
Find out how to make perfect peanut butter cookies with

DDDDuuuussssttttyyyy’’’’ssss
PEANUT BUTTER COOKIE RECIPE

What you need:
Two big bowls, a wooden spoon, a measuring cup, an ungreased cookie sheet, an oven,
and an adult. Makes maybe two dozen, depending on whether they burn.

1 cup peanut butter
   Regular works better than health food store variety.

1⁄2 cup butter
 Let it get soft. The cold brick is impossible.

1⁄2 cup white sugar

1⁄2 cup brown sugar

1 egg
 Get help if you can’t crack it.

3 tablespoons milk

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

11⁄4 cups all-purpose flour

13⁄4 teaspoon baking powder
 Not baking soda. Trust me.

A pinch of salt



Directions:

1. Get your adult to preheat the oven to 375° F. Don’t mess with the oven unless you’ve
got an adult.

2. Mix the peanut butter, the butter, the white sugar, and the brown sugar until it’s a good
brown mash.

3. Add the egg, the milk, and the vanilla extract—one at a time. Keep mixing until it’s all
blended.

4. Combine the flour, baking powder, and that pinch of salt in another bowl. Add this
mixture into the batter—but a little at a time, like papier mâché.

5. When the batter is mixed, roll a tablespoon of dough into a ball—and place it on the
ungreased cookie sheet. Give each ball plenty of room. Press a fork into the ball to
mash the cookie—but don’t go crazy. Just a gentle smoosh.

6. Bake for 8–10 minutes in the oven—but check them from time to time because if the
edges get slightly browned, your cookies are done!

7. Cool the cookies on a rack.

8. Clean up or get yelled at.

When Swimming Pool tells Ernie that she wants Dusty to be the Central Comets’ new
catcher, Ernie is less than excited.  Dusty’s a curious half-pint kid with a cowlick and the
word on the street is that he’s afraid of the ball.  But no one can deny that his peanut
butter cookie recipe is pretty near perfect. In I Know Who Likes You, Doug Cooney
brings back the well-loved characters from The Beloved Dearly, of which School Library
Journal said: “Witty, clever, yet touching, this first novel has certain kid appeal.”
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Learn proper “Freddy-quette” with The Rules of Fred!

RRRRuuuulllleeeessss    ooooffff    FFFFrrrreeeedddd

It doesn’t matter
Whose house you’re in.

Use your fork
And wipe your chin.

Don’t eat with your fingers.
That’s against the law.

And just be grateful
You don’t have a claw.

Napkins are handy
For the spill you just did.

But please do not mention
The lobster bib.

It’s good at a party
To raise a toast.
And never forget

To thank the host.

Saying “please” really counts
In polite society.

Even oysters say “thank you”
And they live in the sea.

Respect your elders
And do as you’re told.

You’ll get to have payback
When you grow old.

If you use your best manners,
A good time will be had.

But if you act rude,
Face it. You’re a crab.



From hall pass to prankster prop to charm school icon, Fred is one versatile plastic
lobster.  When Mrs. Ahearn introduces Fred to Ernie, Dusty, Swimming Pool, and the
rest of the fifth-grade class, life will never be the same.  In I Know Who Likes You, Doug
Cooney brings back the well-loved characters from The Beloved Dearly, of which School
Library Journal said: “Witty, clever, yet touching, this first novel has certain kid appeal.”
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