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Each of the three activities includes:  
 

• NCTE standards covered  
• An estimate of the time needed  
• A complete list of materials needed  
• Step-by-step instructions  
• Questions to help you evaluate the results  
 
This activities guide and many other curriculum guides are available 
on our website, www.simonsaysteach.com.  
 
The Ring of McAllister features: 
*More than 1,000 frequently tested SAT words in an engaging novel format 
*Glossary of SAT words 
*Sample exercises to show students how vocabulary is tested on the SAT 
 
A PAINLESS WAY TO LEARN SAT WORDS 
 
17-year-old Will Lassiter has lived his entire life in the peaceful town of Red Fork. When 
his new neighbor, Dr. Octavio Perez, suddenly disappears, Will uncovers a mystery that 
merges the present with the past -- a deadly secret that's been locked away for nearly a 
century.  
 
Unlike other SAT preparation books, The Ring of McAllister incorporates key SAT 
vocabulary right into the story. So rather than memorizing lists and definitions, you’re 
learning the words in context. SAT words are defined in a glossary at the back of the book. 
It's a pain-free way to build your vocabulary -- and to score higher on the test! 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Activity #1 
“Talk of the Town” 

(A Lesson in Setting) 
By Robert Marantz 

 
 
In The Ring of McAllister, the town of Red Fork plays a central role in the mystery Will 
Lassiter unravels. Red Fork is more than a setting; it’s a narrator that tells the tale of how 
Will uncovers the truth about his past and why he feels so separated from his friends. Red 
Fork’s history provides a series of clues for Will to follow, and his discoveries are 
paramount to the resolution of the story.  
 
What would students uncover if they were to research their own city or neighborhood? 
Hometown histories may not reveal facts as shocking as Red Fork’s, but that doesn’t 
mean they aren’t hiding a secret or two. In this lesson, we will step into Will’s shoes and 
explore the origins of our own neighborhoods and cities.  
 
This lesson will take approximately one week. 
 
 
NCTE Standards Covered: 
 
1. Students read a wide range of print and nonprint texts to build an understanding of 
texts, of themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world; to acquire 
new information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and the workplace; and 
for personal fulfillment. Among these texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and 
contemporary works. 
 
2. Students read a wide range of literature from many periods in many genres to build an 
understanding of the many dimensions (e.g., philosophical, ethical, aesthetic) of human 
experience. 
 
3. Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and 
appreciate texts. They draw on their prior experience, their interactions with other readers 
and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their word identification 
strategies, and their understanding of textual features (e.g., sound-letter correspondence, 
sentence structure, context, graphics). 
 
7. Students conduct research on issues and interests by generating ideas and questions, 
and by posing problems. They gather, evaluate, and synthesize data from a variety of 
sources (e.g., print and nonprint texts, artifacts, people) to communicate their discoveries 
in ways that suit their purpose and audience. 



 
8. Students use a variety of technological and informational resources (e.g., libraries, 
databases, computer networks, video) to gather and synthesize information and to create 
and communicate knowledge. 
 
11. Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members of a 
variety of literary communities. 
 
 
What to Do: 
 
1. Start the lesson by asking the class what they know about their town’s history. Write 
their responses on the board. 
 
2. Divide the class into groups of five students.  
 
3. Instruct each group to research the origins of their town or neighborhood. Groups can 
choose to explore the founding of their town and/or a single person who was instrumental 
in the town’s beginnings.  
 
4. Allow the groups a week to do their research, with some class-time allotted for 
discussion. Resources that can be utilized include the school and community libraries, the 
local historical society, the Internet, and older residents. 
 
5. Each group will make a 10-minute presentation to the class using an audio or video 
recording, photo slide show, poster, or PowerPoint presentation. Including artifacts—an 
antique, guest speaker, etc—that have a direct relationship with the town’s past should be 
encouraged.  
 
What You Need: 
 
A copy of The Ring of McAllister (ISBN: 0743265777) for each student. 
 
 
How Did It Go?  
 
Each group should be prepared to answer the following questions: Why did they choose 
that person as their focus (if applicable)? What was most surprising fact they learned 
about the origin of the town? Do they have a direct connection to the founding of the 
town? (i.e. can they trace their family back to the point of the town’s origin?) 



Activity #2 
“Reunion” 

(A Lesson in Character) 
By Robert Marantz 

 
 
Most young adults who read The Ring of McAllister will be able to identify with Will’s 
feeling of being trapped in Red Fork, unable to leave. At the end of the novel, Will and 
his friends manage to escape. How do you think this freedom will affect the people they 
become? What might happen to them in the larger world? 
 
In this lesson we will draw on our understanding of Will’s character—as well as that of 
Laura, Ty, and Katie—and imagine the four friends meeting again at their 10-year high 
school reunion. 
 
This lesson will take one class period. 
 
NCTE Standards Covered: 
 
3. Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and 
appreciate texts. They draw on their prior experience, their interactions with other readers 
and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their word identification 
strategies, and their understanding of textual features (e.g., sound-letter correspondence, 
sentence structure, context, graphics). 
 
4. Students adjust their use of spoken, written, and visual language (e.g., conventions, 
style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for 
different purposes. 
 
5. Students employ a wide range of strategies as they write and use different writing 
process elements appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a variety of 
purposes. 
 
11. Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members of a 
variety of literary communities. 
 
12. Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes 
(e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What to Do: 
 
1. Divide the class into groups of four—if possible, each group should be comprised of 
two boys and two girls.  
 
2. Each member of a group will choose one of the four teenage characters (Will, Laura, 
Ty, or Katie) and imagine what that character’s life would be like for the ten years after 
graduating from high school. Students can draw on their understanding of the character, 
the brief descriptions of the characters’ futures in the epilogue, and your students’ own 
imaginations.  
 
3. Give the groups 20 minutes to prepare what they will say to each other at the reunion, 
and then give each group 15 minutes to role-play the scenario in front of the class. 
Encourage students not in that group to ask questions of the “characters” who are role-
playing. 
 
4. After the groups have finished their role-playing, have the entire class discuss how 
they felt imaging their character’s future.  
 
5. Finish the lesson with a ten-minute quick-write on this topic: “Where do you see 
yourself in ten years and why?” 
 
 
What You Need: 
 
A copy of The Ring of McAllister (ISBN: 0743265777) for each student. 
 
 
How Did It Go?  
 
Which part of the activity did the students enjoy more—the role-playing or the quick-
write? How many students had very definite ideas about where they would be in the 
future? How many did not? Remind the students that, just like Will, nothing about their 
future is set in stone unless they make it so themselves. 



Activity #3 
“In Other Words” 
(A Lesson in Vocabulary) 

By Robert Marantz 
 
The Ring of McAllister uses over 1,000 SAT vocabulary words to tell the story of Will 
Lassiter. In this lesson, students will take on the role of author and write journal entries 
with SAT vocabulary words embedded in them. In this manner, students will learn how 
to use challenging words properly in context. 
 
This lesson will take one class period.  
 
NCTE Standards Covered: 
 
1. Students read a wide range of print and nonprint texts to build an understanding of 
texts, of themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world; to acquire 
new information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and the workplace; and 
for personal fulfillment. Among these texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and 
contemporary works. 
 
3. Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and 
appreciate texts. They draw on their prior experience, their interactions with other readers 
and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their word identification 
strategies, and their understanding of textual features (e.g., sound-letter correspondence, 
sentence structure, context, graphics). 
 
4. Students adjust their use of spoken, written, and visual language (e.g., conventions, 
style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for 
different purposes. 
 
5. Students employ a wide range of strategies as they write and use different writing 
process elements appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a variety of 
purposes. 
 
6. Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g., spelling 
and punctuation), media techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique, 
and discuss print and nonprint texts. 
 
12. Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes 
(e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information). 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What to Do: 
 
1. Start the lesson by asking what the phrase, “Vocabulary-in-context,” means. Elicit 
answers from the students and write them on the board. Once the class has a good 
working definition you can proceed to Step 2. 
 
2. Instruct the class to pretend that Laura Perez kept a diary where she recorded her 
reactions to events in her life. For example, there would be entries for: her first 
impression of Red Fork, her feelings towards Will after he gives her a tour of Red Fork 
(Chapter Four), her reflection of the day at the lake (Chapter Eight), her thoughts about 
Will after they kiss (Chapter Eleven) and her feelings after her father disappears (Chapter 
Fourteen).  
 
3. Ask the students to re-create one of the aforementioned entries from Laura’s diary with 
the following caveat: they must use at least ten of the SAT vocabulary words from the 
glossary of the book (pages 257-304). Give the class 25-30 minutes to choose an entry 
and write it with the vocabulary words. 
 
4. After they finish, have a few students read their entries aloud. Did they use the 
vocabulary words properly?  
 
 
What You Need: 
 
A copy of The Ring of McAllister (ISBN: 0743265777) for each student. 
 
 
How Did It Go?  
 
Were the diary entries as clear and concise after the students added the SAT vocabulary 
words as they were the first time around? 
 


