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Discussion Questions 

 
1. Before reading this book to students, ask them if they have ever heard of the Man in the 

Moon. Then ask them if they know of Santa Claus, the Easter Bunny, Jack Frost, Mother 
Goose, the Sandman, and the Tooth Fairy. What do they know about each one? Are there 
different stories about each of these characters? How do the students respond to the varying 
stories? 

 
2. How did the Man in the Moon get his nickname? Who gave it to him? 
 
3. Describe Pitch. What kind of person is he? 
 
4. “Night-light, bright light, sweet dreams I bestow. Sleep tight, all night, forever I will glow” 

was a beloved song for MiM. What tune do you think this song can be sung to? Can you make 
up your own tune for this song?   

 
5. Compare and contrast the Moon Clipper to the Nightmare Galleon. Which ship was the best 

one? Provide evidence from the book to support your answer. 
 
6. After the great explosion on the moon, who took care of the infant MiM? What was his 

schooling like?  
 
7. Would it be fun to jump around the moon and explore all the many tunnels and craters?  
 
8. Moonbots, moonmice, lunar moths, and glowworms make good companions, so why was the 

Man in the Moon feeling lonely? 
 
9. When the Man in the Moon discovered his parents’ telescope, what did MiM look for first? 

He didn’t find what he was looking for but he did make a discovery that helped to lessen his 
loneliness. What did he discover? 

 
10. What do you think Lunar Ice Cream tastes like? What is Comet Surprise? Does Space Juice 

Nectarine taste like nectarines? What are starfish? 
 
11.  When you are sad, what makes you feel better? 
 
12.  What did the Man in the Moon do to protect the children of the Earth? 
 



13.  What is a guardian? Why did the Man in the Moon believe the children of Earth need 
guardians? Should all parents take the oath of the guardians? 

 
14. What are the differences between the oath Nightlight took for the Man in the Moon’s parents 

and the oath the other guardians took for the Man in the Moon? 
 
Activities  

 
1. Have the students make their own man in the moon. Provide round circles for each student, 

and using florescent crayons, paints, glitter and glue, or glow-in-the-dark paper, allow the 
students to create their very own man in the moon. 

 
2. The Man in the Moon’s parents were made into a constellation. Have the students research 

various constellations in our sky. Allow them to make a constellation of someone close to 
them. They could draw the constellation or use gummed stars to create their own special 
constellation. 

 
3. Have the students raise their own lunar moth. It is possible to buy the cocoon and watch the 

lunar moth hatch. If this isn’t possible, go online and search websites that show the lunar 
moth’s life cycle. 

 
4. Research what a telescope does and how it works. If possible, have the students visit a 

planetarium to understand constellations. 
 
5. Research what gravity is. Compare the amount of gravity on earth to that on the moon. Why is 

it different? Have the students research different experiments and then do the experiments to 
help them understand what gravity is. 

 
Visit TheGuardiansofChildhoodBooks.com for downloadable activities, videos, and more. 
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