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NEW YORK, JANUARY 20, 2011—Scribner is pleased to announce that it will publish 

Monica Ali’s new novel, UNTOLD STORY on June 28, 2011. The novel imagines a future for 

Princess Diana if she hadn’t died in the Alma Tunnel in Paris in 1997.  

―If the tragedy in the Alma tunnel had never happened and Diana were still alive, she 

would have turned 50 this year. When she died, she seemed to be at some kind of crossroads in 

her life,‖ Monica Ali recently told The New York Times. ―Over the years since her death, I’ve 

sometimes found myself wondering how she would have matured into her 40s and beyond. What 

I’ve always admired about her is the way she simply refused to be told what to do. She broke all 

manner of rules. She was a gorgeous bundle of trouble.‖ 

UNTOLD STORY takes the life of the world’s most famous woman as a point of 

departure, imagining her future and examining the meaning of identity, the cost of celebrity, and 

the need to find one’s place in the world. Like Diana, the fictional princess who is the novel’s 

heroine, is both icon and iconoclast. Will she ever find peace and happiness in her own life, or 

will the curse of fame always be too great?  

Monica Ali is the author of three other books, including ―Brick Lane,‖ an award-winning 

and best-selling novel about an arranged marriage set in London. Nan Graham, Vice President, 

Editor-in-Chief of Scribner, said ―this is a superb marriage of subject and author – one of the 

most beloved icons of her generation and one of our boldest, most versatile and imaginative 

writers. It’s a riveting WHAT IF story – what if Princess Diana were alive? How would she have 

reinvented herself? Who would she be?‖   

Scribner is an imprint of Simon & Schuster, Inc., part of CBS Corporation. Simon & 

Schuster is a global leader in the field of general interest publishing, dedicated to providing the 

best in fiction and nonfiction for consumers of all ages, across all printed, electronic and multi-



media formats. Its divisions include the Simon & Schuster Adult Publishing Group, Simon & 

Schuster Children's Publishing, Simon & Schuster Audio, Simon & Schuster Digital, and 

international companies in Australia, Canada, and the United Kingdom. For more information, 

visit our website at www.simonandschuster.com. 
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