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ILLUSTRATED BY ROBIN PREISS GLASSER

“One of the pleasures of my life has 
been sharing the beauty and variety of America 

with my grandchildren.” —Lynne Cheney

Lynne Cheney and Robin Preiss Glasser, who inspired children and their families
with America: A Patriotic Primer and A is for Abigail: An Almanac of Amazing
American Women, take you on an unforgettable tour of America, our home.

After traveling through our amazing country and witnessing firsthand its beauty
and variety, Lynne Cheney wanted to create a book filled to the brim with
America’s rich history, its national treasures, and its diverse cultures. A scholar of
American history, Mrs. Cheney has blended her knowledge and experiences in a
book that celebrates our country from state to state. Robin Preiss Glasser brings
her inimitable wit and exuberance to every illustration in this remarkable book to
remind us how fortunate we are to call America our home. Join an energetic
American family as they embark on a cross-country tour of the United States,
bringing readers along for a one-of-a-kind, fun-filled, and informative journey! 

A B O U T T H E B O O K

    



D I S C U S S I O N Q U E S T I O N S
H America is a very special place to call home. From sports to nature to art and

history, there is so much to see and do in our great nation. Museums across the
country help people better understand American achievements and pastimes.
It’s possible to learn about America’s past and present at Chicago’s DuSable
Museum of African American History; at the National Baseball Hall of Fame
in Cooperstown, New York; and at the Spy Museum in Washington, D.C. Of
the many museums mentioned in this book, which have you been to? Which
would you enjoy visiting the most? If you could create a new museum, what sort
of exhibits would you include? 

H What state do you live in? Have you ever lived in a different place? Do you 
have relatives who live in other parts of the country? Which other states have
you visited and what did you do while you were there? Did you learn anything
new about these states from reading this book? Which states would you 
most like to visit in the future? What is the first thing you would do in each of
these states?

H Our 50 States has many quotations on its pages, such as this one from Thomas
Wolfe: “America . . . is a fabulous country . . . where miracles not only happen,
but where they happen all the time.” Which of the quotations in the book is
your favorite? Why do you like it? What about our states and our nation does
it help you better understand?

H Colorado has majestic mountains, Arizona great stretches of desert. Texas is
warm most months of the year, and North Dakota can be chilly in June. What
other interesting differences can you name between the states that make up our
country? What are some of the similarities?

H Presidents have played an important part in the history of our country, and
there are many wonderful sites dedicated to their memory and achievements,
including Mount Rushmore in South Dakota, the Lincoln Memorial in
Washington, D.C., and Mount Vernon in Virginia. Which president’s birthplace

or monument would you most like to visit? In
what state would you find this attraction?
What else might you like to see if you were to
visit this state? Which states have been the
home or birthplace of most presidents?

H Have you ever heard of Fred Astaire, Elvis
Presley, Mark Twain, or Louis Armstrong?
Look for writers, performers, and visual artists
from the different states. Have you ever read,
seen, or heard the work of any of these creative 
people?

H Notable people like Benjamin Franklin, Meriwether Lewis, Harriet Tubman,
Thomas Edison, and Martin Luther King Jr. have contributed to our country
in a variety of ways. Which historical figure from the book do you find most
intriguing? What state is he or she associated with? Why might you like to find
out more about him or her?

H Why do you think the author chose to devote a page to national parks? Which
park do you think would be most interesting to visit? Why do you think 
national parks are important?

H Did you know that the official beverage of Massachusetts is cranberry juice? 
Or that Florida is home to the smallest post office in the country? Or that
Minnesota has nearly twelve thousand lakes? Or that Nebraska houses the
National Museum of Roller Skating? Or that the first dinosaur skeleton found
was in New Jersey? Which fact or piece of information most surprised you
about your state or about our country in general? What fact might you want to
add to your state’s page?

H Every part of our country has its beauty, whether it’s the snowcapped 
mountains of Wyoming, the golden prairies of Kansas, or the rocky seashore 
of Maine. Find your own state’s page in the book. What special qualities and
landmarks does the state that you live in have? What are some qualities and
places of other states that you would like to enjoy someday?

H The family makes many stops in each of the fifty states during their trip. If you
could only visit one place in each state, what would it be? Why?



opposite side of each page, write a paragraph about the bird. Attach a loop of
ribbon to each bird page and “fly” them all from your classroom ceiling.

H Select a topic such as Science, Sports, Literature, Natural Landmarks,
Performing Arts, Food, or Politics. Create a brochure listing the top five or top
ten states you would suggest that people with this interest visit. Cite the 
people, places, and activities that you would recommend to these visitors.
Use information from the book, your library, and online resources to make an 
illustrated brochure.

H Choose your favorite historical figure from the book. Prepare a short speech
describing what his or her state was like for kids during that person’s lifetime,
including information about family life, education, chores, games and activities,
and ideas of what the future might hold. What important events happened in
this state around this time? In character and, if possible, costumed as your 
chosen historical figure, present your speech to classmates or friends.

H Visit the National Park Service website to learn more about becoming a Junior
Ranger, like Ben. Find a park near you that offers a Junior Ranger program and
give it a try. Then write a short speech in which you describe your experience
and explain why the work of the National Park Service is important.

H Use facts from the book to make state trivia cards. Write a state name and 
create an illustration that represents a state on each of 50 index cards. On the
reverse sides, write three facts, such as “President John F. Kennedy was born in
this state” or “This state is home to an important city with streets named, ‘Wall’
and ‘Broadway.’ ” Shuffle the cards, leaving fact sides face up. Take turns drawing
a card, reading one of the questions, and trying to name the state on the other
side. Or create a board game, with players moving ahead when questions are
correctly answered. Try designing your board game like a map and include
bonus squares, such as “Fly over the Grand Canyon: Advance 3 spaces.”

H Create an informational poster based on your favorite fun fact or discovery
made while reading Our 50 States. If desired, combine your poster with those of
classmates or friends to create a display entitled: “You won’t believe THIS
about America!” Invite other students to visit your display. Be sure to be there
to answer their questions.

H Imagine the type of person you will be when you are all grown up. Will you be
a famous scientist or a musician, or will you run for president? Write an entry
for  yourself to put on your birth state’s page, describing what you have achieved
and the contribution you have made to your country. Draw an illustration to
accompany your entry.

R E S E A R C H &  W R I T I N G A C T I V I T I E S
H In her introduction, Lynne Cheney writes about her inspiration for writing 

Our 50 States. Imagine you are giving this book as a gift to a friend or sibling.
Write a letter explaining why you chose it and how you hope the person you
are giving it to enjoys it and learns from it.

H Imagine you are with the family on their amazing trip. What is your favorite
stop along the way? Write and illustrate a postcard from this stop to send to a
friend back home.

H Write a short essay, explaining why you would (or would not) like to take a trip
across America to visit all fifty states. What would you like to learn? Do you
think the experience would change you? 

H Alphabetize the fifty state names. Which state comes first? Which comes last?
Which letter begins the names of the most states? Which state has the most
letters in its name and which has the fewest? Which state has a one-syllable
name?

H Create a fifty states crossword puzzle, or a smaller crossword of states from 
a region such as New England or the Southwest. Arrange your interlocking
word boxes on large-square graph paper. Use facts from the book to form the
questions that guide puzzlers as they figure out the state names for the “Across”
and “Down” sections of the crossword.

H Write a poem about your home state. Write the letters of the state name 
vertically, putting one letter at the start of a line on a sheet of paper. Write your
poem, beginning each line with the letter from the state name as written on
your prepared page.

H Try to complete an unlabeled map of the fifty states. How many states can you
label? How many state capitols do you know? Keep practicing until you can
label them all!

H Find those presidents! Why is Ohio called the “Presidential State”? Which
state competes with Ohio for this title? In which state was the current 
president born? Choose a president about whom you would like to learn more.
Using facts from the book, your library, and online resources, create an 
informative booklet detailing your chosen president’s date and place of birth,
education, life before becoming president, and goals while in office. Then find
a quote about America from one of his writings or speeches.

H Find all of the state birds in the book. With friends or classmates, draw a 
colorful picture of each bird. Cut out and glue each onto colored paper. On the
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A B O U T T H E A U T H O R

LYNNE CHENEY has loved American 
history since she was a child and hopes to help
today’s children love it too. “America’s story is 
a compelling one,” she says, “and it helps us
understand how fortunate we are to live in 
freedom.”

Mrs. Cheney is the author of four New York
Times bestsellers for children and their 
families: America: A Patriotic Primer, and A is
for Abigail: An Almanac of Amazing American
Women, both illustrated by Robin Preiss
Glasser, as well as When Washington Crossed
the Delaware: A Wintertime Story for Young

Patriots, illustrated by Peter M. Fiore, and A Time for Freedom: What Happened
When in America. She is a senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute and
a former chair of the National Endowment for the Humanities. She lives in
Washington DC with her husband Vice President Richard B. Cheney

A B O U T T H E I L L U S T R A T O R

ROBIN PREISS GLASSER collaborated
with Lynne Cheney on the bestselling America:
A Patriotic Primer and A is for Abigail: An
Almanac of Amazing American Women. Before
becoming a professional illustrator, Ms. Glasser
was a soloist with the Pennsylvania Ballet for
eleven years. She has illustrated more than a
dozen children’s books including Fancy Nancy
by Jane O’Connor, and Alexander, Who’s Not
(Do You Hear Me? I Mean It!) Going to 
Move and Super-Completely and Totally the
Messiest!, both by Judith Viorst.

Ms. Glasser lives in Newport Beach,
California, with her husband, attorney Robert Berman, and her two children,
Benjamin and Sasha.
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