Worth; A Teacher's Guide

Pre-Reading Discussion

"I just took my seat between Ma and Pa and smiled at that empty spot between
Pa and John Worth. He might live at our place and work with my pa, but like Ma
said, he's a farmhand, not a son. Not my brother. Just a boy who did my work.
Thinking such made me feel small. It didn't do me no good to remind myself he
wasn't part of my family." --- Nate Peale from Worth

After reading thisquotation from theback of thebook, what do
you think will bethemajor conflict in thestory? How do you
think it will turnout?

Worth by A. LaFaye

0 orcer e ook Prediction Guide

Great Readers keep themselves involved in the story while they're reading by

* Predicting what will might happen next

« Looking for cluesto help them make these guesses

» Watching for clues the author uses to suprise the reader
* Testing details to see if they're important or not.

Asyou read Worth answer the prediction questionson the next pageAS
YOU GO. Don't worry if your answersareright or not. Praticeyour
prediction skillsat the end of each chapter using one of these phrases,

| wonder if . ..
« | think that [the character] will probably . . .
* The next obtacle may be. ..

For Example:
Chapter 1
Q: Will the Peales lose the hay?

A: | think they'll lose some hay because their wagon wasn't
full when they stopped. That will make the conflict
stronger.

Prediction: | wonder if they'll lose other crops in the
storm?
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Ready to Start Predicting? . . .
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Prediction Questions

Chapter 1
Will Nate's leg heal properly?

Chapter 2
Will Nate become good at tinkering?

Chapter 3
Will John Worth always sleep in the lean-to?

Chapter 4
Will Nate's reading improve?

Chapter 5
Who is John Worth talking to each evening?

Chapter 6
Will Nate ever feel less angry at God?

Chapter 7
Will Pa be able to calm things down between the
Gantrys and the Danvers?

Chapter 8
Will Pa continue to blame himself for the accident?

Chapter 9
Will John and Nate become friends?

Chapter 10
Will Anemone and Nate be friends? More than
friends?

Ch. 11
Will things get better or worse for Nate?

Comprehension Guide

absrowbdpE

could.

S

your answey.

Ch. 12
What other kinds of books will Nate like to read?

Ch. 13
Is reading to John, “the start of something good?”

Ch. 14
Why is Ma so mad at Pa?

Ch. 15
Will Ma begin to accept John too?

Ch. 16
What will happen between John and Nate?

Ch. 17
Will John ever be allowed to live like a family
member ?

Ch. 18
Will John be good at what Nate teaches him?

Ch. 19
After the fence cutting incident will Pa finally see
the boys as equals?

Ch. 20
Do you think Nate will always have trouble with
his leg?

Ch. 21
Will the boys be considered heroes in town?

List theeight most important charactersinthe story

Giveabrief description of their relationship to themain character.

What do you think arethefivekey eventsinthe story?

Predict what you think the boyslivesarelikeayear after the close of the book.
Writethreeinterview gquestionsyou would ask the author about the book if you

Discusswhich character you think changed the most during the story. Defend

7. How wouldthisstory have been different if written through the eyesof John

Worth?

8. Howwouldyoufed if youwereNate and your father brought homea

replacement?

9. What would have happened had Nate'sleg healed completely and well withina

coupleof weeks?

10. Which scenein thebook wasyour favorite? Why?

Ready for Some Cool Projects? . . .
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Projects Across the Curriculum

L anguage Arts:

Writefour letterstofolkswholivein other partsof the country. Write each letter
through the eyes of adifferent character and choose different partsof the book to
describewhat ishappening inyour | etter.

_Or_

Writeanewspaper which featuresarticlesabout the magjor and minor eventsinthe
story- even personal ones. For example, “ Pealefamily takesin Orphan after Son’s
TragicAccident”

Math

Research theaverage price of goodsduring thistime period. Also, find out how much
land was, and the toolsand seed needed to cultivate it. Makeamonthly budget for an
averagefarming family of that time. Try tofigure out waysthat you can “trade’ rather
than use precious cash money with skillsyou may have honed (liketinkering or trading
€ggs). Turninyour research and your budget with ashort journal entry about what you
learned.

_Or_

John Worth wantsto grow up to be abanker or atrader. He only needsto pass atest
and recelveadiploma. Research the educationa and skill requirementsto build a
career asabanker or stock broker today.

History

Insmall groupsresearch one of thefollowing topicsand write apamphl et about what
youlearned:

Homesteading

Rangeand Farming conflicts

Orphantrains

Pioneer life: schools, food, clothing and homes
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Projects Across the Curriculum
Art:

Natelovesto read the Greek Mythol ogy book that Anemonelet him borrow. He says,
“That book had fancy pictureslikethe onesthat camewith the calendars| seen hanging
upinthedruggistinChicago....” and“ “... that book had fancy swallow-you-up pretty
pictures’

Thetypeof art that Nathan isdescribing isprobably lithography that wasapopular and
new techniquefor printingillustrationsin the 1800’s. To read more about thisart go to:

http:/Amww.lib.udd .edu/ud/spec/exhibits/col or/lithogr.htm
Univergty of Delawarelibrary

Project:

Createaposter for themovieversion of Worth inspired by thelithographic printsthat
you viewed. Study thefiguresand colorsand perhapswash it with ateasolutionto age
it.

Science;

Research medical practicesused in thelate 1800'sfor common ailments. Then, writea
pamphl et (directed to the doctorsthemselves) on how to carefor their patients. Please
includeat |east threeillustrations. Onthe back providereferencefor your research.
Ailmentscouldinclude: broken bones, fevers, cutsand abrasions, sorethroat, or
childhood diseaseslike chicken pox, diphtheria, or scarlet fever (caused by strep
throat).

_Or_

Research thetreatment of peoplewith handicaps. Nateislucky that hisparentsare
devoted and that heistreated by acompetent physician. Many peopleof that time
would have been lucky towak again, or even survive.

Vidt thissiteand then writeabrief reaction journal about what you learned.

http:/Mmww.people-inc.org/museum/activities.asp
Museum of Disability History

To Speak to the Author

A. LaFaye

www.alafaye.com
AL aF ayeBooks@aol.com Alexandria L aFaye started writing novels at the age of twelve, so she loves to hear from

young writers and readers. You can visit her website at www.alafaye.com or email her at
AL aFayeBooks@aol.com. She'd love to see examples of projects you do in class based
on Worth. She's also available for school visits and would love to come and visit your

school!
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