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Notes

Transparency serves us all, as well as future historians, so a guide to these 
notes might be helpful. We opted for clarity and useful information, avoiding 
duplication of attribution already in the text. 

The voluminous public record of the two Trump impeachments and trials, 
unlike previous ones, includes social media posts. In many cases, public figures 
provided their first reactions to events on that platform. Where a tweet is quoted 
extensively and its date cited in the narrative, such as many of President Trump’s, 
we have not provided a note. Where a tweet is mentioned without such detail, 
our notes provide the Twitter name (@realDonaldTrump), date, and time in the 
U.S. eastern time zone.

During the first impeachment inquiry, seventeen witnesses from govern-
ment agencies gave testimony in closed-door sessions. Some were interviews; 
some were depositions. In the notes, we have used the inquiry’s designations. 
Twelve then testified in public hearings. Transcripts were released from both the 
closed-door and public sessions. The dozen who testified twice, with the dates of 
their appearances, all in 2019, were: Kurt Volker, October 3/November 19; Marie 
Yovanovitch, October 11/November 15; Fiona Hill, October 14/November 21; 
George Kent, October 15/November 13; Gordon Sondland, October 17 (sup-
plemental statement November 5)/November 20; William Taylor, October 22/
November 13; Laura Cooper, October 23/November 20; Alexander Vindman, 
October 29/November 19; Tim Morrison, October 31/November  19; David 
Hale, November 6/November 20; Jennifer Williams, November 7/November 19; 
David Holmes, November 15/November 21.

Five others testified only in the closed-door sessions: Michael McKinley, 
October 16; Philip Reeker, October 26; Christopher Anderson, October 30; 
Catherine Croft, October 30; Mark Sandy, November 16.

At the end of the House inquiry, in December 2019, the House Intelligence 
Committee published a final report, “The Trump-Ukraine Impeachment Inquiry 
Report.” We cite the House report for its conclusions, but we generally relied on 
the witness transcripts in our quest to understand the thoughts and actions of 
principal figures.

The House inquiry also made public two sets of documents that were helpful 
in reconstructing the narrative of events surrounding Ukraine: Kurt Volker’s text 
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and WhatsApp messages, released October 3 and November 5, 2019, and texts, 
WhatsApp messages and other documents provided by Lev Parnas, released Jan-
uary 14 and 17, 2020.

Other vital sources came to light as the result of Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) requests by two watchdog groups. American Oversight obtained docu-
ments from the State Department, published November 22, 2019; the Office of 
Management and Budget, published January 22, 2020; and the Department of 
Energy, published January 28, 2020. The Center for Public Integrity obtained 
two sets of Department of Defense documents, published December 12 and 
December 20, 2019.

There was no inquiry phase for the second impeachment in January 2021. 
Our account of the trial’s four days was drawn from firsthand Washington Post 
reporting, the briefs filed by both sides, trial transcripts, trial videos and our 
own observations while watching the proceedings.

Prologue

	xvii	 “Father just came at me with a vengeance” Nancy Pelosi, interview with Joe Heim, 
March 6, 2019. This account of the interview is based on the Q&A feature subsequently 
published in The Washington Post Magazine, as well as Heim’s observations and parts of 
his exchange that were not published at the time. The Q&A was posted online on March 
11, 2019; it was published in the magazine on March 31, 2019, with the same headline, 
“Nancy Pelosi on Impeaching Trump: ‘He’s Just Not Worth It.’ ”

	xix	 She had been caught in crossfire Marie Yovanovitch, public testimony, House impeach-
ment inquiry, November 15, 2019, opening statement [hereafter Yovanovitch public tes-
timony].

	 xx	 She called for the removal “Remarks by Ambassador Yovanovitch on the Occasion of the 
5th Anniversary of the Ukraine Crisis Media Center’s Founding,” published online by the 
U.S. Embassy in Ukraine, March 5, 2019.

	 xx	 The ambassador’s openly calling Yuri Lutsenko, text to Lev Parnas, March 5, 2019. Lev 
Parnas documents released by the House Intelligence Committee, PDF file, “WhatsApp 
messages” [hereafter Parnas WhatsApp messages], pages 89–90. Translation provided by 
the committee, unless otherwise noted.

	 xx	 Putin had pushed the idea On February 2, 2019, Putin said: “As we know, during the 
election campaign in the U.S., the current Ukrainian authorities took a unilateral posi-
tion in support of one of the candidates.” Putin went on to say “female candidate.” Quoted 
in Shane Harris, Josh Dawsey and Carol D. Leonnig, “Former White House Officials Say 
They Feared Putin Influenced the President’s Views on Ukraine and 2016 Campaign,” 
Washington Post, December 19, 2019.

	xxi	 Giuliani and his team had picked up a new scent The Trump-Ukraine House Impeach-
ment Inquiry report [hereafter House Impeachment Report] documented the efforts of 
Giuliani-led efforts in Ukraine. The report said Giuliani had discussions with his Ukrai-
nian contacts about Joe and Hunter Biden in January 2019. House Impeachment Report, 
page 43.

	xxi	 “Now the Ambassador points” Yuri Lutsenko, text to Lev Parnas, March 6, 2019, Parnas 
WhatsApp messages, page 90.

	xxii	 “impeach the motherfucker” Amy B Wang, “Rep. Rashida Tlaib Profanely Promised to 
Impeach Trump. She’s Not Sorry,” Washington Post, January 4, 2019.

	xxii	 grinding her teeth Mary Jordan interview with sources close to Pelosi. Also reported by 
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Molly Ball in “ ‘We’ve Upped the Ante.’ Why Nancy Pelosi Is Going All in Against Trump,” 
Time, January 9, 2020.

	xxii	 “until you have the facts” Nancy Pelosi, weekly press conference, May 18, 2017. Pelosi’s 
office publishes transcripts of nearly all of her public remarks, as well as statements and 
“Dear Colleague” letters. All citations of her remarks are based on the transcripts released 
by her office, unless otherwise noted.

	xxiii	the president “doesn’t know right from wrong” Mike DeBonis, “House Democrats Push 
GOP to Do More than Talk Tough on Trump,” Washington Post, August 16, 2017.

	xxiii	“An embarrassment and a grave threat” “Pelosi Statement on President Trump’s Invita-
tion to Putin to Visit Washington,” July 20, 2018.

	xxiii	“Not only unconstitutional but immoral” Nancy Pelosi, “Dear Colleague on President 
Trump’s Muslim Ban and Press Event Tomorrow,” January 29, 2017.

	xxiii	“Petulance and obstinance” Nancy Pelosi, weekly press conference, January 10, 2019.
	xxiii	“Disgusting behavior” Nancy Pelosi (@TeamPelosi), Twitter post, October 12, 2016, 

7:15 p.m.
	xxiv	“Have no choice, sorry, sorry, sorry” Quoted in Jesse Byrnes, “Trump: Republicans ‘Have 

No Choice’ but to Vote for Me,” The Hill, July 28, 2016.

Part One: Threats

Chapter One: Watch Your Back

	 3	 On Tuesday, March 19 This account of Uglava’s discussion of his conversation with Lut-
senko is based on the depositions of George Kent and David Holmes. Kent recalls the 
U.S. Embassy reporting that Uglava “described his conversation the night before with a 
completely inebriated, drunk Yuriy Lutsenko, and Lutsenko was angry.” Holmes says that 
an embassy colleague spoke with an unnamed contact who “was drinking with Lutsenko 
for three hours the night before.” Deposition of George Kent, October 15, 2019 [hereafter 
Kent deposition], page 61; Deposition of David Holmes, November 15, 2019 [hereafter 
Holmes deposition], pages 15–16, 187.

	 3	 Yovanovitch “would face serious problems” Holmes deposition, page 15.
	 3	 Lutsenko was collecting Ukrainian “mud” Kent deposition, pages 50–51.
	 3	 You need to watch your back Deposition of Marie Yovanovitch, October 11, 2019 [here-

after Yovanovitch deposition], page 41.
	 4	 Lutsenko had made an alliance Yovanovitch deposition, October 11, 2019, page 41; 

House Impeachment Report, pages 40–41.
	 5	 If Yuri Lutsenko had learned anything This account of Lutsenko’s situation is based on 

the House Impeachment Report, pages 40–43; House Impeachment Inquiry interview of 
Kurt Volker, October 3, 2019 [hereafter Volker impeachment interview], page 34; Kent 
deposition, page 55; and supplemented by reporting from The Washington Post’s Paul 
Sonne.

	 6	 Yovanovitch had given him a “do-not-prosecute” John Solomon, “Top Ukrainian Jus-
tice Official Says US Ambassador Gave Him a Do Not Prosecute List,” Hill.TV (The Hill), 
March 20, 2019.

	 6	 The Hill’s website had posted two articles The second article focused on Lutsenko’s 
claims that Ukraine’s 2016 investigation of Paul Manafort’s political and business activi-
ties in the country had been intended to aid Hillary Clinton’s campaign. John Solomon, 
“Senior Ukrainian Official Says He’s Opened Probe into US Election Interference,” Hill.
TV (The Hill), March 20, 2019. 

	 6	 A couple of hours later came a tweet Sean Hannity deleted this Twitter post. Parnas 
texted a link to the tweet to Joseph Ahearn on March 20, 2019, and the tweet is included 
in his documents released by the House Intelligence Committee on January 15, 2020. Lev 
Parnas, message to Joseph Ahearn, Parnas WhatsApp messages, page 3.
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	 6	 “I just happen to have” Sean Hannity, “Don’t Forget About the Ukraine,” “The Sean 
Hannity Show” (radio), March 20, 2019.

	 6	 “Tomorrow’s the big day” Lev Parnas, message to Thomas Hicks Jr., March 19, 2019, 
8:52 p.m. Parnas WhatsApp messages, page 55.

	 6	 “Wait Tomorrow good stuff ” Lev Parnas, message to Joseph Ahearn, March 19, 2019, 
9:35 p.m. Parnas WhatsApp messages, page 2.

	 6	 Parnas was pleased In January 2020, Parnas gave lengthy interviews to MSNBC’s Rachel 
Maddow and CNN’s Anderson Cooper. Maddow’s interview aired in two parts on “The 
Rachel Maddow Show,” MSNBC, January 15 and 16, 2020. Cooper’s interview aired on 
“Anderson Cooper 360,” CNN, January 16, 2020.

	 6	 The campaign to discredit Yovanovitch The House Impeachment Report used the words 
“campaign” and “smear campaign” to describe the efforts of Giuliani and allies in Ukraine. 
“The attacks against Ambassador Yovanovitch were amplified by prominent, close allies 
of President Trump, including Mr. Giuliani and his associates,” the report concluded. 
See, in particular, the section titled “Rudy Giuliani, on Behalf of President Trump, Led a 
Smear Campaign to Oust Ambassador Yovanovitch.” House Impeachment Report, pages 
15–16, 38–48.

	 7	 colleagues complained of bias Jake Pearson, Mike Spies and J. David McSwane, “How a 
Veteran Reporter Worked with Giuliani’s Associates to Launch the Ukraine Conspiracy,” 
ProPublica, October 25, 2019.

	 7	 “Just got word” Cited in the ProPublica article, October 25, 2019.
	 7	 watched the taping Described in the same ProPublica article, above.
	 7	 “Have jr. retweet it” Lev Parnas, message to Joseph Ahearn, March 20, 2019, 12:36 p.m. 

Parnas WhatsApp messages, page 3.
	 7	 “You should retweet it” Lev Parnas, message to Thomas Hicks Jr., March 20, 2019, 

12:37 p.m. Parnas WhatsApp messages, page 57.
	 7	 “an outright fabrication” John Solomon, “As Russia Collusion Fades, Ukrainian Plot to 

Help Clinton Emerges,” The Hill, March 20, 2019.
	 8	 “Watch Hannity” Lev Parnas, message to Thomas Hicks Jr., March 20, 2019, 9:02 p.m.; 

Lev Parnas, message to Joseph Ahearn, March 20, 2019, 9:02 p.m. WhatsApp messages, 
pages 5 and 57.

	 8	 “Breaking tonight” Sean Hannity, “John Solomon: As Russia Collusion Fades, Ukrainian 
Plot to Help Clinton Emerges,” “Hannity,” Fox News, March 20, 2019.

	 8	 “Sounds like our Ambassador” Laura Ingraham (@IngrahamAngle), Twitter post, 
March 20, 2019, 9:21 p.m.

	 9	 “bad mouthing us like crazy” John Bolton’s account of this conversation with Trump 
from page 454 of his book The Room Where It Happened: A White House Memoir, pub-
lished June 23, 2020. As the book was being shipped, the White House went to court, 
asking for a restraining order to prevent its distribution. A federal judge rejected the 
request. The judge, Royce C. Lamberth, did not rule on the White House’s contentions 
that, among other things, Bolton had violated a nondisclosure agreement and execu-
tive privilege restrictions. But the judge wrote, after reviewing portions of the book, that 
Bolton “has exposed himself to civil (and potentially criminal) liability.” Lamberth also 
said Bolton may have failed to wait for the completion of a required prepublication review 
to ensure that the book did not contain any classified information.

	 9	 “we gotta get rid of the ambassador” Rosalind S. Helderman, Tom Hamburger and Josh 
Dawsey, “Listen: Trump Tells Associates to ‘Get Rid of ’ U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine,” 
Washington Post, January 25, 2020.

	 9	 “concrete evidence from close companions” Pete Sessions, letter to Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo, May 9, 2018. Cited by John Solomon, “As Russia Collusion Fades, Ukrai-
nian Plot to Help Clinton Emerges,” The Hill, March 20, 2019.

	 9	 Another $5,400 Indictment in United States of America v. Lev Parnas, Igor Fruman, David 
Correia, and Andrey Kukushkin, United States District Court, Southern District of New 
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York, October 10, 2019, pages 8–9. See also Federal Election Commission campaign 
reports, Pete Sessions for Congress.

	 10	 “Obama holdover” Laura Ingraham, “Analysts Examine Joe Biden And Son Hunter 
Biden’s Ties to Ukrainian Politicians,” “Ingraham Angle,” Fox News, March 22, 2019.

	 10	 still not disclosing his complicated relationship For a description of the various con-
nections between Joe diGenova, Victoria Toensing, their law firm, Parnas, Lutsenko and 
Solomon, see the extensive footnotes in the House Impeachment Report, pages 155–158.

	 10	 “pay attention” Rudy Giuliani (@RudyGiuliani), Twitter post, March 22, 2019, 11:38 a.m.
	 10	 “the most important piece” Dan Bongino (@dbongino), Twitter post, March 23, 2019, 

10:33 a.m.
	 11	 “A source close to the White House” Ryan Saavedra, “Calls Grow to Remove Obama’s 

U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine,” Daily Wire, March 24, 2019.
	 11	 extend her tour Yovanovitch deposition, page 121.
	 11	 “come out strong” Yovanovitch deposition, page 62.
	 12	 Barr was releasing a “summary” William Barr, letter to Lindsey Graham and Dianne 

Feinstein, ranking members of the Senate Judiciary Committee; and Jerrold Nadler and 
Doug Collins, ranking members of the House Judiciary Committee, March 24, 2019.

	 12	 Yovanovitch wanted a Pompeo statement Deposition of David Hale, November 6, 2019 
[hereafter Hale deposition], pages 22–23.

	 12	 His assistant messaged “no statement” Deposition of Philip Reeker, October 26, 2019 
[hereafter Reeker deposition], pages 46–47.

	 12	 the source of Trump’s ill feelings Bolton, The Room Where It Happened, pages 454–
455.

	 12	 Yovanovitch called Gordon Sondland Yovanovitch deposition, pages 267–268.
	 13	 “Lutsenko used Solomon” Melinda Haring, “Ukraine Just Showed Us How a Foreign 

Power Can Play Trump to Its Own Ends,” Washington Post, op-ed, March 26, 2019.
	 13	 “Ambassador Yovanovitch represents” Quoted in John Solomon, “US Embassy Pressed 

Ukraine to Drop Probe of George Soros Group During 2016 Election,” The Hill, March 26, 
2019.

	 13	 “Hate to bother you” JoAnn Zafonte, email exchange with Madeleine Westerhout, 
March 27, 2019, American Oversight State Department documents, November 22, 2019, 
page 55. All emails cited in this section, as well as material from the packet Giuliani sent 
to Pompeo (PDF pages 59–100), are part of that FOIA release [hereafter American Over-
sight State Department FOIA release].

	 14	 Hallelujah Glenn Beck interview, “EXCLUSIVE: Rudy Giuliani Responds to Dems’ ‘Quid 
Pro Quo’ Claims Amid Impeachment Hearings,” “BlazeTV,” November 20, 2019, available 
on YouTube.

Chapter Two: “Ready to Rumble”

	 15	 “This is the end of my presidency” Robert S. Mueller III, “Report on the Investigation 
into Russian Interference in the 2016 Presidential Election,” [hereafter Mueller Report], 
U.S. Department of Justice, March 2019, Volume II, page 89.

	 16	 Barr had made his claim William Barr letter to Graham, Nadler, Feinstein and Collins, 
March 24, 2019, cited earlier.

	 16	 one tweet included a 54-second Trump tweet, April 18, 2019, 8:54 a.m.
	 16	 Trump loved Twitter’s immediacy This account of Trump’s Twitter use is based on accu-

mulated Washington Post reporting by Josh Dawsey and the White House team.
	 16	 “modern day presidential” Trump tweet, July 1, 2017, 6:41 p.m. Trump wrote: “My use 

of social media is not Presidential - it’s MODERN DAY PRESIDENTIAL. Make America 
Great Again!”

	 17	 Only about one-fifth Stefan Wojick and Adam Hughes, “Sizing Up Twitter Users,” Pew 
Research Center, April 24, 2019.
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	 17	 tone it down During a CNN interview on February 29, 2016, early in Trump’s presi-
dential campaign, Melania Trump said that she disagreed with her husband on “many 
things—some language, of course.” Quoted in Mary Jordan, The Art of Her Deal: The 
Untold Story of Melania Trump, page 228. Jordan, based on the extensive reporting she 
did for her 2020 book, summarized Melania Trump’s view this way: “She has not liked 
everything her husband has said, and definitely has not liked everything he has done,” Art 
of Her Deal, page 6.

	 17	 “Ready to rumble” Jacqueline Alemany, “Power Up: ‘Ready to Rumble’: Washington 
Waits for the Mueller Report,” Washington Post, April 18, 2019. Other details provided by 
Alemany, email, April 7, 2020.

	 18	 Flanked by his two deputies Barr, “News Conference on Mueller Report Release,” 
April 18, 2019, C-SPAN video.

	 18	 “The investigation did not establish” Mueller Report, Volume I, page 2.
	 19	 “If we had confidence” Mueller Report, Volume II, page 2.
	 19	 “total victory” Press statement by Rudy Giuliani, Jay A. Sekulow, Jane Serene Raskin and 

Martin R. Raskin, April 18, 2019.
	 19	 “we’re very, very happy” Bill Hemmer, interviewing Rudy Giuliani on “America’s News-

room,” Fox News, April 18, 2019.
	 20	 “regrettably partisan handling” “Pelosi, Schumer Call for Special Counsel Mueller to 

Provide Public Testimony in House and Senate,” statement released by the offices of 
Nancy Pelosi and Chuck Schumer, April 18, 2019.

	 20	 “disturbing evidence that President Trump” Nadler news conference on redacted Muel-
ler report release, April 18, 2019, video at C-SPAN.org.

	 21	 “impeachment is not worthwhile at this point” Dana Bash, interview with Steny Hoyer, 
“CNN Newsroom,” April 18, 2019.

	 21	 her 4 million followers The Internet Archive’s WayBack Machine captured a screengrab 
of Ocasio-Cortez’s Twitter account on April 18, 2019, showing she had 3.95 million fol-
lowers. As of June 2020, that figure had risen to 7.3 million.

	 22	 “to discuss this grave matter” Nancy Pelosi, “Dear Colleague on Democratic Response 
to the Release of Special Counsel Mueller’s Report,” April 18, 2019.

	 22	 “I would just say this” Nancy Pelosi, “Speaker Pelosi Issues Remarks at Press Availability 
in Northern Ireland,” transcript published by Targeted News Service, April 19, 2019.

	 22	 “I can say as a Ukrainian citizen” Quoted in Anton Troianovski, “Comedian Volodymyr 
Zelensky Unseats Incumbent in Ukraine’s Presidential Election, Exit Poll Shows,” Wash-
ington Post, April 21, 2019. Other details drawn from a video clip of Zelensky’s election 
celebration created by Reuters and published with the Post story online.

	 23	 “We had you as a great example” Memorandum of telephone conversation, Donald J. 
Trump and Volodymyr Zelenskyy [White House spelling], April 21, 2019, released by the 
White House, November 15, 2019.

	 23	 Vindman had prepared talking points Alexander Vindman, public testimony, House 
Intelligence Committee, November 19, 2019 [hereafter Vindman public testimony].

	 24	 “look into it” Trump-Zelensky call memo, April 21, 2019, cited earlier.

Chapter Three: Walking the Fine Line

	 25	 “While our views range” Nancy Pelosi, “Dear Colleague: Duty & Democracy,” April 22, 
2019.

	 26	 “This isn’t about Democrats or Republicans” Quoted in Rachael Bade, Karoun Demir-
jian and Jacqueline Alemany, “House Democratic Leaders Say No Immediate Plans to 
Open Impeachment Proceedings Against Trump,” Washington Post, April 22, 2019.

	 26	 There’s also a political implication for not acting Huffman’s comment from Nicholas 
Fandos, “Pelosi Urges Caution on Impeachment as Some Democrats Push to Begin,” New 
York Times, April 22, 2019.
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	 27	 “This is not about politics” This account of the Democratic caucus conference call on 
April 22 is based on press accounts as well as Mary Jordan’s background interviews with 
Democratic sources.

	 27	 “the GOP should be ashamed” Nancy Pelosi, “Dear Colleague: Duty & Democracy,” 
April 22, 2019.

	 27	 “Well, look, I think” McConnell quoted in “House Democratic Leaders Say No Immedi-
ate Plans to Open Impeachment Proceedings Against Trump,” cited above.

	 28	 Now Delgado stood This account of Paul Kane’s district tour with Antonio Delgado was 
drawn from work originally published in The Washington Post. Paul Kane, “In a Trump 
District, a Freshman House Democrat Works on Repeating His Success,” Washington 
Post, April 27, 2019. Kane provided additional details, not published in his original work.

	 29	 He wanted it done, now Bolton, The Room Where It Happened, pages 456–457.

Chapter Four: “Courage Is Contagious”

	 30	 “She refused to be silenced” Michael Pompeo, remarks at the International Women of 
Courage (IWOC) Awards Ceremony, March 7, 2019, transcript published by the State 
Department’s Bureau of Global Public Affairs.

	 30	 “paid the ultimate price” Marie Yovanovitch, remarks at the Women of Courage Recep-
tion in Honor of Kateryna Handziuk, April 24, 2019, transcript published online by the 
U.S. Embassy in Kyiv.

	 30	 Some said Pompeo feared Yovanovitch deposition, pages 63–64.
	 31	 telling her that was impossible Yovanovitch deposition, page 130.
	 31	 Yovanovitch had been cut out Yovanovitch deposition, pages 65–66.
	 31	 an urgent call from Washington Yovanovitch deposition, page 112.
	 32	 There’s “a lot of concern” Yovanovitch deposition, page 126.
	 32	 why couldn’t she stay Yovanovitch deposition, page 127.
	 32	 if Taylor might “hypothetically” Deposition of William Taylor [hereafter Taylor depo-

sition], October 22, 2019, pages 50–51. In his testimony, and in interviews with Wash-
ington Post reporter Greg Jaffe, Taylor was uncertain of the date of Kent’s call. Kent did 
not provide the date in his deposition and public testimony. Based on other information, 
we concluded the call took place Thursday or Friday, April 26–27, but it also could have 
occurred on Monday, April 29.

	 32	 Taylor knew that his good friend Taylor deposition, page 50.
	 33	 “simply wrong” Roman Popadiuk, John Herbst, Steven Pifer, William Taylor, Carlos Pas-

cual and John Tefft, letter to David Hale, April 5, 2019, American Oversight State Depart-
ment FOIA release.

	 33	 President Trump has “lost confidence” Hale deposition, pages 43–44.
	 34	 a unique dilemma for Taylor This account of Taylor’s decision-making, here and later 

in this chapter, is drawn from Jaffe’s multiple interviews with Taylor and Jaffe’s previ-
ously published work, including “William Taylor Jr., a Key Impeachment Witness, Qui-
etly Returns Home to Trump’s Washington,” Washington Post, February 14, 2020. It is also 
based on Taylor’s deposition and public testimony.

	 35	 After a long flight This account of Yovanovitch’s dismissal is based on her deposition, 
pages 128–132, as well as on Karen DeYoung’s interviews with State Department officials 
and others close to Yovanovitch.

	 35	 “George has asked me to go to Kyiv” Taylor and Volker, WhatsApp exchange, April 29, 
2019, PDF released by the three investigating House committees on November 5, 2019, 
page 26 [hereafter Volker messages].

	 36	 “concluding her three-year diplomatic assignment” Christopher Miller, “U.S. Ambassa-
dor to Ukraine, Openly Criticized by Top Ukrainian Prosecutor, Departing Early,” Radio 
Free Europe, May 6, 2019. Miller’s story was the first to report that Yovanovitch was leav-
ing early.
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	 36	 David Hale wasn’t happy Hale deposition, pages 51–52.
	 36	 Several press accounts the next day For example: Robbie Gramer, Amy Mackinnon, 

“U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Recalled in ‘Political Hit Job,’ Lawmakers Say,” Foreign Pol-
icy, May 7, 2019.

	 36	 after “political attacks” Josh Rogin, “U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Is Recalled After 
Becoming a Political Target,” Washington Post, May 7, 2019.

	 36	 two top House Democrats made public Eliot Engel and Steny Hoyer, “Statement on U.S. 
Ambassador to Ukraine Masha Yovanovitch,” published on the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs website, May 7, 2019.

	 36	 Bolton saw the two matters Bolton, The Room Where It Happened, page 459.
	 37	 telling the New York Times explicitly Kenneth P. Vogel, “Rudy Giuliani Plans Ukraine 

Trip to Push for Inquiries That Could Help Trump,” New York Times, May 9, 2019.
	 37	 “This is definitely not our war” Anton Troianovski, Josh Dawsey and Paul Sonne, 

“Trump’s Interest in Stirring Ukraine Investigations Sows Confusion in Kiev,” Washing-
ton Post, May 11, 2019. The Post adopted Kyiv as the transliterated spelling for Ukraine’s 
capital city in October 2019.

	 37	 he was scrapping the trip Shannon Bream interview with Rudy Giuliani, “Giuliani to Urge 
Ukraine Officials to Investigate Biden,” “Fox News at Night,” Fox News, May 10, 2019.

	 37	 United States had given Ukraine about “U.S. Foreign Aid by Country,” Ukraine, pub-
lished by USAID.

	 38	 “What I’m pushing for” Anton Troianovski, Josh Dawsey and Paul Sonne, “Trump’s 
Interest in Stirring Ukraine Investigations Sows Confusion.”

	 38	 the U.S.-Ukraine relationship “would be sour” Rachel Maddow interview with Lev Par-
nas, “The Rachel Maddow Show,” MSNBC, January 15, 2020.

	 38	 Parnas messaged Shaffer Parnas WhatsApp messages, May 12, 2019.
	 38	 When Taylor arrived at the Old Executive Office Building Taylor interviews with Greg 

Jaffe.
	 39	 Vindman had drafted the letter Deposition of Alexander Vindman, October 29, 2019 

[hereafter Vindman deposition], pages 270–271.
	 40	 “I’m still trying to navigate” Volker-Taylor exchange, Volker messages, also cited in Greg 

Miller and Greg Jaffe, “ ‘Alarming Circumstances’: A Distressed Diplomat Tells a Tale of 
Venal Intrigue,” Washington Post, October 23, 2019.

Chapter Five: High Fives

	 41	 Volodymyr Zelensky high-fived David L. Stern and Anton Troianoski, “He Played 
Ukraine’s President on TV. Now He Has Taken Office as the Real One,” Washington Post, 
May 20, 2019. A video of the ceremony, created by Sarah Parnass of The Washington Post 
and published with the story, was also used to describe the event.

	 41	 In his first act as head of state Volodymyr Zelensky, inaugural address, official website of 
the President of Ukraine, May 20, 2019.

	 42	 She was in Kyiv, packing Yovanovitch deposition, page 308.
	 42	 At first, Vice President Pence was going Vindman deposition, page 128.
	 42	 A White House aide had called Deposition of Jennifer Williams, November 7, 2019 

[hereafter Williams deposition], page 37.
	 42	 had a theory about Pence’s pullout Holmes deposition, pages 37–38.
	 43	 cybersecurity adviser Abby Phillip, “Trump Names Giuliani as Cybersecurity Adviser,” 

Washington Post, January 12, 2017; Josh Dawsey, Rosalind S. Helderman, Tom Ham-
burger and Devlin Barrett, “Inside Giuliani’s Two Roles: Power-Broker-for-Hire and 
Shadow Foreign Policy Adviser,” Washington Post, December 8, 2019.

	 43	 help the Ukrainian city of Kharkiv Rosalind S. Helderman, Tom Hamburger, Paul Sonne 
and Josh Dawsey, “Impeachment Inquiry Puts New Focus on Giuliani’s Work for Promi-
nent Figures in Ukraine,” Washington Post, October 2, 2019.
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	 43	 When Sondland’s name showed up Vindman deposition, pages 127–128.
	 43	 Vindman had drafted a congratulatory letter Vindman deposition, pages 174–178.
	 44	 the delegation met with U.S. Embassy officials “DOE [Department of Energy] Records 

Regarding U.S. Delegation to Ukraine Led by Former Secretary Perry,” FOIA release to 
American Oversight, page 13. Perry’s briefing materials for the trip, including the sched-
ule for May 20, 2019, were part of the release.

	 44	 “Dammit. Rudy,” Sondland said Holmes deposition, page 18.
	 44	 Putin’s spokesman pointedly asserted “Kremlin Says Won’t Congratulate Ukraine’s 

Zelensky on Inauguration,” BBC Monitoring, May 20, 2019.
	 44	 “The United States will stand with” Rick Perry, “Comments to the Press by U.S. Secre-

tary of Energy Rick Perry Following President Zelenskyy’s Inauguration,” published by 
the U.S. Embassy in Ukraine, May 20, 2019.

	 45	 Perry came with a list of people Desmond Butler, Michael Biesecker, Stephen Braun and 
Richard Lardner, “After Boost from Perry, Backers Got Huge Gas Deal in Ukraine,” Asso-
ciated Press, November 11, 2019.

	 45	 Beware of Russia, he said Vindman deposition, page 131.
	 45	 Sondland found him articulate Deposition of Gordon Sondland, October 17, 2019 

[hereafter Sondland deposition], page 126.

Chapter Six: The I-Word

	 46	 a full-court press Rachael Bade and Mike DeBonis, “Some in Pelosi’s Leadership Team 
Rebel on Impeachment, Press Her to Begin an Inquiry,” Washington Post, May 20, 2019.

	 46	 upholding a subpoena Devlin Barrett, Spencer S. Hsu, Rachael Bade and Josh Dawsey, 
“Judge Rules Against Trump in Fight over President’s Financial Records,” Washington 
Post, May 20, 2019.

	 47	 row after row of 20 seats Description of room HC5 is drawn from a photograph provided 
by The Washington Post’s Paul Kane and Kane’s observations.

	 47	 Pelosi’s message: Keep investigating Mike DeBonis, Rachael Bade, Josh Dawsey and 
John Wagner, “Trump Angrily Walks Out of Meeting with Democrats After Pelosi Says 
He Is ‘Engaged in a Coverup,’ ” Washington Post, May 22, 2019.

	 47	 “It tore the country apart” Paul Kane, “Democrats Who Stood with Clinton Through 
Impeachment Urge Caution in Pursuit of Trump,” Washington Post, May 22, 2019. This 
account of the May 22 caucus meeting is based on reporting by Kane, Mike DeBonis and 
their published work. They provided additional details from their notebooks.

	 48	 “It is just as politicized” Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Twitter post, May 21, 2019, 11:16 a.m.
	 48	 “only thing” that gave her pause Quoted in Glenn Thrush, “Pelosi Pushes Go-Slow Strat-

egy on Impeachment as She Goads Trump,” New York Times, May 22, 2019.
	 49	 “Are you satisfied” “Fierce Showdown at the White House Between President Trump and 

Nancy Pelosi,” “NBC Nightly News,” NBC News, May 22, 2019.
	 49	 “It was a very positive meeting” “Pelosi Remarks Following Meeting on Democrats’ 

Progress in Oversight Efforts to Hold President Trump and Administration Account-
able,” May 22, 2019.

	 50	 Today’s agenda was to discuss Mary Jordan background interviews with House Demo-
crats.

	 50	 “I want to do infrastructure” “Statement by President Trump,” White House transcript, 
May 22, 2019.

	 51	 “very, very, very strange” Nancy Pelosi in conversation with Neera Tanden at the 2019 
Center for American Progress Ideas Conference, May 22, 2019, video on YouTube.

	 51	 A popular version included an image Rachel Frazin, “George Conway Contrasts Trump 
Denying ‘Cover-ups’ with Check to Michael Cohen,” The Hill, May 23, 2019. Frazin’s arti-
cle included a screengrab of Conway’s tweet, with an image of the check.

	 51	 “threw gas on the fire” Andy Biggs, interviewed by Neil Cavuto, “President Trump Can-
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cels Infrastructure Talks After Pelosi Levels Cover-up Charges,” “Your World with Neil 
Cavuto,” Fox News, May 22, 2019.

	 51	 “The Dimms are no longer borderline evil” Lou Dobbs, “Radical Dem Leader Pelosi 
Accuses Trump of Cover-up,” “Lou Dobbs Tonight,” Fox News, May 22, 2019.

Chapter Seven: “They Tried to Take Me Down!”

	 53	 sifting through his overnight emails This account of Harwell’s reporting is based on 
Steve Luxenberg’s interview with Drew Harwell, March 12, 2020.

	 54	 Sarah Sanders had shared a video Sarah Huckabee Sanders (@PressSec), Twitter post, 
November 7, 2018, 10:33 p.m.

	 54	 to make Acosta seem more aggressive Drew Harwell, “White House Shares Doctored 
Video to Support Punishment of Journalist Jim Acosta,” Washington Post, November 8, 
2018.

	 55	 using the word “cover-up” again Nancy Pelosi, weekly press conference, May 23, 2019.
	 56	 “a nasty-type statement” “Remarks by President Trump on Supporting America’s Farm-

ers and Ranchers,” White House transcript, May 23, 2019.
	 57	 Sondland could hear White House aides Sondland deposition, pages 88–89. This 

account of the May 23 meeting is drawn from three of the four participants (Sondland, 
Volker and Senator Ron Johnson). Specific citations follow.

	 57	 they had barely sat down Sondland deposition, page 75.
	 57	 “They were out to get me” Sondland deposition, page 126; Volker impeachment inter-

view, page 305.
	 57	 Trump doesn’t want anything to do Sondland deposition, page 91.
	 57	 “Talk to Rudy” Sondland deposition, page 61.
	 57	 “Rudy knows” Sondland deposition, page 70.
	 58	 “They tried to take me down” Volker impeachment interview, page 279.
	 58	 Instead of arguing, he told Trump Volker impeachment interview, pages 280, 304.
	 58	 he should expect about 45 seconds Greg Jaffe and Josh Dawsey, “A Presidential Loathing for 

Ukraine Is at the Heart of the Impeachment Inquiry,” Washington Post, November 2, 2019.
	 59	 “This is a new crowd” Volker impeachment interview, pages 30, 304.
	 59	 “That’s not what I hear” Volker impeachment interview, page 305.
	 59	 Sondland told Trump he was excited Sondland deposition, page 74.
	 59	 Senator Johnson felt he was in the strongest position Johnson, letter to Jim Jordan and 

Devin Nunes, Republican members of the House Intelligence Committee, November 18, 
2019, page 5. Johnson’s letter, written in response to a request from Jordan and Nunes for 
“any firsthand information you have about President Trump’s actions toward Ukraine 
between April and September 2019,” gives a detailed account of Johnson’s perspective on 
the May 23 Oval Office meeting.

	 59	 Sondland resigned himself Sondland deposition, pages 25–26.
	 60	 Trump megadonor Aaron C. Davis, Josh Dawsey, Michelle Ye Hee Lee, Michael Birn-

baum, “ ‘Disruptive Diplomat’ Gordon Sondland, a Key Figure in Trump Impeachment 
Furor, Long Coveted Ambassadorship,” Washington Post, October 14, 2019.

	 60	 YouTube immediately removed the videos Drew Harwell, “Facebook Acknowledges 
Pelosi Video Is Faked but Declines to Delete It,” Washington Post, May 24, 2019.

	 61	 The Politics WatchDog page hosted Harwell, “Facebook Acknowledges Pelosi Video Is 
Faked but Declines to Delete It.” Harwell did not report on the identity of the altered 
video’s creator. Kevin Poulsen, senior national security correspondent for the Daily Beast, 
identified him as Shawn Brooks, a 34-year-old day laborer and “Donald Trump super-
fan” who ran Politics WatchDog and was trying to drive traffic to his page. Brooks denied 
altering the video. He blamed another administrator of the page. But he expressed con-
cern at how easily prominent figures like Giuliani were fooled. Giuliani had tweeted a 
link. “I couldn’t believe it,” Brooks told Poulsen. “I was reading an article and it said, the 



	 Notes	 11

president’s lawyer, and I was like, what the hell? If he believed that she was really drunk, 
and he shared it, that’s kind of bad. Somebody that high up.”

Chapter Eight: “I Think Your Boss Doesn’t Like Ukraine”

	 62	 On May 28, Bill Taylor This account of Taylor’s meeting with Pompeo is drawn from his 
deposition and his interview with Greg Jaffe.

	 63	 He asked about the congratulatory letter Taylor deposition, page 57.
	 63	 Pompeo had prevailed on Trump Taylor deposition, page 57.
	 63	 The May 29 letter Donald Trump, letter to Volodymyr Zelensky, May 29, 2019. The let-

ter was first published by the Daily Beast: Betsy Swan and Erin Banco, “Exclusive: Trump 
Letter Promised Zelensky ‘Unwavering’ Support,” November 5, 2019.

	 64	 For weeks, she had been scouring This account of Pilipenko’s research and memo-
writing is based on Mary Jordan and Ellen Nakashima’s interviews in March/April 2020 
with people directly familiar with the Intelligence Committee’s work on Ukraine.

	 65	 Vogel had published an in-depth story Kenneth P. Vogel, “Biden Faces Conflict of Interest 
Questions That Are Being Promoted by Trump and Allies,” New York Times, May 1, 2019.

	 65	 He liked working on these puzzles Mary Jordan’s background interviews with people 
who have worked directly with Schiff.

	 66	 On June 4, he joined a gala U.S. Mission to the European Union, “Ambassador Sondland 
Brings Together U.S. and European Leaders to Advance Transatlantic Relations,” pub-
lished on the mission’s website, June 5, 2019.

	 66	 The food stations featured This account of the June 4 gala is based in part on photographs 
posted on Flickr by the U.S. Mission to the European Union: “USEU Independence Day 
2019.”

	 66	 The event was underwritten U.S. Mission, “Ambassador Sondland Brings Together 
U.S. and European Leaders to Advance Transatlantic Relations,” cited earlier. The post 
includes a video listing the event’s sponsors.

	 66	 Sondland wasn’t quite sure why Sondland deposition, page 86.
	 67	 “my old friend Jay Leno” U.S. Mission to the European Union, “Ambassador Gordon 

Sondland’s Opening Remarks at the 2019 Independence Day Celebration,” June 4, 2019.
	 67	 He was the son of immigrants Davis, Dawsey, Lee and Birnbaum, “ ‘Disruptive Diplomat’ 

Gordon Sondland, a Key Figure in Trump Impeachment Furor, Long Coveted Ambassa-
dorship,” cited earlier.

	 67	 Sondland had put in the “$5 million to $25 million” Gordon D. Sondland, Executive 
Branch Personnel Public Financial Disclosure Report, submitted to the U.S. Office of 
Government Ethics, 2019, page 29.

	 67	 supporting Jeb Bush Davis, Dawsey, Lee and Birnbaum, “ ‘Disruptive Diplomat’ Gordon 
Sondland, a Key Figure in Trump Impeachment Furor, Long Coveted Ambassadorship,” 
cited earlier.

	 67	 Trump’s “constantly evolving positions” Aaron Mesh, “Two Portland Hotel Executives 
Disavow Donald Trump After Being Listed Among His Event Sponsors,” Willamette 
Week, August 7, 2016.

	 67	 he routed $1 million to the president-elect’s inaugural fund Ashley Balcerzak, “250 
Donors Shelled Out $100k or More for Trump’s Inauguration, Providing 91% of Funds,” 
OpenSecrets.org/Center for Responsive Politics, April 19, 2017.

	 68	 He carried a wireless buzzer Greg Miller, Paul Sonne, Greg Jaffe and Michael Birnbaum, 
“Holding Ukraine Hostage: How the President and His Allies, Chasing 2020 Ammuni-
tion, Fanned a Political Storm,” Washington Post, October 4, 2019.

	 68	 “18th century Jefferson-in-Paris behavior” Davis, Dawsey, Lee and Birnbaum, “ ‘Dis-
ruptive Diplomat’ Gordon Sondland, a Key Figure in Trump Impeachment Furor, Long 
Coveted Ambassadorship,” cited earlier.

	 68	 He traveled for meetings to Israel Miller, Sonne, Jaffe and Birnbaum, “Holding Ukraine 



12 	 Notes

Hostage: How the President and His Allies, Chasing 2020 Ammunition, Fanned a Politi-
cal Storm,” cited earlier.

	 68	 Some at the NSC thought Sondland exaggerated Deposition of Fiona Hill, October 14, 
2019 [hereafter Hill deposition], pages 66–67.

	 68	 private dinner for 24 U.S. Mission to the European Union, “Ambassador Sondland Brings 
Together U.S. and European Leaders to Advance Transatlantic Relations.” The description 
of the seating arrangements is based on another album of photographs online: “Indepen-
dence Day Dinner,” uploaded to Flickr by the U.S. Mission to the E.U.

Chapter Nine: “Who Put You in Charge?”

	 69	 On June 18, Fiona Hill This account of Hill’s meeting with Sondland and other colleagues 
is based on her testimony, with additional details from Greg Miller’s interviews in early 
2020 with a person familiar with the day’s events.

	 69	 Some of the NSC staff had taken to joking Hill deposition, pages 203–204.
	 69	 ambassador to the European Union and its 28 members The United Kingdom formally 

left the E.U. on January 31, 2020, leaving the E.U. with 27 members. When Sondland and 
Hill met in June 2019, there were still 28.

	 69	 Sondland’s official role Sondland deposition, page 20.
	 69	 He’s driving off-road Hill deposition, pages 62 and 116.
	 69	 From Hill’s perspective, there were now two distinct fronts Hill deposition, pages 38–43.
	 70	 Nothing had “officially” changed Hill deposition, page 59.
	 70	 The E.U. ambassador was genial Hill deposition, page 116.
	 70	 ambassadors in Europe complained Hill deposition, page 115.
	 70	 He told her: Steer clear Hill deposition, page 45.
	 71	 “Gordon, you’re in over your head” Hill deposition, pages 113–118.
	 71	 She had taken the NSC job This account of Hill’s experiences at the White House is based 

on Greg Miller’s interviews with a source directly familiar with the events, and also draws 
from stories originally published in The Post by Miller and Greg Jaffe.

	 72	 At work, she arrived on many days Greg Miller and Greg Jaffe, “In Aftermath of Ukraine 
Crisis, a Climate of Mistrust and Threats,” Washington Post, December 25, 2019.

Chapter Ten: “Where Exactly Is the Line for You?”

	 74	 A waiter at the St. Regis Hotel This account of Pelosi’s appearance at the Monitor Break-
fast is based on C-SPAN’s video recording: “Speaker Pelosi at Christian Science Monitor 
Breakfast Series,” June 19, 2019. A transcript of the event was also used: “House Speaker 
Pelosi Interviewed at Christian Science Monitor Breakfast,” CQ Transcriptions, June 19, 
2019.

	 75	 James Clyburn, a close ally, had suggested Jake Tapper, interview with Clyburn, “State of 
the Union,” CNN, June 2, 2019.

	 75	 Pelosi had deployed her staff Rachael Bade, “Push to Impeach Trump Stalls amid Demo-
crats’ Deference to—and Fear of—Pelosi,” Washington Post, June 16, 2019.

	 75	 impeachment gaining ground among Democratic voters Joshua Jamerson, “Nearly Half 
of Democrats Back Impeachment Hearings Against Trump,” Wall Street Journal, June 16, 
2019.

	 75	 even saying Trump should be “in prison” Rachael Bade and John Wagner, “Pelosi Tells 
Colleagues She Wants to See Trump ‘In Prison,’ Not Impeached,” Washington Post, June 
6, 2019.

	 75	 She was “holding it together” Rachael Bade, “Push to Impeach Trump Stalls amid Dem-
ocrats’ Deference to—and Fear of—Pelosi,” cited above.

	 75	 Just the day before, Higgins had joined Jerry Zremski, “Higgins Calls for Trump 
Impeachment Inquiry,” Buffalo News, June 19, 2019.
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	 78	 Washington Examiner published a short story Russ Read, “Pentagon to Send $250M in 
Weapons to Ukraine,” Washington Examiner, June 19, 2019.

	 78	 A phone call from Mick Mulvaney’s office Eric Lipton, Maggie Haberman and Mark 
Mazzetti, “Behind the Ukraine Aid Freeze: 84 Days of Conflict and Confusion,” New York 
Times, December 29, 2019.

	 78	 “Russ—here is a story” Michael Duffey, email to Russell Vought, June 19, 2019. The 
email was among those released by OMB in response to American Oversight’s FOIA 
request, published on its website, January 22, 2020; Duffey’s email to Vought, page 2 of 
the PDF.

	 78	 he emailed Elaine McCusker Michael Duffey, email to Elaine McCusker, June 19, 2019, 
Center for Public Integrity DoD FOIA release. The CPI published the emails as a PDF 
on their website, December 20, 2019; Duffey’s email to McCusker, pages 44–45 of 
the PDF.

	 79	 McCusker replied, “Copy” McCusker, email to Duffey, June 19, 2019; Center for Public 
Integrity’s PDF, page 44.

	 80	 In late June, Volker huddled with Pompeo This account of Volker’s meeting with Pom-
peo is based on Greg Jaffe’s interviews in early 2020 with a source directly familiar with 
the event.

	 80	 Volker had scheduled a sit-down Volker impeachment interview, page 262.
	 81	 “Please don’t publish this letter” Quoted in Annie Karni, “Kurt Volker, Ukraine and a 

Turbulent End in the Trump Administration,” New York Times, October 5, 2019.

Chapter Eleven: Flyover

	 82	 people streamed to the National Mall Toluse Olorunnipa and Anne Gearan, “Trump 
Extols U.S. Military Might in Fourth of July Speech as Jets Fly Over Washington,” Wash-
ington Post, July 4, 2019.

	 82	 Some wore “Make America Great Again” hats Peter Jamison, Samantha Schmidt, Han-
nah Natanson and Steve Hendrix, “Trump’s Fourth of July Celebration Thrills Supporters, 
Angers Opponents,” Washington Post, July 4, 2019.

	 82	 banned by federal officials from flying Marissa J. Lang and Peter Hermann, “ ‘We’ll Be 
Ready for It’: Officials on Alert as Activists Plan Two Days of Washington Protests,” Wash-
ington Post, July 2, 2019.

	 82	 Holding hands with his wife “President Trump Speaks at 4th of July Celebration,” video, 
C-SPAN, July 4, 2019.

	 82	 delivered from the teleprompters Dan Zak, “Evening in America: What It Felt Like on 
Trump’s Fourth of July,” Washington Post, July 5, 2019.

	 83	 “Gene, I want you to know” “President Trump Speaks at 4th of July Celebration,” 
C-SPAN.

	 83	 “Epic” Andrew Clark (@AndrewHClark), Twitter post, July 4, 2019, 8:17 p.m.
	 83	 “#SalutetoAmerica was awesome” Deron Rossi (@deronrossi), Twitter post, July 4, 2019, 

8:17 p.m.
	 83	 “Biden faces his Waterloo” Trump retweet of Washington Examiner (@dcexaminer) 

Twitter post, July 4, 2019.
	 83	 “That’s why frankly, we have been spending so much time” Sean Hannity opening 

monologue, “Hannity,” Fox News, July 4, 2019.
	 83	 “Reducing our nation to tanks” Quoted in Olorunnipa and Gearan, “Trump Extols U.S. 

Military Might in Fourth of July Speech as Jets Fly Over Washington,” cited earlier.
	 84	 Nancy Pelosi was with her family Maureen Dowd, “It’s Nancy Pelosi’s Parade,” New York 

Times, July 6, 2019.
	 84	 quitting the Republican party Justin Amash, “Justin Amash: Our Politics Is in a Parti-

san Death Spiral. That’s Why I’m Leaving the GOP,” Washington Post, July 4, 2019.
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	 84	 “describes a consistent effort” Justin Amash (@justinamash), Twitter post, May 23, 2019, 
1 p.m.

Chapter Twelve: “Drug Deal”

	 85	 They had dressed in dark suits Group photograph tweeted by Rick Perry (@SecretaryPerry), 
July 10, 2019, 7:15 p.m.

	 86	 In a political career that started Karen DeYoung, “John Bolton, Famously Abrasive, Is an 
Experienced Operator in the ‘Swamp,’ ” Washington Post, March 23, 2018.

	 86	 Bolton’s fists-flying tough talk David Nakamura, “Trump Once Loved John Bolton’s Pug-
nacious Views on Fox News. Now Bolton Is Turning His Sights on the President.” Wash-
ington Post, September 30, 2019.

	 86	 Bolton opened the discussion This account of the July 10 meeting is primarily based 
on the testimony of Hill, Sondland, Volker and Vindman, with additional details from 
Bolton’s book, The Room Where It Happened, reporting by The Washington Post’s Tom 
Hamburger and previously published Post stories.

	 86	 Bolton and Perry then talked about Hill deposition, pages 66–67.
	 86	 Volker worried that the Ukrainians Volker impeachment interview, page 66.
	 87	 Danyliuk had been coached by Sondland Greg Miller, Greg Jaffe and Paul Sonne, “How 

a CIA Analyst, Alarmed by Trump’s Shadow Foreign Policy, Triggered an Impeachment 
Inquiry,” Washington Post, November 16, 2019.

	 87	 “Giuliani’s a hand grenade” Hill deposition, page 45.
	 87	 Hill had watched Bolton turn up the volume Hill deposition, pages 131–132.
	 87	 “Well,” Sondland said, “we have an agreement” Hill deposition, page 67.
	 87	 Hill could see Bolton stiffen Hill deposition, page 145.
	 87	 NSC team had warned Volker Hill deposition, pages 54, 113–114.
	 88	 Bolton, with a glance at the clock Hill deposition, pages 67–68.
	 88	 Sondland thought everything Testimony of Gordon Sondland before the House Intel-

ligence Committee [hereafter Sondland public testimony], November 20, 2019.
	 88	 He invited Yermak and Danyliuk Hill deposition, page 68.
	 88	 Go with them, he told her Hill deposition, page 68.
	 88	 Sondland emphasized the importance Vindman deposition, pages 64–65.
	 88	 Sondland then explained his view Vindman deposition, pages 29, 64.
	 88	 “We can’t make any commitments” Hill deposition, page 69. Hill did not explicitly say 

in her deposition that this was a direct quote, but she was sufficiently clear and specific 
about what she said and what Sondland said in response that we determined that the use 
of quotation marks was justified.

	 88	 He didn’t view the exchange as heated Sondland deposition, page 112.
	 88	 Hill said that she didn’t want to continue Hill deposition, pages 69–70.
	 89	 he and Hill had a quick conversation Vindman deposition, page 34.
	 89 	unacceptable as presidential behavior Bolton, The Room Where It Happened, page 

464.
	 89	 “You go and tell Eisenberg” Hill deposition, page 126.
	 89	 Perry tweeted the group photo Rick Perry (@SecretaryPerry), Twitter post, July 10, 2019, 

7:15 p.m.
	 89	 Bolton retweeted it John Bolton (@AmbJohnBolton), Twitter post, July 10, 2019, 7:39 p.m.
	 89	 He had sent them a message Taylor deposition, page 27.
	 90	 They were “very concerned” Taylor and Volker message exchange in thread with Sond-

land on July 10, 2019. Volker messages, page 36.
	 90	 He briefed Pompeo’s chief aide Taylor deposition, page 27.
	 90	 he texted Volker, saying he was eager Taylor and Volker message exchange. Volker mes-

sages, page 36.
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Chapter Thirteen: “Stray Voltage”

	 91	 On July 18, Ambassador Bill Taylor sat Taylor deposition, pages 192–194. This account 
of the interagency Ukraine policy group is drawn primarily from Taylor’s testimony, but 
also the Kent and Vindman depositions.

	 91	 he was cautiously optimistic Taylor deposition, pages 22–23.
	 91	 he could see no progress Taylor deposition, page 25.
	 91	 he didn’t want it transcribed Taylor deposition, page 128.
	 92	 the call itself had stayed on the talking points Taylor deposition, page 26.
	 92	 he had come to believe that all of them Taylor deposition, pages 23–24.
	 92	 Taylor was joined by his colleague David Holmes Holmes deposition, page 20.
	 92	 Taylor couldn’t see who it was, but he heard a woman say Taylor deposition, page 194. 

Taylor recalled that the speaker was a woman, but other participants, including George 
Kent, testified that the OMB representative who announced the aid freeze was a man. 
Since the OMB representative has not been publicly identified, we chose to defer to Tay-
lor’s recollection in writing this scene from his perspective.

	 92	 Taylor was astonished Taylor deposition, page 27.
	 92	 As representatives of every agency Kent deposition, pages 303–304.
	 92	 All she knew was that Mick Mulvaney Taylor deposition, page 28.
	 93	 “OMB . . . just now said” Taylor, message in thread with Volker and Sondland, July 18, 

2019. Volker messages, page 37.
	 93	 Vindman left the meeting concerned Vindman deposition, page 182.
	 93	 Taylor called Vindman and Fiona Hill Taylor deposition, pages 28–29.
	 93	 July 19, Volker met with Giuliani This account of Volker and Giuliani’s July 19 meeting is 

based on Volker’s testimony, with additional details of the conversation from Greg Jaffe’s 
reporting.

	 94	 His message was that Lutsenko wasn’t trustworthy Volker impeachment interview, page 
232.

	 94	 He bluntly told Giuliani that Biden would never Volker impeachment interview, page 
203.

	 95	 “I talked to Zelensky just now” Sondland public testimony, November 20, 2019. Sond-
land read the email aloud during the hearing.

	 95	 “I spike directly to Zelensky” Sondland, message to Volker and Taylor, July 19, 2019. Volker 
messages, page 37. The misspelling of “spoke” didn’t appear to cause any confusion.

	 95	 “Had breakfast with Rudy” Volker, message to Sondland and Taylor, July 19, 2019. 
Volker messages, page 37.

	 95	 Taylor dialed in to a secure Taylor deposition, page 195.
	 95	 One by one, attendees presented their case Taylor deposition, page 195.
	 95	 equipment like counter-artillery radar Sergey Morgunov, Will Englund and Michael 

Birnbaum, “U.S. Military Aid Bolsters Ukraine’s Front Lines, but the Trump Drama 
Makes Kyiv Nervous,” Washington Post, November 19, 2019.

	 96	 Every day, the Ministry of Defense held a half-hour ceremony Taylor deposition, pages 
152–153.

	 96	 “Glory to the Heroes” “Representatives of German Delegation Honored Fallen Ukrai-
nian Heroes,” the Ministry of Defence of Ukraine website, September 12, 2019.

	 96	 Taylor believed American money lessened Taylor deposition, page 153.
	 96	 all but two representatives from OMB Deposition of Tim Morrison, October 31, 2019 

[hereafter Morrison deposition], pages 162–164.
	 97	 “We do need to be realistic” Alisyn Camerota and John Berman, “Rep. Adam Schiff 

(D-CA) Is Interviewed About Mueller’s Testimony, on Impeachment, on Russia’s Election 
Threat,” “New Day,” CNN, July 25, 2019.

	 97	 He tweeted a rotating series of slides Trump tweet, July 24, 2019, 5:52 p.m.
	 98	 That was followed by a clip Trump tweet, July 24, 2019, 6:22 p.m.
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	 98	 “Fox News Alert. The Witch Hunt is dead” Sean Hannity, “Mueller Delivers Disaster for 
Democrats,” “Hannity,” Fox News, July 24, 2019.

	 98	 he had again drafted Vindman deposition, pages 42–43.
	 99	 “stray voltage” Vindman deposition, pages 46–47.

Part Two: Risk

Chapter Fourteen: “Do Us a Favor”

	103	 Oleksandr Danyliuk stood This account of the Ukrainian side’s preparation for the call 
is based on David Stern’s reporting, including interviews in March 2020 with Oleksandr 
Danyliuk and another official with direct knowledge of the events.	

	103	 “Heard from White House” Volker, message to Yermak, July 25, 2019. Volker messages, 
page 19.

	104	 Danyliuk had told Bill Taylor a few days earlier Taylor, message to Volker and Sondland, 
July 21, 2019. Volker messages, page 37.

	104	 Bolton had talked of his fear Taylor deposition, page 29; Vindman deposition, pages 
46–47.

	104	 Born in Kyiv Marc Fisher, “Alexander Vindman: Soviet Emigre and Decorated U.S. Army 
Officer Wanted to Be as American as Can Be. Now the President Questions His Motives,” 
Washington Post, November 8, 2019. This account of Vindman’s childhood incorporates 
portions of Fisher’s article.

	105	 Vindman’s talking points Vindman deposition, pages 109, 309.
	105	 “Congratulations on a great victory” “Memorandum of Telephone Conversation Between 

President Donald Trump and President Zelenskyy of Ukraine, July 25, 2019,” declassified 
and released by the White House, September 25. As the call was not recorded, the transcript 
has been called partial or rough. For simplicity’s sake in the Notes, it’s called the “July 25 call 
transcript.”

	109	 Vindman felt the call was getting worse Vindman deposition, pages 56–57.
	109	 he saw concern in Morrison’s eyes Vindman deposition, page 95.
	112	 Trump was projecting a different tone Vindman deposition, page 116.
	112	 Zelensky could only interpret it as a demand Vindman deposition, page 228.
	112	 In his view, the call had undermined Vindman deposition, page 19.
	112	 Morrison had a different take Morrison deposition, pages 60–61.
	112	 The call was merely proof Morrison deposition, page 41.
	113	 He was confident that Pompeo Morrison deposition, pages 16–17.
	113	 too busy taking notes Williams deposition, pages 130–131, 149.
	113	 it caught her by surprise Williams deposition, page 129.
	113	 Inappropriate, she thought Williams deposition, page 149.
	113	 If that memo leaked Morrison deposition, page 43.
	113	 Vindman and Morrison turned to the press release This account of Vindman and Mor-

rison’s work on the press release is based on Vindman’s deposition and Tom Hamburger’s 
additional reporting.

	113	 they crossed out sentence after sentence Vindman deposition, page 309.
	113	 “discussed ways to strengthen” Statement emailed by deputy press secretary Judd Deere 

to White House pool reporter Cheryl Bolen, published by White House Public Pool at 
Kinja.com, July 25, 2019.

	114	 Vindman, still upset This account of Vindman’s activities after the call is based on Vind-
man’s deposition, page 96, with additional details from Tom Hamburger’s reporting.

	115	 Morrison also went to see Eisenberg and Ellis Morrison deposition, pages 43–44.
	115	 “Mike, here’s the OGC” The email was among those released by OMB in response Amer-

ican Oversight’s FOIA request [hereafter American Oversight OMB FOIA release]; the 
July 25 email from Sandy to Duffey is on page 12.
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	115	 A week earlier, Sandy had returned to work Deposition of Mark Sandy, November 16, 
2019 [hereafter Sandy deposition], page 24.

	115	 Duffey had pulled him aside Sandy deposition, pages 31–32.
	115	 Why? Sandy asked Sandy deposition, page 41.
	115	 he had seen Duffey’s emails Sandy deposition, pages 25–26.
	115	 Duffey proposed a novel solution Sandy deposition, page 33.
	116	 He had never seen Sandy deposition, page 87.
	116	 He warned Duffey Sandy deposition, page 34.
	116	 They needed to consult Sandy deposition, pages 40–41.
	116	 He also checked in with Elaine McCusker Sandy deposition, pages 51–52.
	116	 the Pentagon could “continue its planning” Quoted in “Decision, Matter of: Office of 

Management and Budget—Withholding of Ukraine Security Assistance,” U.S. Govern-
ment Accountability Office, January 16, 2020. The GAO decision, finding that OMB 
had violated the Impoundment Control Act, included the full text of the July 25 foot-
note.

	116	 the lawyer-approved footnote Sandy, email to Duffey, July 25, 2019. American Oversight 
OMB FOIA release, page 12.

	116	 “Given the sensitive nature of the request” Duffey, email to David Norquist, Elaine 
McCusker, Eric Chewning and redacted recipients, July 25, 2019. Center for Public Integ-
rity, December 20 FOIA release, page 40 [hereafter CPI FOIA release].

	116	 She sent Sandy a short message McCusker, email to Sandy, July 25, 2019. The email 
was turned over with significant redaction in the CPI FOIA release, page 78. An unre-
dacted version was published later by Just Security, an online forum that reports and 
analyzes national security issues. See Kate Brannen, “Exclusive: Unredacted Ukraine 
Documents Reveal Extent of Pentagon’s Legal Concerns,” Just Security, January 2, 
2020.

	116	 “I think we are good” McCusker, email to Sandy, July 25, 2019, cited earlier.
	116	 What’s going on with the security assistance? Laura Cooper, public testimony, Novem-

ber 20, 2019 [hereafter Cooper public testimony]. Cooper testified that members of her 
Pentagon staff received inquiries from the Ukrainian Embassy on July 25.

	116	 State Department officials also received Cooper public testimony. Cooper also testified 
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jian, “Pelosi Announces Impeachment Inquiry, Says Trump’s Courting of Foreign Politi-
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Part Three: Impeachment
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ing the Matter,” Washington Post, September 25, 2019. Zapotsky and Barrett provided us 
with additional details.
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	194	 this chest of pure gold Mary Jordan background interviews.
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video and transcript, September 25, 2019.
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September 25, 2019, 10:37 a.m.
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ory About the DNC Hack,” Washington Post, September 25, 2019.

Chapter Twenty-Five: “That’s Close to a Spy”

	208	 “This complaint should never” Adam Schiff (@RepAdamSchiff), Twitter post, Septem-
ber 26, 2019, 8:35 a.m.

	208	 Emboldened, Schiff gaveled “Acting DNI Maguire Testimony on Whistleblower Com-
plaint,” C-SPAN, September 26, 2019.
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dency a Hollywood Ending?” Washington Post, November 1, 2019.
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a mafia-style leader. When Trump demanded his loyalty over dinner, Comey wrote, he felt 
like he was at a “Cosa Nostra induction ceremony, with Trump in the role of family boss.”
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Impeachment Probe of Trump as Freshmen Push for Focus on Ukraine,” Washington 
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	222	 “a negative narrative about Ukraine” Volker impeachment interview, page 18.
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view, page 18.
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	225	 room 327 This account of Democratic messaging and communications efforts is based on 
Mary Jordan’s interviews with people with direct knowledge of their work.
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	230	 a more aggressive defense of the president Matt Gaetz interview with Dave Weigel, April 
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	232	 It was nearly 8 p.m. when Hill deposition, page 446.
	233	 he wanted no part “of whatever drug deal” Hill deposition, page 71.
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	235	 he was “disturbed” that “foreign governments” Deposition of Michael McKinley, Octo-

ber 16, 2019, page 22.
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Inquiry Testimony,” C-SPAN video, October 16, 2019.
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tarella of the Italian Republic Before Bilateral Meeting,” White House transcript, Octo-
ber 16, 2019.

	237	 “Why do all roads with you lead to Putin?” Mike DeBonis and Seung Min Kim, “ ‘All 
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Roads Lead to Putin’: Pelosi Questions Trump’s Loyalty in White House Clash,” Washing-
ton Post, October 17, 2019.

	238	 “He was insulting” Schumer quoted in Clare Foran, “Democrats Say Trump Had a ‘Melt-
down’ at White House Meeting,” CNN.com, October 16, 2019.

	238	 “I have served with six presidents” “Pelosi Remarks at Media Stakeout Following White 
House Meeting,” October 16, 2019.

	239	 They thought Trump was totally misreading Mary Jordan interview with Drew Hammill. 
	239	 “Of course, the president is right” Sean Hannity, “Hannity,” Fox News, October 16, 2019.
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Meeting on Syria,” “Lou Dobbs Tonight,” Fox News, October 16, 2019.
	240	 That was a good thing, Himes thought Mary Jordan interview with Jim Himes, February 

2020, and with members of his staff.

Chapter Twenty-Nine: “Get Over It”

	241	 “Hey guys. How are you all?” “Press Briefing by Acting Chief of Staff Mick Mulvaney,” 
White House transcript, October 17, 2019.
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	246	 “What’s your response?” Poppy Harlow interview with Francis Rooney, “Newsroom,” 
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October 31, 2018.
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DeBonis provided unpublished details based on his recollection of his conversation with 
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October 31, 2019.

	250	 “I don’t really think I do” Francis Rooney interview with Leland Vitter, “America’s News 
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ett and Marianne Levine, “Republicans Quit Trying to Rein In Trump After ‘Lynching’ 
Tweet,” Politico, October 22, 2019.

	251	 “an objectively true description” Cruz also quoted in the Politico article.
	252	 relationship with Ukraine was being “fundamentally undermined” Taylor deposition, 

page 18.
	253	 “Republicans have to get tougher” Jill Colvin and Matthew Daley, “Trump Urges GOP 
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October 23, 2019.
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nas and Igor Fruman, U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York, October 23, 2019.
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	258	 “There is no quid pro quo” Milbank, “Impeachment Diary: Republicans Fight 
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	258	 as a New Yorker, he was used to better Dan Goldman, interviewed by Preet Bharara “Stay 
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	259	 The storming felt like a win Gaetz, interview with Weigel.
	259	 “There’s a newfound confidence” Lou Dobbs, “House Republicans Storm Dems’ Impeach-
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Chapter Thirty-Two: “Lock Him Up!”

	260	 al-Baghdadi had “died like a dog” “Remarks by President Trump on the Death of ISIS 
Leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi,” White House transcript, October 27, 2019.
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	264	 “We also now know the name of the whistleblower” Allyson Chiu, “ ‘Do Your Job and 
Print His Name’: Rand Paul Demands Media Identify the Whistleblower,” Washington 
Post, November 5, 2019.

	264	 Donald Trump Jr. tweeted the same name Donald Trump Jr. (@DonaldTrumpJr), Twit-
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	291	 “The fact that he was even asking” Quoted in Rachael Bade, Mike DeBonis and Josh 
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to Mary Jordan by Cruz and members of his staff in interviews in March and April 2020, 
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does not use the phrase “domestic terrorism,” opting instead for “domestic extremism” 
and “extremist violence.”

	474	 “future Republican Star” and “a real WINNER!” Trump tweet, August 12, 2020, 8:29 a.m.
	475	 “Standing by sir” Enrique Tarrio, posting on Parler, September 29, 2020. Tarrio followed 

that post with “ProudBoys!!!!!!! I will stand down sir!!!”
	476	 Washington Post reporters looking into the case See Aaron C. Davis, Dalton Bennett, 

Sarah Cahlan and Meg Kelly, “Alleged Michigan Plotters Attended Multiple Anti-
Lockdown Protests, Photos and Videos Show,” Washington Post, November 1, 2020. For 
details on the FBI investigation and charges, see Matt Zapotosky, Devlin Barrett and 
Abigail Hauslohner, “FBI Charges Six Who It Says Plotted to Kidnap Michigan Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer,” Washington Post, October 8, 2020. Also see M. L. Elrick, “Family 
Reveals Inside Life of Adam Fox, Alleged Mastermind in Whitmer Kidnapping Plot,” 
Detroit Free Press, January 13, 2021.

	477	 Whitmer had “done a terrible job” Trump tweet, October 8, 2020, 9:30 p.m.
	478	 new Facebook group appeared with the name “STOP THE STEAL” The details on the 
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gress Stand on Trump’s False Claim of Winning the Election,” December 15, 2020.

	482	 82 percent of Trump supporters said they did not consider Biden’s win legitimate For 
the CBS News/YouGov poll results, see “Most Feel Election Is ‘Settled’ but Trump Voters 
Disagree,” CBSNews.com, December 13, 2020.

	483	 a deluge of promises The details for this paragraph came from the various documents—
Statements of Facts, Affidavits, Complaints and Indictments—filed by federal prosecu-
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Pretty,” January 12, 2021.
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at about 1 p.m. from the besieged Capitol Police. See Peter Hermann, “ ‘We Got to Hold 
This Door’: How Battered D.C. Police Made a Stand Against the Capitol Mob,” Washing-
ton Post, January 14, 2021.
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Insurrection: How a Trump Mob Halted American Democracy,” Washington Post, Janu-
ary 7, 2021. The FBI identified the man wearing the “Camp Auschwitz” T-shirt, Robert K. 
Packer, from riot photographs.

	495	 “If it’s live TV, he watches” Quoted in Ashley Parker, Josh Dawsey and Philip Rucker, 
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