
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.  Nikki is starting at a new private school. How does she learn about the culture of the school and figure out who is 
trustworthy? Have you ever had to start over at a new school? If yes, how did it feel? If no, how do you think you would act the 
first few days?

2.  When Nikki’s mom tells her she’s getting a back-to-school present that will help her “communicate her thoughts and 
feelings,” she is so excited because she thinks it will be a new cell phone. Instead, Nikki’s mom gives her a diary. Nikki is 
incredibly disappointed, not just because she didn’t get a cell phone, but also because she thinks a paper diary is outdated. 
Despite her initial resistance, Nikki ends up writing a lot in her diary. Do you think paper diaries are outdated? Would you rather 
share your thoughts and commentary about school life privately in a diary, or more publicly using an online forum such as a 
blog or social networking site like Facebook or MySpace?

3.  Nikki feels that her bedroom should be her own private space. At school, she, Chloe, and Zoey appropriate the janitor’s closet 
for their meetings. Do you have your own bedroom or another special space that feels like it is all your own? If so, who makes up 
the rules for this special place? If you could have complete dominion over your space, what would be your top three rules?

4.  At first, Nikki thinks Chloe and Zoey are kind of annoying, but she gets past her first impression of the pair when they all 
bond over their shared dislike of MacKenzie. As the story progresses and they become closer friends, we see more of their 
shared interests and also their differences. What do you think makes a good friend? How do the girls demonstrate these 
characteristics?

5.  Sometimes family or close friends develop their own special ways of communicating through shared gestures and vocabulary, 
secret handshakes, and other signals. For Nikki, Chloe, and Zoey, the language of friendship already includes jazz hands, the 
stinkeye, and a lot of acronyms like CCPS (Cute, Cool, and Popular), 4Fs (Friends, Fun, Fashion, and Flirting), and GGG-ing (Giggling, 
Gossiping, and Glossing). Some of them come from magazines or popular culture, and some seem to be the girls’ own inventions. 
What are some of your favorite words, phrases, gestures, and inside jokes you share with your family or friends?

6.  Do you think the “thank you for the oatmeal” note Nikki’s mom leaves is sincere, or is she trying to let Nikki know that she 
is on to her deception but forgives her? Either way, Nikki is very relieved that she’s not in trouble. Have you had a close call 
where you thought you were busted but ended up being just fine? What happened? 

7.  Several times when Nikki is writing about a conversation from earlier in the day, she includes her own very honest and 
blunt reply, then explains, “But I just say it inside my head, so no one really hears it except me.” When is it good to self-censor? 
When would it be better to speak up? How can we learn to tell the difference?
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ACTIVITIES

1.  Write a journal entry, complete with both words and illustrations (stick figures are just fine), about something that happened to 
you in the past week. It could be something pretty mundane or a big event. 

2.  One of Nikki’s traditions with her sister, Brianna, is to try to save money on family celebrations (like Father’s Day and their 
parents’ anniversary) with techniques including bargain shopping, cooking at home, and craftmaking. Think up something you could 
do or make for your parents (or a friend) that wouldn’t cost a lot of money. Be sure to list where you’d get your supplies, approximate 
cost and time, and any personal significance it would have for the lucky recipient.

3.  Nikki draws a storyboard for Chloe’s “chick flick” version of what could happen if she keeps the napkin Brandon gave her. 
Storyboards are a method of organizing and communicating a sequence of events; they often serve as an early visual outline of a 
storytelling project, like a motion picture or computer animation. Create a storyboard depicting something that you’d like to have 
happen in your life. Or, create a storyboard of something that you dread happening.

4.  If Nikki were to design a tattoo for you, what would it look like? Sketch your tattoo or describe it with words, and explain why 
you choose these specific images and colors for your tattoo. What do you think it would tell people about you?

5.  Nikki’s blank diary gives her a lot of space to use words and pictures to depict the day’s events. Take your favorite entry from 
the book, and compose a brief text message summary (160 characters or less) that Nikki might have posted if she had also gotten a 
snazzy new cell phone at the beginning of the school year.
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