny Depp & Vanessa Paradis Living ‘Sad’ Separate
Lives,” People, updated January 18, 2012.

A love story doesn’t last forever”. Catherine Schwaab, interview with author, January 15, 2026.
“living much of the time in Los Angeles™. Schwaab, interview with author.

‘@ bit bumpy™: Tim Walker, ““The Last Couple of Years Have Been a Bit Bumpy, Admits Johnny
Depp After Break-Up with Partner Vanessa Paradis,” The Independent, June 20, 2013, heeps://
www.the-independent.com/arts-entertainment/films/news/ the-last-couple-of-years-have-been
-a-bit-bumpy-admits-johnny-depp-after-breakup-with-partner-vanessa-paradis-8665692.html.
focus on his kids: “Johnny Depp on ‘Unpleasant’ Split with Vanessa Paradis,” CBS News, June 18,

2013, https://www.cbsnews.com/news/johnny-depp-on-unpleasant-split-with-vanessa-paradis/.
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T have been living in a state of constant poison _for years™ Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood
Vampires, 19.

“She was seemingly incredibly”: Vivek Chaudhary and Rory Tingle, “I Decided to Divorce
Amber Heard When She Defecated in Our Bed: Johnny Depp Calls His Ex-Wife a ‘Narcissistic
Sociopath’ Who Attacked HIM and Denies Ever Hitting Her at Blockbuster Libel Court
Showdown,” Daily Mail (London), July 7, 2020.

I was a no-name actor” Heard, testimony, Depp v. Heard, May 4, 2022, 4206.

“It was like I was dating a king” Barraclough, “Amber Heard Alleges.”

“Did Johnny Depp Buy Amber Heard a Horse?!”: Ken Baker and Rebecca Macatee, “So True? So
False? Did Johnny Depp Buy Amber Heard a Horse?!,” E! News, June 22, 2012.

Amber announced that she and Tasya: Jenn Selby, “Amber Heard Splits from Girlfriend Tasya
van Ree,” Glamour UK, June 28, 2012.
Johnny began sending Amber roses: Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vampires, 22.

what had previously been known as “Vanessa’s Beach™ Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vam-
pires, 21.

a three-hour “come to Jesus” meeting: The Mandel Company, Depp v. The Mandel Company, First
Amended Cross-Complaint, No. BC646882 (Superior Court of California, County of Los
Angeles, May 1,2017), 20.

“Depp was facing a potential public financial crisis” The Mandel Company, Depp v. The Mandel
Company, First Amended Cross-Complaint, 20.

“To save Depp” The Mandel Company, Depp v. The Mandel Company, First Amended
Cross-Complaint, 21.

In 2015, he sold his beloved yachr: Lilit Marcus, “J. K. Rowling Is Selling Her $20 Million Yacht
(with Interiors by ... Johnny Depp),” Condé Nast Traveler, September 15, 2016.

“The money was very low™ Tracey Jacobs, deposition, John C. Depp II et al. v. The Mandel Company,
Inc., Case No. BC 646882 (Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles, May 30,2018), 68.
“be didn’t want to do it”: Jacobs, deposition, Depp v. The Mandel Company, 68.

“It made $200 million™: Jacobs, deposition, Depp v. The Mandel Company, 68.

‘a movie thar Christi and Johnny”: Jacobs, deposition, Depp v. The Mandel Company, 85.

Asked if Depp received “any back-end on that™: Jacobs, deposition, Depp v. The Mandel Company, 86.
“part of my daily routine” “Style Edit: Johnny Depp on Music, Memory, Al Pacino and Loyalty—
the Face of Dior Sauvage Talks Seductive Scents, Escaping Press on His Caribbean Private Island
and Directing the New Modigliani Biopic,” South China Morning Post, September 8, 2023.

the first one opening with Depp playing: Jean-Baptiste Mondino, dir., Dior: Sanvage (Christian
Dior, Iconoclast, 2015), 2m.

driven by the image of Jobnny Depp” Bernard Arnault, “LVMH: 2022 Annual Results
video presentation, LVMH, January 26, 2023, https://www.lvmh.com/en/financial-calendar
/2022-full-year-results, 12:39-12:43.

“Not to be a pain™: Jacobs, deposition, Depp v. The Mandel Company, 95.
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Just ro let you know, his November movie™ Jacobs, deposition, Depp v. The Mandel Company, 184.
“Did you tell Johnny he has to make $25 million™ Jacobs, deposition, Depp v. The Mandel Com-
pany, 107.

T already knew he was in financial trouble™ Jacobs, deposition, Depp v. The Mandel Company, 109.
“How easy is it to find a $25 million paying job?”: Jacobs, deposition, Depp v. The Mandel Com-
pany, 110.

Johnny has purchased 10 cases of wine from 20/20”: Seal, “How Did Johnny Depp Find Himself
in a Financial Crisis?”

% Johnny Depp, hereby agree™ Seal, “How Did Johnny Depp Find Himself in a Financial Crisis?”

CHAPTER 23: THE LUCKIEST WOMAN IN THE WORLD
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The couple returned to stay at the Corinthia: Kelly Loudenberg and Makiko Wholey, Hollywood
Vampires: Johnny Depp, Amber Heard, and the Celebrity Exploitation Machine (Dey Street,
2025), 41.

T want you to be my girl”: Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vampires, 43.

I felt like the luckiest woman in the world™> Amber Heard, testimony, Jobn C. Depp II v. Amber
Laura Heard, No. CL-2019-2911 (Va. Cir. Ct. Fairfax County, May 5, 2022), trial transcript,
Planet Depos via DeppDive.net, 4350.

I acknowledge the fact I was the old craggy” Johnny Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 19,
2022, 1674.

They called each other Steve and Slim: Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 19,2022, 1674.
‘an angel,” Depp said: Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 19, 2022, 1674.

“this outrageous kind of almost cartoon cowboy” Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 19,2022, 1675.
“Great, fantastic™. Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 19,2022, 1677.

“She said Johnny liked that she was feisty” Christine Dembrowski, testimony, Depp v. Heard,
April 12,2022, 500.

Depp’s proposal was greeted with shock: Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vampires, 43.

I think they were two people” PA Media, “Amber Heard Was ‘Machiavellian, Claims Johnny
Depp’s Aide,” Guardian, July 13, 2020.

“It Must Be Serious, Then!”: “It Must Be Serious, Then! Johnny Depp Takes Amber Heard to
Dinner with His Beloved Mother Betty Sue,” Daily Mail (London), January 2, 2014.

‘a veteran of five marriages”™: Jerry Long, “Johnny Depp: Owensboro Connections,” Western
Kentucky History & Genealogy, February 29, 2024.

“THE RING DIARY”: “THE RING DIARY—ARE JOHNNY AND AMBER ENGAGED?’
Hello!, January 27,2014.

‘JOHNNY DEPP ENGAGED!”: “JOHNNY DEPP ENGAGED! How She Won His Heart,”
People, February 1,2014.

“No longer spotted out partying” “JTOHNNY DEPP ENGAGED!”
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“I'm gonna properly stop the booze thing™: Johnny Depp, text message exhibit in Depp v. Heard,
April 21,2022, 1915.

“He has a lot of experience”™ Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vampires, 50.
Johnny headed to his private island: Depp, second witness statement, Depp v. NGN, 12.

“When you try to come off Roxies™ Depp, second witness statement, Depp v. NGN, 7.

she “insisted” Depp, second witness statement, Depp v. NGN, 13.

“I hate to have to admit this”. Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 20, 2022, 1746.

“Ms. Heard often intervened”: Depp, second witness statement, Depp v. NGN, 13.

“There is no luckier man on this earth”™ Depp text to Paige Heard, August 19, 2014, Depp V.
Heard.

He paid for a bungalow for her and friends: Depp, second witness statement, Depp v. NGN, 13.
RN received text from patient”™ Debbie Lloyd, note exhibit in Depp v. Heard, April 18, 2022,
1279.

I'm all right,” Jobnny texted: Johnny Depp, text message exhibit in Depp v. Heard, April 18,
2022, 1285.

SJohnny Depp opened the Hollywood awards season”™ Martin Pengelly, “Apparently Drunk Johnny
Depp Cut Off at Hollywood Film Awards Ceremony,” Guardian, November 15, 2014.

“Very rock and roll”: Rebecca Ford, “Hollywood Film Awards: The Winners React,” Hollywood
Reporter, November 14, 2014.

‘expletive-laden introduction™ Stuart Oldham, “Johnny Depp Drunk Speech Video: Holly-
wood Awards,” Variety, November 14, 2014.

Johnny’s side wanted a prenup”™ Christi Dembrowski, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 12,2022, 493.
She didn’t take it well”: Dembrowski, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 18,2022, 1377.

she would sign whatever she needed to: Jackie Salo, “Amber Heard Claims Johnny Depp Hit Her
During Violent Fight over Their Prenup,” Page Six, July 20, 2020.

Amber and JD have been fighting™ Justice Nicol, approved judgement, Depp v. NGN, Febru-
ary 11, 2020, para. 311.

Amber adamantly denied this”. Amber Heard, fifth witness statement, Depp v. News Group
Newspapers Ltd (NGN) and Dan Wootton, Claim No. QB-2018-006323 (High Court of Jus-
tice, Quieen’s Bench Division, June 26, 2020), trial transcript.

“Do you really want to do this?”: Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vampires, 63.

Betty Sue’s house in West Hollywood: Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vampires, 62; Mark
Scal, “How Did Johnny Depp Find Himself in a Financial Crisis?,” Vanity Fair, July 5, 2017;
Liz Raftery, “Johnny Depp Marries Amber Heard,” 7V Guide, February 5, 2015, hteps://
www.tvguide.com/news/johnny-depp-marries-amber-heard/; Madeline Boardman, “Amber
Heard: I'm Still ‘Fiercely Independent’ After Marrying Johnny Depp,” US Weekly, June 9,
2015, hetps://www.usmagazine.com/celebrity-news/news/amber-heard-im-still-fiercely-inde
pendent-after-marrying-johnny-depp-201596/.

“I'met Johnny in the hallway™ Heard, testimony, Depp v. Heard, May 5, 2022, 4484.
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It was all very quick™ Keenan Wyatt, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 19, 2022, 1550.

Even guests like the legendary singer-songwriter Patti Smith: Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood
Vampires, 60.

conducted by Maria Kharlash: Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vampires, 64.

“She don’t love him”: Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vampires, 64.

It was definitely a predominantly Amber event”™ Georgina Deuters, testimony, Depp v. Heard,
April 14,2022, 1067.

‘dance party and drugs and music”: Sheila McClear, “Depp Trial: Amber’s Bridal Party Shrooms
and James Franco Pops By,” Los Angeles Magazine, May 17, 2022.

“Yes,” he answered. ‘As were we all”: Joshua Drew, testimony, Depp v. Heard, May 18,2022, 5620.
“Heard confirmed that she also procured mushrooms”: McClear, “Depp Trial: Amber’s Bridal Party.”
Johnny looked sedated”. Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vampires, 71.

He “gestured to the island around him”: Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vampires, 72.

bad repurposed a $20 million tax incentive: Nancy Tartaglione, “Will Disney’s ‘Pirates 5’ Be
Lured to Australia with Tax Incentive?,” Deadline, October 1, 2014.

“He’s done me a lot of favors™ Paul McCartney, in HDBeatles, “How Sir Paul McCartney Act in
Film Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Men Tell No Tales,” YouTube, June 4, 2018, hteps://www
youtube.com/watch?v=xQfxXZQgl90.

“very lazily written” Johnny Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 21,2022, 2058.

“Honestly, 1 will not again”: Johnny Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 21,2022, 2057.

‘an estate of unsurpassed luxury” Nikki Webeck, “Diamond Head,” realestate.com.au, Decem-
ber 6,2021.

“NEED more whitey stuff ASAP”: Johnny Depp, text message in Depp v. NGN, July 27,2020, 2419.
“More whitey stuff; yes” Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 21,2022, 2073.

Johnny had already been using”: Heard, witness statement, Depp v. NGN, 23.

He was four to six hours late: Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vampires, 81.

“Showing up late to set”: Tracey Jacobs, deposition, Depp v. Heard, January 28, 2021, 31.

I started work in London™: Ben King, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 25,2022, 2382.

“trying to trick her”: Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 20,2022, 1763.

Per Johnny’s telling: Depp, second witness statement, Depp v. NGN, 8.

“I'd be dead™: Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, May 25,2022, 7189.

“She continuously belittled” Depp, second witness statement, Depp v. NGN, 6.

“fat old man”: Depp, second witness statement, Depp v. NGN, 6.

“I poured myself”: Depp, second witness statement, Depp v. NGN, 17.

“When Ms. Heard came down”. Depp, second witness statement, Depp v. NGN, 17.

he “tried not to react” Depp, second witness statement, Depp v. NGN, 17.

1 then swung round”: Depp, second witness statement, Depp v. NGN, 17.

a “nervous breakdown”: Nick Wallis, Depp v Heard: The Unreal Story (Bath, 2023), 67.

“His hand was covered in red”. Heard, first witness statement, Depp v. NGN, December 15,2019, 27.
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“on the mirror, on the walls™ Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 25,2022, 2314.

“reminders of moments”: Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 25,2022, 2314.

“Malcolm, get in the car”: Malcolm Connolly, first witness statement, Depp v. NGN, Febru-
ary 25, 2020, 2.

Johnny, lets go, let’s ger out™: Connolly, first witness statement, Depp v. Heard, April 28,2022, 3361.

“Well, he’s the Boss™ Connolly, first witness statement, Depp v. Heard, April 28,2022, 3361.

“Yes, fuck off ": Connolly, first witness statement, Depp v. Heard, April 28, 2022, 3361.

“His finger’s just a mess”™ Connolly, first witness statement, Depp v. Heard, April 28,2022, 3363.

“She’s cut my fucking finger off ”: Justice Nicol, approved judgment, Depp v. NGN, February 11,
2020, para. 311.

The butler Ben King returned: Depp v. Heard, April 25, 2022, 2436.

a “three-day hostage situation”™ Heard, first witness statement, Depp v. NGN, 23.

“He grabbed me by the neck™ Heard, first witness statement, Depp v. NGN, 25.

“bent over backwards”™ Heard, testimony, Depp v. Heard, May 5, 2022, 4521.

Dr. David Kipper testified: Depp v. Heard, April 18,2022, 1203.

“It’s insane to hear heinous accusations™ Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, May 25,2022, 7230.
King, the elegant butler: Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vampires, 78.
past the red wine—stained wallpaper: Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vampires, 87.
drawn on a picture: Ben King, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 25, 2022, 2446.

T thought, that’s probably a pretty good place”: King, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 25,2022, 2414.

U1l be the end if I leave™ Johnny Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 25,2022, 2425.

“Have you ever been so angry with someone™ King, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 25,2022, 2429.
Amber claimed that she only noticed: Heard, testimony, Depp v. Heard, May 5, 2022, 4526.
Johnny always maintained: Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 21,2022, 2076.

Amber said that Johnny was the one: Heard, testimony, Depp v. Heard, May 5, 2022, 4516.

“give me a finger again”: Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 20,2022, 1777.

He wore a bandage: Depp v. Heard, April 20,2022, 1777.

Disney reportedly lost $350,000: Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vampires, 91.

Early in the morning on March 23: Travis McGivern, first witness statement, Depp v. NGN,
February 2020, D164.

In Whitney’s telling: Whitney Henriquez, first witness statement, Depp v. NGN, December 19,
2019, E101.

T was standing right there” Henriquez, first witness statement, Depp v. NGN, E112.

At no point did Mr. Depp™ McGivern, first witness statement, Depp v. NGN, February 2020,
D165.

“Those first few days were”: Ben King, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 25,2022, 2433.

What Ben didn’t know: Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vampires, 93.

“War on Terrier”: Francesca Bacardi, “Johnny Depp Makes Fun of His and Amber Heard’s
Dog Apology Video: Tm Going to Do This Everywhere I Go,” E! Online, May 9, 2016,
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https://www.conline.com/news/763314/johnny-depp-makes-fun-of-his-and-amber-heard
-s-dog-apology-video-i-m-going-to-do-this-everywhere-i-go.

Ultimately, the incident was resolved: Bacardi, “Johnny Depp Makes Fun.”

“The Johnny Depp apology™ Ricky Gervais (@rickygervais), “The Johnny Depp apology feels
like a hostage video,” X (formerly Twitter), April 18, 2016, hteps://x.com/rickygervais/status
/722009202185650176.

I don’t think he'll get an Academy Award”: “Australia Politician Mocks Depp and Heard Apol-
ogy Video, BBC News, April 19, 2016.

raking in $271 million globally: Anita Busch, “Pirates’ $208M Global Take Pushes Disney into
$3B for 2017 & Franchise Past $4B,” Deadline, May 30, 2017.

CHAPTER 24: THE BURNING BED
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a forensic study [to] evaluate his financial affairs”> Edward White, testimony, John C. Depp II
v. Amber Laura Heard, No. CL-2019-0002911 (Va. Cir. Ct., Fairfax County, April 28,2022),3269.
Instead, at 7:30 p.m.: Depp v. Heard, April 28,2022, 3270.

“no idea about money”. Johnny Depp, reexamination, Depp v. News Group Newspapers Ltd
(NGN) and Dan Wootton, Claim No. QB-2018-006323 (High Court of Justice, Queen’s Bench
Division, July 13, 2020), trial transcript, 715.

in the “early stages of learning”™ Depp, reexamination, Depp v. NGN, 715.

‘a state of shock™ Johnny Depp, second witness statement, Depp v. NGN, D46.

“have smoked some cannabis”: Depp, reexamination, Depp v. NGN, trial transcript, 716.
‘coherent” Malcom Connolly, cross-examination, Depp v. NGN, trial transcript, Day 12, 1956.
‘drunk”. Whitney Henriquez, first witness statement, Depp v. NGN, December 19,2019, E101.
“Our favorite things about Amber”. Whitney Henriquez, testimony, Depp v. Heard, May 18,
2022, 5722.

“When it came to Johnny’s turn”™. Henriquez, testimony, Depp v. Heard, May 18,2022, 5722.
Amber was clearly horrified”. Kristina Sexton, witness statement, Depp v. NGN, December 4,
2019, 14.

Amber said she had tried to explain: Amber Heard, first witness statement, Depp v. NGN,
December 15,2019, 34.

In Depp’s version of the story: Johnny Depp, second witness statement, Depp v. NGN, December 12,
2019, D46-D47.

“I explained to him that Ms. Heard™: Depp, second witness statement, Depp v. NGN, Decem-
ber 12,2019, D47.

“They had accidents in the house a lot”: Heard, first witness statement, Depp v. NGN, December 15,
2019, 35.

I have walked, cleaned up afier” Kevin Murphy, first witness statement, Depp v. NGN, Decem-
ber 12,2019, D86.
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“On 12 May 2016, Ms. Heard”: Depp, second witness statement, Depp v. NGN, December 12,
2019, D47.

“I resolved to divorce Ms. Heard on that day”: Depp, second witness statement, Depp v. NGN,
December 12,2019, D47.

G will never understand how we got here”. Depp, second witness statement, Depp v. NGN, Decem-
ber 12,2019, D53.

“weve not spoken to one another”: Depp, second witness statement, Depp v. NGN, December 12,
2019, D47.

1 brought my kids in to say goodbye™ Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 20,2022, 1825.
Twas relieved that she was no longer in that situation™ Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 20,
2022, 1826.

celebrate her life at her favorite restaurant: Micaela Hood, “Johnny Depp in Good Spirits, Hosts
Memorial Dinner for Late Mother,” New York Daily News, June 30, 2016.

T would call Amber”. Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 20, 2022, 1827.

“Ifyou hear screaming” Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 20, 2022, 1830.

“They were making a wonderful point™ Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 20, 2022, 1833.
“the Legend of the Grumpy”: Nick Wallis, Depp v. Heard: The Unreal Story (Bath, 2023), 158.
“You can have her now” Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 20,2022, 1834.

“with great force™ Declaration of Amber Laura Depp, Request for CLETS Domestic Violence
Restraining Orders, Case No. BD 641 052 (Superior Court of California, County of Los Ange-
les, May 27, 2016), 3.

“whacks me on top of my head”: Heard, testimony, Depp v. Heard, May 16, 2022, 4760.
“knocking things off the countertops™ Heard, testimony, Depp v. Heard, May 16, 2022, 4764.
“Leave her alone, Johnny!”: Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 20,2022, 1834.

I heard [Amber] drop the phone and scream™ 1O Tillett Wright, witness statement, Depp v.
NGN, E136.

officer Melissa Saenz: Depp v. Heard, April 26,2022, 2733.

She later testified: Depp v. Heard, April 26,2022, 2733.

Amber declined to file a report: Depp v. Heard, April 26,2022, 2780.

An bour later, another pair of officers arrived: Depp v. Heard, April 27,2022, 2858.

“That was it. The last encounter forever”: Johnny Depp, text message exhibit, Depp v. NGN, Feb-
ruary 11, 2020, para. 502.

The next morning, at ten forty-five: Starling Jenkins, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 28, 2022,
3399.

“Twas informed by Amber”: Jenkins, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 28,2022, 3399.

$420 in cash: Jenkins, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 28,2022, 3401.

s you may be aware™: Letter from Spector Law (Samantha Spector) to Jacob Bloom re Marriage
of Depp, May 24, 2016, defendant’s exhibit 782, Depp v. Heard.

The letter requested spousal support: Letter from Spector Law to Jacob Bloom.
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The next day, Depp’s divorce attorney: Kelly Loudenberg and Makiko Wholey, Hollywood Vam-
pires: Johnny Depp, Amber Heard, and the Celebrity Exploitation Machine (Dey Street, 2025),
113.

“Given the brevity of this marriage”. Anna Chan, “Johnny Depp Hopes ‘Dissolution of This
Short Marriage Will Be Resolved Qljckly,” US Weekly, May 26,2016.

“During the entirety of our relationship”™ Declaration of Amber Laura Depp, Request for CLETS
Domestic Violence Restraining Orders, 1.

TMZ headline later that day: “Amber Heard Claims Domestic Violence, Gets Restraining
Order Against Johnny Depp,” TMZ, May 27, 2016.

“She didn't want this”. Depp, second witness statement, Depp v. NGN, December 12,2019, D55.
“Ufshe didn’t want to file”: Depp, second witness statement, Depp v. NGN, D55.
Johnny was in Europe: Mike Miller, “Johnny Depp and the Hollywood Vampires Touch Down
in Romania for Their Final European Show,” People, June 2, 2016.

“INSIDE THEIR TOXIC MARRIAGE”: Jodi Guglielmi, “Inside Their Toxic Marriage: How
Johnny Depp and Amber Heard’s Marriage Turned into a Nightmare,” People, June 1, 2016.
“You notice people looking at you differently”: Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 20,2022, 1854.
seen publicly with Elon Musk: “Amber Heard: Hangin’ a Lot with Elon Musk,” TMZ, updated
May 23,2019.

“resolving [their divorce] in an amicable way™ Amber Heard, testimony, Depp v. NGN, July 23,
2020, 2103.

“Especially since I was under a court order™ Johnny Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 25,
2022,2369.

I don’t know what she was after” Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 25, 2022, 2370.
“psychologically, emotionally” Depp, testimony, Depp v. Heard, April 25,2022, 2371.

On August 16, 2016, Johnny and Amber settled: Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vam-
pires, 137.

“Our relationship was intensely passionate™ Rory Carroll, “Amber Heard Settles Domestic Abuse
Case Against Johnny Depp,” Guardian, August 16,2016.

“Need to close the deal at Fox™ Tracey Jacobs, deposition, Jobn C. Depp II et al. v. The Mandel
Company, Inc., Case No. BC 646882 (Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles,
May 30, 2018), 180.

‘opening offer”: Tracey Jacobs, deposition, Depp v. Heard, 173.

“calling everyone in bis orbit™: Jacobs, deposition, Depp v. The Mandel Company, 179.

“His life was in shambles™ Loudenberg and Wholey, Hollywood Vampires, 152.

“the role of a lifetime™: Camille Vasquez, closing argument, Depp v. Heard, May 27,2022, 7961.
“Raise your voice™ Karen Mizoguchi, “Amber Heard Speaks Up About Domestic Violence,”
People, November 25, 2016.

I.D. met the uncles of the prince”: Jacobs, deposition, Depp v. The Mandel Company, 176.

“I'm working on all fronts”: Jacobs, deposition, Depp v. The Mandel Company, 197.
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“I'm calling you in a second” Jacobs, deposition, Depp v. The Mandel Company, 189.

“He'’s $10-million-plus™ Anonymous source, interview with author.

‘agonizing quagmire”: Jacobs, deposition, Depp v. The Mandel Company, 199.

“Intuitively, I knew”: Jacobs, deposition, Depp v. The Mandel Company, 135.

“Hey, buddy, do you know Johnny Depp?”: Adam Waldman, “SCAMS,” §CAMS (Substack),
July 18,2025, https://substack.com/home/post/p-168570565.

“Honestly, I believe he came here to die”> Adam Waldman, “Hollywood Math,” §CAM$ (Sub-
stack), July 23, 2025, https://substack.com /home /post /p-168570565.

“The host needs to stay alive” Waldman, “$CAMS$.

“traditional Bel Air Colonial”> Adam Waldman, “The First Supper, $CAMS, July 19, 2025,
https://adamwaldman.substack.com/p/the-first-supper.

“red flags™ Waldman, “The First Supper.”

“without [Depp’s] permission”™ The Mandel Company, Depp v. The Mandel Company, First
Amended Cross-Complaint, 15.

“There were virtually no files”. Waldman, “The First Supper.”

“How much has Johnny made in his career?”> Waldman, “The First Supper.”

S percent for TMG: Depp v. The Mandel Company, First Amended Cross-Complaint, 10.

S percent for Depp’s attorney, Jake Bloom: Depp v. The Mandel Company, First Amended
Cross-Complaint, 6.

“who contracts to represent”: California Business and Professions Code section 6147 (West
2024), accessed May 20, 2026, hteps://law.justia.com/codes/california/code-bpc/division-3
/chapter-4/article-8-5/section-6147/.

“If they don’t”» Waldman, “The First Supper.”

A source close to TMG said: Mark Seal, “How Did Johnny Depp Find Himself in a Financial
Crisis?,” Vanity Fair, July 5,2017.

“I'm not a lawyer”: Seal, “How Did Johnny Depp Find Himself in a Financial Crisis?”
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