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ATRIA BOOKS SIGNS DEBUT NOVELIST MARIA DUEÑAS  

 

No. 1 Bestseller in Spain 

 

(NEW YORK) –October 5, 2010. Judith Curr, Executive Vice President and 

Publisher of Atria Books and Washington Square Press, announced a deal today to 

publish The Couturiere (El Tiempo entre costuras) by bestselling debut novelist 

Maria Dueñas.  Described as “The Shadow of the Wind meets Casablanca” the 

book has continued to grow by word-of-mouth selling more than 500,000 copies 

in less than a year and holding the No. 1 spot in Spain for several months.  

 

Judith Curr said, “We are excited to be the publisher of this wonderful novel. The 

Couturiere will certainly find a wide audience in the US market.” 
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“This novel is simply a jewel from the first page until the last. Maria Dueñas has 

created a timeless character that has already captured the heart of Spain and will 

certainly capture the rest of the literary world,” said  Johanna V. Castillo, VP and 

Sr. Editor,  who acquired North American rights from Tom Colchie on behalf of 

Antonia Kerrigan. 

 

Set in Madrid, Tetuan, and Lisbon before the outbreak of the Spanish Civil War 

through the Second World War, The Couturiere follows the life of Sira Quiroga, a 

poor seamstress from Madrid who, after being abandoned in Algiers by her lover, 

becomes the most sought-after couturiere in North Africa. But she is soon 

embroiled in a world of spies and counterspies that pass information on to the 

British Secret Service through a secret code stitched into her dress designs. The 

Couturiere is one of those rare, richly textured novels that keep you hoping it 

won’t end. 

 

Maria Dueñas holds a PhD in English Philology and is currently a professor at the 

University of Murcia. She has also taught at American universities, is the author of 

several academic articles, and has participated in various educational, cultural, 

and editorial projects. She is currently writing her second novel.  

 

#  #  # 

Atria Books is an imprint of Simon & Schuster, part of CBS Corporation. Simon & Schuster is a global leader in the field of 

general interest publishing, dedicated to providing the best in fiction and nonfiction for consumers of all ages, across all 

printed, electronic, and audio formats. Its divisions include Simon & Schuster Adult Publishing, Simon & Schuster 

Children's Publishing, Simon & Schuster Audio, Simon & Schuster Online, and international companies in Australia, 

Canada, and the United Kingdom. For more information, visit our website at www.simonandschuster 

 


