
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Simon & Schuster’s Classroom Activities for 

A Christmas Carol 
 

By Charles Dickens 
ISBN: 0743477375 

 
Each of the three activities includes:  
 

• NCTE standards covered  
• An estimate of the time needed  
• A complete list of materials needed  
• Step-by-step instructions  
• Questions to help you evaluate the results  
 
This curriculum guide and many other curriculum guides for 
Enriched Classics and Folger Shakespeare Library editions are 
available on our website, www.simonsaysteach.com.  
 
The Enriched Classic Edition of A Christmas Carol includes:  
 

• A concise introduction that gives the reader important background information  
• A chronology of the author’s life and work  
• A timeline of significant events that provides the book’s historical context  
• An outline of key themes and plot points to help readers form their own interpretations  
• Detailed explanatory notes  
• Critical analysis, including contemporary and modern perspectives on the work  
• Discussion questions to promote lively classroom discussion  
• A list of recommended related books and films to broaden the reader’s experience  
 



 
 

Activity #1 
“Inside Scrooge’s Head” 

(A Lesson in Character) 
By Robert Marantz 

 
Redemption is at the heart of A Christmas Carol. When we first encounter Ebenezer 
Scrooge, we see a “squeezing, wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous old 
sinner!” (pp. 6-7). After the ghostly visitations, however, Scrooge is a changed man, 
“glowing with his good intentions” (p. 117) and generous to a fault. We are made to 
understand that his spectral visitors forced Scrooge to reflect on who he was and who he 
could be. He saw the errors of his ways, recanted them, and redeemed himself. But how 
did Scrooge get to be that horrible person in the first place? 
 
In this lesson we will explore what his childhood experiences must have been like to 
create such a “scrooge.” We will accomplish this task by folding the students’ textual 
understanding of old Ebenezer into their fertile imaginations. We will also look at his 
psychological state at two key points in the story by mapping them out onto “open-mind 
diagram.” 
 
This lesson will take one class period. 
 
NCTE Standards Covered: 
 
1. Students read a wide range of print and nonprint texts to build an understanding of 
texts, of themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world; to acquire 
new information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and the workplace; and 
for personal fulfillment. Among these texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and 
contemporary works. 
 
2. Students read a wide range of literature from many periods in many genres to build an 
understanding of the many dimensions (e.g., philosophical, ethical, aesthetic) of human 
experience. 
 
3. Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and 
appreciate texts. They draw on their prior experience, their interactions with other readers 
and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their words 
identification strategies, and their understanding of textual features (e.g., sound-letter 
correspondence, sentence structure, context, graphics). 
 
5. Students employ a wide range of strategies as they write and use different writing 
process elements appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a variety of 
purposes. 
 



10. Students whose first language is not English make use of their first language to 
develop competency in the English language arts and to develop understanding of content 
across the curriculum. 
11. Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members of a 
variety of literary communities. 
 
12. Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes 
(e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information). 
 
 
What to Do: 
 
1. Begin the lesson with a prompt for creative writing: “What was Scrooge like as a 
child? Specifically, think of and describe one event of his childhood—a birthday, a day at 
school, etc. How did he act? Was he bitter and miserly as we see him in the beginning of 
A Christmas Carol? Or was his temperment different? Did this event change him? How 
and why?” Allow the students 15 minutes of silent sustained writing. 
 
2. Next, distribute open-mind diagrams to the students (Handout #1). 
 
3. Instruct the students to divide the head into half and label them: “Before” and “After.” 
 
4. Next, tell the students to fill in the open-mind diagram with objects, images, symbols 
and quotations from A Christmas Carol to provide a picture of what is going on in 
Scrooge’s mind before the visit by Marley (page 18) and after the visit from the ghost of 
Christmas Yet to Come (page 117). 
 
Note: students should use two quotes, two original phrases, two symbols, and two 
drawings to represent Scrooge’s state of mind at the two specific points in the story. 
 
5. When they are finished, give the students the opportunity to share their diagrams with 
their classmates to compare what different students thought was in Scrooge’s head at 
those two times. 
 
 
What You Need: 
A copy of the Enriched Classic edition of A Christmas Carol (ISBN: 0743477375) for 
each student, Handout #1, and markers/colored pens/crayons. 
 
 
How Did It Go?  
This value of this lesson lies in our ability to get students to think critically about the 
traits that are intentionally assigned (by Dickens) to Scrooge. Another goal is teaching 
our students how to effectively pull quotations from the text and then use them to support 
their ideas. How did your class act upon both of these concepts? 
 



The open-mind diagram is a particularly potent activity for second-language students 
because it allows them to express themselves visually as well as in English. 
 



Activity #2 
“Making the Figurative Literal” 

(A Lesson in Literary Devices) 
By Robert Marantz 

 
The language of Charles Dickens is complex and colorful. In his novels, he often 
employs such literary devices as metaphors, similes, hyperbole, and personification, and 
A Christmas Carol is no exception. In fact, it is among his richest works in this regard.  
 
In this lesson, students will locate and interpret the many examples of figurative language 
in A Christmas Carol. In small groups, students will be instructed to choose a quotation 
from the story that demonstrates a literary device and to illustrate it, either using freehand 
drawing or collage techniques. When students can translate figurative language into 
visual representations, they develop a better understanding of the meaning and idea being 
conveyed. This in turn helps them to better remember it. 
 
This lesson will take one class period. 
 
 
NCTE Standards Covered: 
 
2. Students read a wide range of literature from many periods in many genres to build an 
understanding of the many dimensions (e.g., philosophical, ethical, aesthetic) of human 
experience. 
 
3. Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and 
appreciate texts. They draw on their prior experience, their interactions with other readers 
and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their words 
identification strategies, and their understanding of textual features (e.g., sound-letter 
correspondence, sentence structure, context, graphics). 
 
4. Students adjust their use of spoken, written, and visual language (e.g., conventions, 
style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for 
different purposes. 
 
6. Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g., spelling 
and punctuation), media techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique, 
and discuss print and nonprint texts. 
 
11. Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members of a 
variety of literary communities. 
 
12. Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes 
(e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information). 
 
 



 
What to Do: 
1. Begin the lesson by distributing Handout #2 to the class. Have students read aloud the 
definitions and examples for the different literary devices. Make sure the students 
understand each device. 
 
2. Divide the class into groups of four students. Instruct each group to locate one of the 
literary devices in A Christmas Carol. 
 
3. Once the groups have found different examples of figurative language, have each 
group illustrate its chosen quote on poster paper using pens and other materials. The 
illustrations should represent the literal meaning of the words in the selected quote. For 
example, if the quote is, “Old Marley was as dead as a door-nail” (page 5), the group 
might draw a door-nail in a coffin. They should write the quote on the poster, with the 
page number. They will label the poster with the appropriate literary device. (Following 
the above example, the door-nail poster would be entitled “Simile.”) 
 
4. Once the students have finished their posters, have them will present their artwork to 
their classmates and explain their choices. The posters should then be displayed around 
the classroom to make ensuing class discussion more significant. 
 
 
What You Need: 
A copy of the enriched classic edition of A Christmas Carol (ISBN: 0743477375) for 
each student, poster paper, markers/colored pens/crayons, glue, scissors, and 
miscellaneous source materials (i.e. magazines, construction paper, etc.) 
 
 
How Did It Go?  
This activity encourages students to communicate their own interpretations of language, a 
crucial step towards developing a critical reading eye. It also allows them to get creative 
with their interpretations of Dickens’ words. How receptive were your students to 
“thinking outside of the box” by taking the figurative and making it literal? Did they find 
this activity fun? Was it useful to their understanding of the different literary devices? 
 



Activity #3 
“The Spirits That Moved Scrooge” 

(A Lesson in Symbolism) 
By Robert Marantz 

 
 
Both literally and symbolically, Scrooge is haunted by his own ghosts. Dickens loved 
symbolism, and he infused A Christmas Carol with many examples, those phantoms 
being chief among them. In fact, he was very specific in his choices concerning the name, 
appearance, and purpose of each of the four ghosts who visit Scrooge.  For example, 
Jacob Marley appears tangled in a chain that is attached to a lockbox (“I wear the chain I 
forged in life”). His appearance represents the many ways he closed himself off from 
others and fettered himself only to his work and his money.  
 
In this lesson, we will explore why the ghosts look the way they do by considering the 
descriptions of them in the book, their actions toward Scrooge (and his towards them), 
and their overall function in the story. 
 
This lesson should take one class period. 
 
 
NCTE Standards Covered: 
 
1. Students read a wide range of print and nonprint texts to build an understanding of 
texts, of themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world; to acquire 
new information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and the workplace; and 
for personal fulfillment. Among these texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and 
contemporary works. 
 
2. Students read a wide range of literature from many periods in many genres to build an 
understanding of the many dimensions (e.g., philosophical, ethical, aesthetic) of human 
experience. 
 
3. Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and 
appreciate texts. They draw on their prior experience, their interactions with other readers 
and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their words 
identification strategies, and their understanding of textual features (e.g., sound-letter 
correspondence, sentence structure, context, graphics). 
 
6. Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g., spelling 
and punctuation), media techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique, 
and discuss print and nonprint texts. 
 
8. Students use a variety of technological and informational resources (e.g., libraries, 
databases, computer networks, video) to gather and synthesize information and to create 
and communicate knowledge. 



11. Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members of a 
variety of literary communities. 
 
12. Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes 
(e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information). 
 
 
What to Do: 
 
1. Start the lesson by writing the following statement on the board: “Scrooge is haunted 
by his own ghosts.” Ask the students what the statement means to them. Have them jot 
down their ideas on a piece of paper (or in their journals). 
 
2. Divide the class into 4 groups. Distribute a copy of Handout #3 to each group. 
 
3. Assign one ghost to each group. Instruct the students in each group to engage in a 
discussion about the ghost’s description as put forth in the book. Why does it look the 
way it does? What does the ghost symbolize to Scrooge? What does it symbolize to the 
student? One student in each group should take notes. 
 
4. Next, have each group design an image of the ghost based on Dickens’ descriptions. 
They should factor in the ghost’s actions, any notable scenes with the ghost, and 
Scrooge’s reaction to the ghost into their rendering. 
 
5. When the groups finish, they will each present their image to the class along with an 
explanation for the design decisions they made (based on their earlier group discussion). 
 
6. Now that the students have fashioned their visions, introduce some alternative 
interpretations of the ghosts’ appearances by showing clips from film versions of A 
Christmas Carol. (See “What You Will Need” for suggestions.) Ask the class: In what 
ways were the ghosts created by the class similar to those envisioned by the filmmakers? 
In what ways were they different? Create two columns on the board labeled “Same” and 
“Different” and record the students’ responses. End the lesson with one more question: 
“Whose ghosts were ‘better,’ ours or the filmmakers?”  
 
 
What You Need: 
 
A copy of the enriched classic edition of  A Christmas Carol (ISBN: 0743477375) for 
each student, poster paper, and markers/colored pens/crayons. 
 
A film version of A Christmas Carol: Two faithful adaptations are Scrooge (1951), 
starring Alistair Sim, and A Christmas Carol (1999), starring Patrick Stewart. For an 
alternative version, you may want to consider the modern satire Scrooged (1988), starring 
Bill Murray. 
 



 
How Did It Go?  
The use of ghosts is popular in literature. If your class has read Hamlet (ISBN: 
0743482786) or Beloved, ask them how the use of the ghost device in A Christmas Carol 
differs from that in those other works. 



Handout #1 
 
Name_________________ 
Period_______ 
 

Open Mind Diagram for Ebenezer Scrooge 
 
Directions: Fill in the open-mind diagram below with objects, images, symbols and 
quotations from A Christmas Carol to provide a picture of what is going on in Scrooge’s 
mind before the visit by Marley (page 18) and after the visit from the ghost of Christmas 
Yet to Come (page 117). 



Handout #2 
 

Literary Devices1 
 
 
 
Metaphor: A word or expression which denotes one kind of thing or action is applied to 
a distinctly different thing or action. 
 
 

Example: “You are an ogre.” 
 
 
Simile: A comparison between two distinctly different things using the words “like” or 
“as.” 
 

Example: “Yesterday was like a nightmare.” 
 
 
Hyperbole: A bold overstatement used for serious or comic effect 
 
 

Example: “There are ten million calories in that cupcake.” 
 
 
Personification: Giving life or human attributes (such as feelings) to inanimate objects 
 
 

Example: “Justice is blind.” 

                                                 
1 Definitions adapted from M.H. Abrams’ A Glossary of Literary Terms; Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, Inc. 
(1971); 5th Edition (1988) 



Handout #3 
 
 

The Four Ghosts of A Christmas Carol 
 
Directions: Use the quotes below the ghost’s name as a starting point for your picture. Be 
sure to incorporate the ghost’s actions, the notable scenes with the ghost, and Scrooge’s 
reaction to the ghost into your picture. 
 
 
1. Jacob Marley 
First appears on pages 22-23: “The chain he drew was clasped about his middle…” 
 
 
2. Ghost of Christmas Past 
First appears on page 36: “It was a strange figure—like a child, yet not so like a child as 
like an old man, viewed through some supernatural medium.” 
 
 
3. Ghost of Christmas Present 
First appears on page 62: “Its dark-brown curls were long and free, free as its genial face, 
its sparkling eye, its open hand, its cheery voice, its constrained demeanor, and its joyful 
air.” 
 
 
4. Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come 
First appears on page 93: “It was shrouded in a deep black garment, which concealed its 
head, its face, its form, and left nothing of it visible save one outstretched hand.” 
 



  
Each Enriched Classic edition offers unique editorial features of special interest to teachers and students, 

including: 
 

• A concise introduction that gives readers important background information 
• A chronology of the author’s life and career 
• A timeline of significant events that provide the book’s historical context 
• An outline of key themes and plot points to help readers form their own interpretations 
• Detailed explanatory notes 
• Critical analysis, including contemporary and modern perspectives on the work 
• A list of recommended books and films to broaden the reader’s experience 

 
 
 

   
 

EENNRRIICCHHEEDD  CCLLAASSSSIICCSS  
COMPLETE TITLE LIST 

 
ISBN   TITLE/AUTHOR               U.S. PRICE/ CAN PRICE 
1416500375      Beowulf/ Anonymous            $4.95/$6.95 CAN 
0671463772  Pocket Aristotle/ Aristotle     $5.99 / $8.99 
1416500286      Emma/ Austen       $4.95 / $6.95 
0743487591  Pride and Prejudice/ Austen     $4.95 / $6.95 
0743487761  Sense and Sensibility/ Austen     $4.95 / $6.95 
1416500243      Jane Eyre/ Brontë      $4.95 / $6.95 
0743487648  Wuthering Heights/ Bronte      $4.95 / $6.95 
1416500189  The Good Earth/ Buck      $6.99 / $10.50 
0743487699  My Antonia/ Cather      $4.95 / $6.95 
0671727699  The Canterbury Tales/ Chaucer     $5.50 / $8.50 
0743487672  The Awakening and Selected Stories/ Chopin   $4.95 / $6.95 
1416509798        The Woman in White/ Collins     $5.99/$8.50  
0743487656  Heart of Darkness and The Secret Sharer/ Conrad  $4.95 / $6.95 
1416500251      The Red Badge of Courage/ Crane    $3.95 / $5.50 
1416500235      The Divine Comedy: Inferno/ Dante    $5.95 / $8.50 
0743477375  A Christmas Carol/ Dickens     $3.95 / $5.50 
0743487613  Great Expectations/ Dickens      $4.95 / $6.95 
0743487605  A Tale of Two Cities/ Dickens      $4.95 / $6.95 
074348763X  Crime and Punishment/ Dostoevsky    $6.95 / $10.50 
074348777X  Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass/ Douglass  $4.95 / $6.95 
1416500413      The Souls of Black Folks/ Dubois    $5.50/$7.99  
0743487559  The Count of Monte Cristo/ Dumas    $6.50 / $9.50 
1416500340      Silas Marner/ Eliot      $3.95/$5.50  
0671888021  Lame Deer, Seeker of Visions/ Erdoes    $5.99 / $8.99 
0743451503  Beautiful and Damned/ Fitzgerald    $6.99 / $10.50 
0743451511  Flappers and Philosophers/ Fitzgerald    $5.99 / $8.99 
0671535552  This Side of Paradise/ Fitzgerald    $5.50 / $8.50 
0743487710  The Federalist Papers/ Hamilton     $6.50 / $9.50 
067101546X  Tess of D'Urberville/ Hardy     $5.99 / $8.99 
0743487567  Scarlet Letter/ Hawthorne      $3.95 / $5.50 
0671726528  Kon-Tiki/ Heyerdahl      $5.99 / $8.99 
1416500367      The Odyssey/ Homer      $5.95/$8.50 
141650026X      Les Miserables/ Hugo      $5.99 / $8.99 
1416500383      Four Great Plays of Henrick Ibsen/ Ibsen    $5.95/$8.50  
1416500316      A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man/ Joyce   $4.95 / $6.95 
0743421892  Washington Square/ James     $4.99 / $6.99 
1416500359      Dubliners/ Joyce      $4.95/$6.95 
 
   

Continued on opposite side—
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ISBN   TITLE/AUTHOR               U.S. PRICE/ CAN PRICE 
1416500324      The Story of My Life/Keller     $4.95 / $6.95 
1416500197      The Call of the Wild/ London     $3.95 / $5.50 
0743487680  The Prince/ Machiavelli      $3.95 / $5.50 
0671028332  Billy Budd, Sailor/ Melville     $5.99 / $8.99 
0671028359  Moby-Dick/ Melville      $5.99 / $8.99 
0743487745  The Scarlet Pimpernel/ Orczy     $4.95 / $6.95 
0743467469  Great Tales and Poems of Edgar Allen Poe/ Poe   $5.99 / $8.99 
0671525247  Dialogues of Plato/ Plato     $5.99 / $8.99 
0743487753  Cyrano de Bergerac/ Rostand     $4.95 / $6.95 
1416504005      Pygmalion/ Shaw      $5.50/$7.99  
0743487583  Frankenstein/ Shelley       $3.95 / $5.50 
0743487621  The Jungle/ Sinclair      $5.95 / $8.95 
1416500332      Oedipus the King/ Sophocles     $5.50/$7.99 
0743436547  Three Lives/ Stein      $6.99 / $10.50 
0743477367  Dracula/ Stoker       $5.99 / $8.99 
0743487664  Uncle Tom’s Cabin/ Stowe     $5.95 / $8.95 
1416500219      Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde/ Stevenson    $3.95 / $5.50  
1416500294      Treasure Island/ Stevenson     $3.95 / $5.50 
0743493699  Bless the Beasts and Children/ Swarthout   $6.99 / $10.50 
1416500391      Gulliver’s Travels/ Swift      $3.95/$5.50 
0743487729  Walden and Civil Disobedience/ Thoreau   $4.95 / $6.95 
0743487575  Adventures of Huckleberry Finn/ Twain     $4.95 / $6.95 
1416500227      The Adventures of Tom Sawyer/Twain    $4.95 / $6.95   
0743487796  Best Short Stories of Mark Twain/ Twain    $6.95 / $10.50 
0743487788  Pudd’nhead Wilson/ Twain     $4.95 / $6.95 
0743436504  Roughing It/ Twain      $6.99 / $10.50 
1416500200       20,000 Leagues Under the Sea/Verne    $5.95 / $8.95 
1416500308      Candide/ Voltaire      $4.95 / $6.95 
0743487737  The Time Machine/ Wells     $3.95 / $5.50 
0671535560  Age of Innocence/ Wharton     $5.99 / $8.99 
0743487702  Ethan Frome/ Wharton      $4.95 / $6.95 
074345149X  Old New York/ Wharton      $6.99 / $10.50 
1416500421      The Importance of Being Earnest and Other Plays/ Wilde  $4.95/$6.95 
1416500278      The Picture of Dorian Gray and Other Writings/ Wilde  $4.95 / $6.95 
0743436539                 The Virginian/ Wister     $5.99 / $8.99 
  

 

Complete Title List continued— 
(Titles are listed alphabetically by author) 
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