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Each of the three activities includes: 
 
• NCTE standards covered 
• An estimate of the time needed 
• A complete list of materials needed 
• Step-by-step instructions 
• Questions to help you evaluate the results 
 
The curriculum guide and many other curriculum guides for Enriched Classics and Folger 
Shakespeare Library editions are available on our website, www.simonsaysteach.com. 
 
 
The Enriched Classic Edition of The Great Tales and Poems of Edgar Allan Poe  
includes: 
 
• An introduction that provides historical context and outlines the major themes of the 

work 
• Critical excerpts 
• Suggestions for further reading 

http://www.simonsaysteach.com/


Also Available: 
 
 
More than fifty classic works are now available in the new Enriched Classic format.   
 
Each edition features: 
 
• A concise introduction that gives the reader important background information 
• A chronology of the author’s life and work 
• A timeline of significant events that provides the book’s historical context 
• An outline of key themes and plot points to help readers form their own 

interpretations 
• Detailed explanatory notes 
• Critical analysis, including contemporary and modern perspectives on the work 
• Discussion questions to promote lively classroom discussion 
• A list of recommended related books and films to broaden the reader’s experience 
 
 
Recent additions to the Enriched Classic series include: 
 
• Beowulf, Anonymous, ISBN 1416500375, $4.95 
• The Odyssey, Homer, ISBN 1416500367, $5.95 
• Dubliners, James Joyce, ISBN 1416500359, $4.95 
• Oedipus the King, Sophocles, ISBN 1416500332, $5.50 
• The Souls of Black Folks, W.E.B. Dubois, ISBN 1416500413, $5.50 
 
 
To receive a complete list of Enriched Classics, email your request to 
EnrichedClassics.marketing@simonandschuster.com. 



Activity #1 
 

“Life & Art” 
(A Lesson in Theme) 

By Robert Marantz 
 
 
Edgar Allan Poe’s life was like so many of his stories: short, poignant, and cloaked in 
darkness. Afflicted by a nervous disorder caused by his alcoholism, Poe died at the young 
age of 40. He left behind a literary legacy that included an unfinished tale about a writer 
who seeks isolation only to collapse from self-induced hysteria.  
 
Much of Poe’s writing was semi-autobiographical and revolved around the same themes 
that he obsessed about in his real life: love, guilt, beauty, and death. In this lesson the 
students will explore how the sad circumstances of Poe’s life influenced his art, and then 
use that knowledge to inspire some art of their own. 
 
This lesson will take one class period (plus one homework assignment). 
 
 
NCTE Standards Covered: 
 
1. Students read a wide range of print and nonprint texts to build an understanding of 
texts, of themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world; to acquire 
new information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and the workplace; and 
for personal fulfillment. Among these texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and 
contemporary works. 
 
2. Students read a wide range of literature from many periods in many genres to build an 
understanding of the many dimensions (e.g., philosophical, ethical, aesthetic) of human 
experience. 
 
4. Students adjust their use of spoken, written, and visual language (e.g., conventions, 
style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for 
different purposes. 
 
6. Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g., spelling 
and punctuation), media techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique, 
and discuss print and nonprint texts. 
 
7. Students conduct research on issues and interests by generating ideas and questions, 
and by posing problems. They gather, evaluate, and synthesize data from a variety of 
sources (e.g., print and nonprint texts, artifacts, people) to communicate their discoveries 
in ways that suit their purpose and audience. 
 



8. Students use a variety of technological and informational resources (e.g., libraries, 
databases, computer networks, video) to gather and synthesize information and to create 
and communicate knowledge. 
 
11. Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members of a 
variety of literary communities. 
 
12. Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes 
(e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information). 
 
 
What to Do: 
 
1. Give each student a copy of Handout #1. Instruct the students to do the following for 
homework: 

a. Read the book introduction (pages xi-xv), the biographical notes on Poe 
(pages 431-433), and the poem “Lenore” (page 382).  

b. Define each of the words listed on the handout (each word appears 
somewhere in the selected reading) and write a sentence using each word. 

c. Write a one-paragraph summary of “Lenore.” What is the poem about? 
What is the tone of the poem? Who is “Lenore” to Poe? 

 
2. The next day in class, read “The Raven.” Discuss the following with your class: What 
is this poem about? What is the tone? How is this poem similar to “Lenore”? How is it 
different? What do the similarities and differences between the two poems tell us about 
Edgar Allan Poe?  
 
3. Divide the class into four groups. Hand each group a flashcard with one of the 
following words on it: LOVE, GUILT, BEAUTY, DEATH. Explain that these are 
recurrent themes in Poe’s work and his life. 
 
4. Instruct the groups to represent their theme by making a group collage that depicts 
elements of “Lenore,” “The Raven,” and Poe’s own life.  
 
5. Allow enough time at the end of class for each group to present their collages.  
 
 
What You Need: 
 
A copy of the Enriched Classic edition of Great Tales and Poems of Edgar Allan Poe 
(ISBN: 0743467469) for each student  
Handout #1 
4 flashcards 
collage materials (magazines, colored paper, glue, scissors, etc.) 
 
 



How Did It Go?  
 
Do the students better understand the relationship between Poe’s life and his works? 
Could they see the common themes running through Poe’s poetry?  
 
“The Raven” and “Lenore” are a great way to introduce poetry to a non-poetry crowd, 
because Poe’s poems are accessible and engaging. If the class responds well to these two 
poems have them read “The Bells,” “Eldorado,” or “Annabel Lee” for homework (or 
extra credit). Any of these poems can serve you well as a jumping-off point for a unit on 
poetry.  



Activity #2 
“The Play’s The Thing” 

(A Lesson in Dramatic Performance) 
By Robert Marantz 

 
 

 “It is the beating of his hideous heart!”  
--The Tell-Tale Heart 

 
“Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered, weak and weary” 

--The Raven 
 
Edgar Allan Poe has some of the most iconic quotes in American literature. The reason? 
As stated on page xv of the introduction to the Enriched Classic edition of The Great 
Tales and Poems of Edgar Allan Poe:  
 

“There is in Poe’s prose and verse the odor of decay, the humor of the 
grotesque, evil confronted by good or suffused with melancholy, the 
sharp-edged suspense of detection—the incessant death struggle between 
rational and nonrational forces that has magnetized readers decade after 
decade.” 
 

These words speak to Poe’s ability to create highly dramatic elements and manipulate 
them to full effect—the sound of a beating heart, the repetition of a single word 
(“Nevermore”), or a bladed pendulum slowly descending upon its victim, to name a few.  
 
In this lesson students will explore the power of the images, sounds, and situations that 
Poe dreamed up by interpreting them in theatrical presentations.  
 
This lesson will take 3 class periods. 
 
 
NCTE Standards Covered: 
 
3. Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and 
appreciate texts. They draw on their prior experience, their interactions with other readers 
and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their word identification 
strategies, and their understanding of textual features (e.g., sound-letter correspondence, 
sentence structure, context, graphics). 
 
4. Students adjust their use of spoken, written, and visual language (e.g., conventions, 
style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for 
different purposes. 
 



6. Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g., spelling 
and punctuation), media techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique, 
and discuss print and nonprint texts. 
 
11. Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members of a 
variety of literary communities. 
 
12. Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes 
(e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information). 
 
 
What to Do: 
 
1. Start the lesson by introducing the concept of dramatic interpretation. Show the 
students “Treehouse of Horror,” an episode of The Simpsons inspired by “The Raven,” or 
clips from Roger Corman’s The Raven (1960).  
 
2. Divide the class into four groups. Assign each group one of the following stories: “The 
Tell-Tale Heart,” “Hop-Frog,” “The Oval Portrait,” and “The Cask of Amontillado.”  
 
3. Have each group read their story for homework.  
 
4. The next day, give the groups one class period to brainstorm ideas for doing a 10-
minute modern-day dramatic performance of their assigned story and beginning a script. 
If any groups experience difficulty coming up with ideas, ask them to define the theme of 
the story and how it lends itself to a modern interpretation. The second day’s class should 
be devoted to completing the script and rehearsing the play.  
 
5. In class on the third day, have each group give a short summary of the story and then 
present their interpretation to the class.  
 
 
What You Need: 
 
A copy of the Enriched Classic edition of Great Tales and Poems of Edgar Allan Poe 
(ISBN: 0743467469) for each student 
 A VHS or DVD of The Simpsons “Treehouse of Horror" (Episode: #2.3, 10/25/90) 
and/or Roger Corman’s The Raven (1960) 
 
How Did It Go?  
 
Were your students able to identify the central themes of their assigned stories? Did your 
students demonstrate a range of creativity in their retellings? Did their understanding of 
Poe’s work deepen with their prolonged exposure to one of his works?  
 
 



Activity #3 
“Poetic License” 

(A Lesson in Language, Rhythm, and Music) 
By Robert Marantz 

 
 
Poetry is a literary medium that lends itself particularly well to oral presentation. Much 
more can be learned (and appreciated) about a poem by hearing its rhymes and rhythms 
than by silently reading it. Few students realize that one of their most cherished forms of 
entertainment and expression—music—is actually poetry set to a melody or expressed as 
a rap. 
 
In this lesson students will explore how Edgar Allan Poe used repetition, onomatopoeia, 
and assonance in “The Bells” to create the mood for his famous work. Then the students 
will have the opportunity to identify the same literary devices Poe employed 150 years 
ago in their favorite contemporary songs. 
 
This lesson will take one class period. 
 
NCTE Standards Covered: 
 
1. Students read a wide range of print and nonprint texts to build an understanding of 
texts, of themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world; to acquire 
new information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and the workplace; and 
for personal fulfillment. Among these texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and 
contemporary works. 
 
2. Students read a wide range of literature from many periods in many genres to build an 
understanding of the many dimensions (e.g., philosophical, ethical, aesthetic) of human 
experience. 
 
3. Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and 
appreciate texts. They draw on their prior experience, their interactions with other readers 
and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their word identification 
strategies, and their understanding of textual features (e.g., sound-letter correspondence, 
sentence structure, context, graphics). 
 
4. Students adjust their use of spoken, written, and visual language (e.g., conventions, 
style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for 
different purposes. 
 
6. Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g., spelling 
and punctuation), media techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique, 
and discuss print and nonprint texts. 
 



7. Students conduct research on issues and interests by generating ideas and questions, 
and by posing problems. They gather, evaluate, and synthesize data from a variety of 
sources (e.g., print and nonprint texts, artifacts, people) to communicate their discoveries 
in ways that suit their purpose and audience. 
 
11. Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members of a 
variety of literary communities. 
 
 
What to Do: 
 
1. Read “The Bells” to the class, or have one or more students read the poem aloud.  
 
2. Write the word REPETITION on the board and ask for its definition. Then ask why 
Poe repeats certain words in the poem (i.e., “bells, bells, bells, bells, bells, bells, bells”). 
 
3. Write the word ONOMATOPOEIA on the board and define it for the class (i.e. words 
that sound like what they mean—“clanging” and “twanging” are good examples from 
“The Bells”). What other examples of onomatopoeia can the students find in the poem? 
 
4. Write the word ASSONANCE on the board and define it for the class (i.e., the 
repetition of identical or similar vowel sounds—“molten-golden notes” is one example 
from “The Bells”). What other examples of assonance can the students find in the poem? 
 
5. Now take a step back to examine “The Bells” as a whole. How does the meaning of the 
bells change over the course of the poem? How are the three literary devices incorporated 
to reveal this change? 
 
6. Have everyone in the class choose a partner. Each set of partners should discuss the 
lyrics of their favorite songs. Can each pair come up with a song that has examples of 
repetition, onomatopoeia, and assonance in it?  
 
What You Need: 
 
A copy of the Enriched Classic edition of Great Tales and Poems of Edgar Allan Poe 
(ISBN: 0743467469) for each student 
 
 
How Did It Go?  
 
Students should welcome the connection between canonical works such as “The Bells” 
and their favorite songs. Did this exercise increase their appreciation for poetry? In how 
many different songs did your class find examples of repetition, onomatopoeia, and 
assonance?  
 



Handout #1 
 

Vocabulary: Edgar Allan Poe 
 
 
Directions: Define and write a sample sentence for each word in the space provided. 
 
Arabesque_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Decadent________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Egotistical_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Grotesque_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Masochism______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Melancholy______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________  
 
Morbid__________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Quotidian_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ratiocinative_____________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sordid__________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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